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Specification of Letters Patent.

Application filed October 25, 1909. Serial No. 524,490. : :

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Auserr H. Fiewp, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Providence, in the county of Providence and
State of Rhode Island, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Com-
bined Receptacles and Chains for Keys;
and I do declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the'invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use th
same. '

This invention relates to a combined re-

ceptacle and chain for rings of keys.

One object of the invention is to provide

a device of this character by means of
which a large bunch of keys may be secured
and carried in the pockef without any in-
convenience and without wear to the cloth-
ing.
Another object is to provide a key re-
ceptacle which will be strong, durable and
inexpensive in construction, neat and at-
tractive in appearance, and well adapted to
the purpose for which it is designed.

With the foregoing and other objects in
view, the invention consists of certain novel
features of construction combination and
arrangement of parts, as will be more fully
described and particularly pointed out in
the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings: Figure 1
is a perspective view of the invention show-
ing the receptacle closed with the keys re-
tracted therein. Fig. 2, is a longitudinal
sectional view showing the receptacle open
and the keys in a retracted position therein.
Fig. 3, is a perspective view showing the
receptacle open' and the keys in position for
use. Fig. 4, is a perspective view of a
modified form of the receptacle, showing the
same closed; and Fig. 5, is a similar view
showing the receptacle open.’

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, 1, denotes the receptacle or case, which
is preferably formed of leather but which
may be constructed of metal, canvas or other
suitable material. The receptacle is of flat
rectangular shape having rounded corners,
whereby a_smooth attractive surface is pro-
vided, and which will facilitate the easy
insertion and removal of the receptacle in
and from the pocket. The receptacle 1 is
closed at its upper end and at its lower end
is shown in the first figures of the drawings,
as being provided with a closing flap 2,

which is adapted to be brought up over the
lower open end of the receptacle and is pro-
vided with the socket member 3, of a resil-
lent fastening, the opposite or stud member
4, of which 1s secured to the side of the re:
ceptacle as shown. In the closed upper end
of the receptacle is formed a series of open-
ings 5, the purpose of which will herein-
after appepr. _ v

Arranged in the receptacle 1, and slidably
engaged witle the apertures 5, is a loop
shaped key holding chain 6, on the lower
part of which are engaged keys which are
to be carried by the receptacle. The key
holding chain 6, has its upper free ends.con-
nected with a ring 7, with which may be
detachably secured one end of an ordinary
key chain 8, whereby the keys and the re-
ceptacle may be fastened to the clothing.

In addition to the chain 6, T may, if de-
sired, provide an additional chain 9, for
individually supporting a special key or one
that is more frequently used than the other
keys so that this particular key may be
readily singled out For use. The chain 9, is
connected at its upper end to the ring 7, and
also engages one of the openings 5, in the
casing or receptacle.. The special key for
which the chain 9, is provided, is preferably
connécted directly to the lower end of the
chain as shown. It will be obvious that
this additional chain may be dispensed with
if desired and similar loop chains provided.
" The lower portions of the chains 6 and 9,
pass through spaced apertures 10, in the
spreader bar 11, which is adapted to fit
within the casing or receptacle 1, when the
latter is in position over the keys, said bar

' holds the chain in position to spread the

keys, whereby when the litter are in opera-
tive position out of the casing ‘or receptacle,
the desired key may be readily singled out
and used. . . ' , v
In operation. of the device, when it is de-
sired to use a key, the flap 2, of the recep-

tacle is unfastened and the latter slipped’

up on the upper portions of the chain there-
by exposing the keys below the same when
the desired key may be found and used.
After the keys are used they are retracted
into or the receptacle slipped down on to
the same until' all of the keys are covered
after_which the closing flap 2, is brought
around and fastened, as clearly shown in
Fig. 1, of the drawings.

In Figs. 4 and 5, of the drawings, is
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shown a slightly inodified form of the re-
ceptacle, the latter being shown in this in-
stance as constructed without the closing
flap 2, and in place thereof is substituted
resilient stud and soclket or other suitable
form of fastening devices 12, which are ar-
ranged in the lower edge of the upper end
of the receptacle and when said edges are
brought together, are adapted to be engaged,
thus securely holding the end of the recep-
tacle in closed position. :

YWhile the receptacle is here shown and
described as adapted to be attached to a
key chain, it is obvious that the receptacle
may be carried in the pocket without the
provision of a key chain. It will also be
understood that the keys may be engaged
with the chain loop 6, by disconnecting one
end of-the same from the ring 7, or provid-
ing for the separation of the links at any
suitable point along the chain.

From the foregoing description taken in
connection with the accompanying draw-
ings, the construction and operation of the
invention will be readily understood with-
ont requiring a more extended explanation.

Various changes in the form, proportion
and the minor details of construction may
be resorted to-without departing from the
principle or sacrificing any of the advan-
tages of the invention, as defined in the ap-
pended claims.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is: : v

1. In a device of the character described,
a receptacle having formed in its upper end
a series of alined apertures, a chain loop
freely passing through two of said apertures
and adapted to support a bunch of keys, a
second chain passing through the other of
said apertures and adapted to individually
support a special key, and means to hold
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said keys spread apart to facilitate their

engagement with the case when the latter
is moved over the keys and means to close
the lower end of the receptacle after the
keys are engaged therewith.

9. In'a device of the class described, a re-
ceptacle provided in its upper end with a
plurality of alined chain-receiving aper-
tures, a flap adapted to close the lower end
of the receptacle, a chain loop passing
through two of the apertures of said recep-
tacle and adapted to support a bunch of
keys, a second chain passing through the
other of said apertures and adapted to in-
dividually support 'a special key and a
spreader bar slidably engaged with the
chains and adapted fo be drawn into the
receptacle with the keys, and means for con-
necting the chains to a key ring.

3. In a device of the class described, a re-
ceptacle provided in its upper end with a
plurality of alined chain-receiving aper-
tures, a flap adapted to close the lower end
of the receptacle, a chain loop passing

through two of the apertures of said recep-

tacle and adapted to support a plurality of
keys, 4 ring to conmect the ends of said
chain together, a second chain connected
with said ring and passing through the
other of said apertures, said second men-
tioned chain adapted to yieldingly support
a special key, a spreader bar slidably en-
gaged with the chains and adapted to be
drawn into the receptacle with the keys and
means for connecting said ring to a key ring.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto sct
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

nesses.
: " ALBERT H. FIELD.
Witnesses:
Fraxnk S. Burrows,
Cassros L. KNEELAND.
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