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This invention relates to hats which are
adjustable to different head sizes. Import-
ant objects of the invention are, to provide
an entirely satisfactory commercial form of
adjustable hat; to provide a hat of this char-
acter of simple, durable structure and attrac-
tive appearance ; and to provide a hat partic-
ularly well suited for children’s wear.

Other objects of the invention will appear
hereinafter.

In the drawings:

TFig. 11s a side elevation of the hat;

Fig. 2 is a section on the line 2—2 of
Iig. 1;

Fig. 3 an enlarged detail section taken on
the line 3—3 of Fig. 2;

Fig. 4 a detail view of the belt forming
the contracting means of the hat; and

Fig. 5 a detail section taken on the line
5—5 of Fig. 2.

In the present case I have embodied my
invention in a child’s hat. It is well suited,
however, for embodiment in various forms
of hats designed for adult wear.

The present hat includes a crown 1 and
brim 2, both formed of fabrie, felt or other
suitable material. A particularly good ma-
terial for children’s wear is a sturdy fabrie,
stitched as indicated at 8. The crown is
formed of a central gore 4 extending the full
length thereof and two side gores 5 stitched
to the central gore. Reinforcing strips 6 are
stitched along the gore seams, within the
crown. The central gore 4 is adapted to be
longitudinally creased and is provided with
snap fastening elements 7 to maintain the
crease. 'The brim 2 is formed in one piece
and is of the “snap” form. That is, it may
be adjusted to a turned-down position, as
shown in Fig. 1, partly turned down, or
turned up as shown in Fig. 2.

The crown and brim are not directly con-
nected together in the usual manner. In-
stead, the crown is made of materially less

; height than is customary and is joined to

the brim by an intermediate structure which
forms the base of the crown and includes
the adjusting means for varying the size of
the hat. This intermediate structure com-
prises a sweatband 8 and an outer band 9.
The sweatband is preferably made of freely
flexible fabric but may be made of any suit-
able material. It is in the form of a strip
of material width extending entirely around
the interior of the hat, with its ends over-
lapped and secured together and its longi-

tudinal edges turned under. The outer band

9 extends entirely around the exterior of the
hat and has its ends stitched together. It
1s preferably made of fine fabric to form an
attractive trimming for the hat, is of sub-
stantially the same width as the sweatband
8 and directly surrounds the latter. Be-
tween the upper edge margins of the opposed
bands 8 and 9 the lower edge of the crown
is inserted for a short distance and firmly
secured to both bands by close stitching 10.
The latter extends entirely around the hat.
Between the lower edge margins of the op-
posed bands 8 and 9 the inner edge of the
brim 2 is inserted for a short distance and
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firmly secured by a row of close stitching

11 extending through the outer band 9 and
the brim. The inner band 8 is firmly se-
cured to the brim and to the outer band 9
by a row of close stitching 12. The stitch-
ing 11 and 12 extends entirely around the
iat.

The entire rear face of the outer band 9
is covered with a layer 18 of suitable stiffen-
ing fabric which renders the band materially
less flexible than the inner band. The upper
and lower edges of band 9 are folded about
the edges of the stiffening material and the
latter 1s held in place by two rows of stitch-
ing 14 near its upper and lower edges. The
base of the crown formed by the band 8 and
the stiffened band 9 possesses as much body
and stifiness as the upper portion 1 of the
crown. In Figs. 2 and 5 the stiffening 13
has been omitted to simplify the showing.

The opposed vertically spaced edges of
the crown and brim and the opposed inner
and outer bands 8 and 9 form a flat, flex-
ible tube which forms the base of the crown.
The flat space within said tube extends en-
tirely around the hat and is of material
width. At the left side of the hat the outer
band 9 is provided with two eyelets 15
formed of metal or other rigid material.
These eyelets are spaced a relatively short
distance apart along the band 9 and define
vertically elongated openings communicat-
ing with the interior space of the tube. The
height of these openings is materially less
than that of the tube space, for a reason
which will presently appear.

Disposed within the tubular space at the
base of the crown is a freely flexible belt
16 of leather or other suitable material. For
the major portion of its length the belt 16
is nearly as wide as the space within the
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tube, while its ends are materially reduced
in width. Tt is trained around through the
tube and its reduced ends are trained out-
wardly through the eyelets 15. One end
of the belt is provided with a buckle or clasp
17. The other end is adapted to be trained
through said clasp and gripped thereby to
hold the belt in different contracted adjust-
ments. If the clasped end extends sufficiently
beyond the clasp 1t may be trained through
one of the eyelets, as indicated in Fig. 5.

To adjust the hat to different head sizes
the clasp 17 is released and the belt is con-
tracted or expanded as required. Contrac-
tion of the belt causes contraction of the
tubular structure forming the base of the
crown and adjusts the latter to fit the head.
The inner band 8 is much more flexible than
the remaining parts including the upper
crown portion 1, the brim 2 and the outer,
stiffened band 9. Consequently for a given
contraction of the belt, the band 8 will be con-
tracted more than said remaining parts.
JEven a decided contraction of the belt causes
no noticeable distortion of the exterior of
the hat. The latter, therefore, has a wide
range of adjustments without any objection-
able results.”

The contracting belt is thoroughly pro-
tected from tampering or removal from its
operative position. The entire length of its
wider portion is entirely confined and con-
cealed within the tube; the seams of the lat-
ter are securely stitched, and the eyelets 15
are only large enough to permit the free pas-
sage of the reduced ends of the belt. Con-
sequently the belt is positively held against
withdrawal from the tube. This protection
of the belt is a particularly good feature in
the case of a child’s hat where there is a
strong temptation to tamper with the belt.
The material width of the belt and its en-
closing tube is also a good feature as it

‘provides a liberal head-fitting area and bet-

ter distributes the pressure upon the head.
The belt also stiffens the base of the crown
and gives it a trim appearance. ,
Embodiment of my improved adjustment
feature in a hat does not in the least mar
the appearance thereof either by additional
structure or by distortion of the hat body.
In fact the eyelets, the exposed belt ends
and their clasp occupy the position of the
bow in a standard-hat and form an attrac-
tive trimiming. The hat is designed through-
out to render it thoroughly satisfactory and
comunercially desirable.  The thoroughly
practical adjustment feature relieves a mer-
chant of the necessity of carrying an exces-
sive number of hats of different head sizes.
‘While I have shown a most desirable em-
bodiment of my invention I do not wish to
be strictly limited to this disclosure but re-
serve the right to make such changes in de-
sign ‘and- application as will lie within the
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scope of the claims. For example the in-
vention is well suited for varicus forms of
headgear for men, women and children.

What I claim is:

1. An adjustable hat comprising a freely
flexible sweatband ; a less flexible outer band
of substantially the same width as the sweat-
band; a crown having its lower edge dis-
posed Letween the upper marginal edges of
said two bands; close stitching extending en-
tively avound the crown and securing 1t to
the bands; a brim having its inner edge dis-
posed betsveen the lower marginal edges of
the said two bands; close stitching securing
together the bands and the brim entirely
around the hat, the bands and the inter-
posed edges of the crown and brim defining
a flexible, flat tube of material width ex-
tending entirely around the hat at the base
of the crown; a pair of vertically elongated,
rigid eyelets in the outer band circumferen-
tially spaced a relatively short distance apart
at one side of the hat and opening into said
tube; a flat belt of material width trained
through the tube and provided with ends
reduced in width and trained outwardly
through said eyelets, the latter being smaller
than the wider portion of the belt to prevent
withdrawal thereof; and a clasp carried by
one end of the belt to engage the other end
and hold the belt and hat n different con-
tracted adjustments,

2. An adjustable hat comprising a sweat-
band; an outer band of substantially the
same width as the sweatband; a crown hav-
ing its lower edge disposed between the up-
per marginal edges of said two bands; close
stitching extending entirely around the
crown and securing it to the bands; a brim
having its inner edge disposed between the
lower marginal edges of said bands; close
stitching securing together the bands and the
brim entirely around the hat, the bands and
the interposed edges of the crown and brim
defining a flexible, flat tube of material
width extending entirely around the hat at
the base of the crownj a pair of vertically

elongated, rigid eyelets in the outer band cir-

cumferentially spaced a relatively short dis-
tance apart at one side of “the hat and
opening into said tube; a flat belt of mate-
rial width trained through the tube and
provided with ends reduced in width and
trained outwardly through said eyelets, the
latter being smaller than the wider portion
of the belt to prevent withdrawal thereof;
and a clasp carried by one end of the belt
fo engage the other end and hold the belt
and hat in different contracted adjustments,
3. An adjustable hat comprising a sweat-

band; an outer band; a.crown having its

lower edge disposed between the upper mar-
ginal edges of said bands; stitching extend-
ing entirely around the crown and securing
it to the bands; a brim having its inner

70

[>1

80

00

160

105

110

115

120

125

130



10

20

1,725,425

edge disposed between the lower marginal
edges of the bands; stitching securing to-
gether the bands and the brim entirely
around the hat, the bands and the interposed
edges of the crown and btim defining a flex-
ible, flat tube of material width extending
entirely around the hat at the base of the
crown; a pair of rigid eyelets in the outer
band circumferentially spaced a relatively
short distance apart and opening into said
tube; a belt of material width trained
through the tube and provided with ends
reduced in width and trained outwardly
through said eyelets, the latter being smaller
than the wider portion of the belt to prevent
the withdrawal thereof; and fastening means
to adjustably hold together the belt ends
outside of the hat and hold the belt and hat
in different contracted adjustments,

4. An adjustable hat comprising a freely
flexible sweatband; a less flexible outer band
of substantially the same width as the
sweatband; a crown having its lower edge
disposed between the upper marginal edges
of said bands; close stitching extending en-
tirely around the crown and securing it to
the bands; a brim having its inner edge
disposed between the lower marginal edges
of the bands; close stitching securing to-
gether the bands and the brim entirely
around the hat, the bands and the interposed
edges of the crown and brim defining a flexi-
ble, flat tube of material width extending
entirely around the hat at the base of the
crown; a pair of openings in the outer band
circumferentially spaced a relatively short
distance apart and opening into said: tube;
a flat belt of material width trained through
the tube and outwardly through said open-
ings; and fastening means to adjustably hold
together the belt ends outside of the hat
and hold the belt and hat in different con-
tracted adjustments.

5. A headgear

comprising a crown;

5 weans forming a flat, flexible tube secured

to and extending around the lower portion
of said crown and having a pair of restrict-
ed outlets spaced apart a relatively short
distance along said tube; a flat belt trained

3

through the tube, around the hat, and pro-
vided with ends reduced in width and
trained outwardly through said outlets, the
latter being smaller than the larger portion
of the belt and preventing the withdrawal
thereof from the tube; and fastening means
to adjustably fasten together the belt ends
and hold the belt and hat in different con-
tracted adjustments.

6. A headgear comprising a crown j means
forming a flat, flexible tube secured to and
extending around the base of the crown;
a pair of rigid eyelets mounted in the outer
wall of the tube and spaced apart a rela-
tively short distance along it; a flat belt
trained through the tube around the hat,
and provided with ends reduced in width
and trained outwardly through said eyelets,
the latter being smaller than the larger por-
tion of the belt and preventing the with-
drawal thereof from the tube; and fasten-
Ing means to adjustably fasten together the
belt ends at the exterior of the hat and hold
the hat and belt in different contracted ad-
justments.

7. An adjustable hat comprising a freely
flexible sweatband ; a less flexible outer band
of substantially the same width as the sweat-
band; a crown having its lower edge dis-
posed between the upper marginal edges of
sald two bands; close stitching extending
entirely around the crown and securing it
to the bands; a brim having its inner edge
disposed between the lower marginal edges
of said bands; close stitching securing fo-
gether the bands and the brim entirely
around the hat, the bands and the interposed
edges of the crown and brim defining a flex-
ible, flat tube of material width extending
entirely around the hat at the base of the
crown; a belt trained through the tube and
cmerging outwardly through said outer band
at one point; and means at the exterior of
the hat to hold the belt and hat in different
contracted adjustments.

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature.

ABRAHAM STEINGOLD.
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