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The invention relates to devices for attaching curtains 
or the like to curtain track runners. 

Curtains intended for attachment to tracks by means 
of runners which are slidably engaged with the tracks are 
normally provided with an upper edge portion (com 
monly, and hereinafter, termed a "heading') which, 
when the curtain is attached to the track by means of 
runners, extends above and conceals the curtain track and 
runners. This is particularly desirable for the sake of 
neatness when the track and the upper part of the curtain 
are not concealed by means of a pelmet. 

Frequently the heading of a curtain tends to droop 
after the curtain has been in use for a while, so that it 
not only fails to conceal the track, but itself detracts from 
the neatness of appearance of the curtain. 

Usually, a curtain is not attached directly to the run 
ners of its supporting track, but is attached thereto by 
means of an attaching device, of which many different 
kinds are available. Some of these devices have been 
designed with the object of providing a measure of sup 
port for the heading of the curtain, so as to assist in main 
taining the heading in an erect position in which it full 
fills its purpose of concealing the curtain track. The 
present invention is specifically concerned with devices of 
this latter kind, such devices being hereinafter referred to 
for convenience as "curtain hooks.” 
The general object of the present invention is to provide 

a curtain hook which affords adequate support for the 
heading of a curtain which it is used, and which is easily 
and removably engageable both with the curtain and 
with the runners of the curtain track. 
A particular object of the invention is to provide a 

curtain hook which is firmly engageable with an associ 
ated curtain track runner, in such a manner that move 
ment of the hook in relation to the runner is substantially 
avoided, so that the hook provides a firm support for the 
heading of a curtain which is attached to the hook. In 
this way, the invention avoids the disadvantages of cer 
tain known kinds of curtain hooks, which are only loosely 
attached to their associated runners, and which in con 
Sequence tend to become easily disengaged from the run 
ners, and also fail to provide a sufficiently firm support 
for the heading of the curtain. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be 
apparent from the following description. 
The curtain hook provided by the invention has a 

mounting portion which is adapted for wedging engage 
ment on a lower end part of an associated curtain track 
runner, and a Supporting portion including a plurality of 
fingers which extend upwardly from the mounting por 
tion so that, when the hook is engaged on an associated 
runner as aforementioned and the runner is engaged with 
an associated curtain track, the fingers are disposed in 
front of, and extend above the level of, the curtain track; the fingers being removably engageable within pockets, 
loops, or the like, provided on the rear face of the head 
ing of a curtain so as to support the heading in an erect 
position corresponding to that of the fingers. 

For preference, the hook is shaped so that its mount 
ing portion extends downwardly from the lower end of a 
runner on which it is engaged as aforesaid, whilst the 
fingers of its supporting portion extend forwardly and 
upwardly from the lower end of the mounting portion, 

O 

2 5 

30 

3. 5 

40 

60 

65 

70 

2 
so that the weight of the curtain is taken by the hook at 
the junction of the fingers with the mounting portion of 
the hook. In this way, by using the hook with an ap 
propriately designed runner, it is possible to ensure that 
the weight of the curtain is taken at a point substantially 
directly below the point or points at which the runner 
bears on the associated track, thereby avoiding any 
tilting of the runner in relation to the track, and, in the 
case of some kinds of track and runners, the consequent 
possibility that the runner may jam or wedge against the 
track so that the free movement of the runner along the 
track is impeded. 
A curtain hook constituting one embodiment of the 

invention will now be described in more detail by way of 
example of how the invention can be carried into effect, 
and with reference to the accompanying drawings, in 
which: 
FIGURE 1 is a fragmentary front elevation illustrating 

the manner in which a curtain is mounted on the runners 
of a curtain track by means of the hook; 
FIGURE 2 is a rear elevation of the hook mounted on 

an associated runner, which is shown in engagement with 
a portion of curtain track; 
FIGURE 3 is a side elevation of FIGURE 2; and 
FIGURE 4 is a rear perspective view of the hook by 

itself, on a larger scale than that of any of the preceding 
figures. 
As shown in the drawings, the hook consists of a 

mounting portion which is generally indicated by the 
reference number 1, and a supporting portion which is 
generally indicated by the reference numeral 2. The 
hook is designed for use with a conventional kind of C 
section curtain track 3 and associated runners 4, the mount 
ing portion of the hook being designed for wedging 
engagement over a substantially circular lower end part 
4a of a runner 4 so that the mounting portion 1 of the 
hook extends downwardly from the said end part 4a of 
the runner. 
To enable the mounting portion to be thus engaged 

with the end part 4a of the runner 4, the upper end part of 
the mounting portion is formed with a pair of cheeks 
5, constituted by rearwardly inturned side edge portions 
of the mounting portion 1, the formation of the cheeks 5 
being such that the upper part of the mounting portion 

is tapered somewhat towards its upper end, as shown 
particularly in FIGURES 2 and 4 of the drawings. In 
this way, when the upper end part of the mounting portion 
1 of the hook is applied to the lower end part 4a of its 
associated runner 4, the cheeks 5 fit around the part 4a, 
and become wedged thereon owing to the upward con 
vergence of the sides of the upper end part of the mount 
ing portion . The hook thus becomes firmly engaged 
with the runner 4, and is substantially rigid therewith. 
The supporting portion 2 of the hook extends forwardly 

and upwardly from the lower end of the mounting por 
tion , and consists of four fingers 6 which diverge slightly 
from each other, fanwise, from their lower to their up 
per ends. At their lower ends, the fingers are united 
integrally with the material of the mounting portion 1 of 
the hook. For preference the fingers 6 are rounded at 
their upper ends, although in the drawings they are shown 
as being Substantially squared off at their upper ends. 
The hook is intended for use as shown in FIGURE 1 

in supporting a curtain 7 having a heading 7a, to the 
rear face of which is sewn a strip of a known kind of 
curtain heading tape 8 formed with a plurality of vertical 
slots or pockets 9 disposed transversely of the tape and 
Spaced regularly from each other along the length of the 
tape. The attachment of the curtain to the hook is ef 
fected by inserting the fingers 6 of the hook into four 
of the pockets 9 of the tape 8, so that the lower ends 
of the pockets 9, and the lower edge of the tape 8, lie 
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within the angle formed at the junction of the fingers 
6 with the mounting portion of the hook. 
The distance between the fingers 6 is less than the dis 

tance between the pockets 9 of the tape 8, so that, as 
shown in FIGURE 1 of the drawings, a series of pleats 
10 are formed at intervals along the length of the head 
ing 7a, at the places where the heading is engaged with 
the fingers 6 of its supporting hooks. 
The hook shown in the drawings is particularly suit 

able for use with C-section curtain track and its asso 
ciated runners, as also shown in the drawings. FIGURE 
3 of the drawings, in particular, shows the conventional 
kind of runner used with this kind of curtain track, and 
these runners have a tendency to tilt in a plane at right 
angles to the length of the track, so that the heads of 
the runners tends to jam or wedge against the faces of 
the track above and below the aperture therein, and 
thereby impede the free movement of the runner along 
the track. The nature of this difficulty will be apparent 
from a consideration of the runner 4 shown in FIGURE 
3 of the drawings. 
As the weight of the curtain supported by the hook is 

taken at the lowest point of the hook, at the junction 
of the mounting portion 1 and supporting portion 2 of 
the hook, it is desirable that this point should be disposed 
substantially directly beneath the bearing surface 4b of 
the head of the runner. For this purpose, the angular 
intermediate portion 4c of the runner 4 shown in FIG 
URE 3 is preferably considerably shortened, so that the 
lower end part 4a of the runner is brought more directly 
beneath the bearing portion 4b. As this modification of 
the runner 4 is an obvious one, and as the runner by it 
self does not form part of the present invention, the 
modification just described has not been illustrated sepa 
rately in the accompanying drawings. 
To facilitate the engagement of the mounting por 

tion 1 of the hook on the lower end part 4a of certain 
kinds of runners 4, and particularly on the lower end 
part of the modified runner suggested in the preceding 
paragraph, the lower part of the mounting portion 1 of 
the hook may be formed with an aperture, as indicated 
in broken lines at 11 in FIGURES 2 and 4 of the draw 
ings. The purpose of such an aperture is to temporarily 
and partially accommodate the end part 4a of the asso 
ciated runner while the upper end part of the mounting 
portion 1 of the hook is correctly positioned in relation 
to the end part 4a. By then straightening the hook to its 
normal erect position shown in the drawings, and moving 
the hook downwardly for a small distance, the cheeks 5 of 
the upper end part of the mounting portion are brought 
into the desired Wedging engagement with the lower end 
part 4a of the runner 4. 

Although, in the hook shown in the drawings, the 
fingers 6 are shown as being in the form of flat strips 
integrally united with the mounting portion 1 of the 
hook, this is not necessarily the case, and the fingers may 
consist of lengths of round metal wire or rod, which may 
be attached at their lower ends, by soldering or other 
Wise, to the lower end of the mounting portion 1. Also, 
When the fingers are in the form of flat strips as shown 
in the drawings, each of them may be formed with a 
centrally located ridge or spine extending lengthwise of 
the finger for the gerater part of the length of the finger, 
for the purpose of providing added strength. For pref. 
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4. 
erence such a rigid spine would be continued around the 
angle formed at the junction of each finger 6 with the 
mounting portion 1. 
The pockets 9 of the tape 8 are open at their upper 

ends, which are normally disposed some distance below 
the upper edge of the tape 8 as shown in FIGURE 1 of 
the drawings. The length of the fingers 6 is such that they 
do not extend substantially above the upper ends of the 
pockets 9, and do not in any case project above the 
upper edge of the heading 7a of the curtain 7. Although 
the hook shown in the drawings has four fingers 6, a 
greater or smaller number of fingers may be provided 
according to the circumstances in which the hook is to 
be used, and according to the pleating or other effect de 
sired at the heading of the curtain. 
The hooks shown in the drawings may be fabricated 

in any Suitable manner, and may for example be stamped 
Out of sheet metal, or moulded in a suitably rigid syn 
thetic resinous material. Other possible methods of 
fabrication of the hook will be obvious to those in the 
trade concerned. 

I claim: 
1. A curtain hook having a flat mounting portion in 

cluding a pair of cheeks formed on an upper part thereof, 
said cheeks including inturned convergently disposed side 
edges and adapted to encompass partially the lower end 
part of an associated curtain track runner, and a sup 
porting portion formed on a lower part of said mount 
ing portion including a plurality of flat fingers which 
are Spaced from and extend upwardly and beyond the 
mounting portion so that, when the hook is engaged on 
an associated runner as aforementioned and the runner 
is engaged with an associated curtain track, the fingers 
are disposed in front of, and extend above the level of, 
the curtain track; the fingers being spaced from each 
Other and being removably engageable within loops pro 
vided on the rear face of the heading of a curtain so as 
to Support the heading in an erect position corresponding 
to that of the fingers. 

2. A curtain hook according to claim 1, and wherein 
the lower part of the said mounting portion is formed 
With an aperture adapted to partially accommodate the 
Said lower end part of the runner during the operation 
of engaging the mounting portion on the said part of 
the runner. 

3. A curtain hook according to claim 1, and wherein 
the said fingers diverge from each other fanwise from 
their lower to their upper ends. 

References Cited by the Examiner 
UNITED STATES PATENTS 

678,523 7/01 Simpson --------------- 24-86 
2,276,992 3/42. Mangler. 
2,698,455 1/55 McMurray ---------- 16-87.4 
2,901,037 8/59 Yohner et al. 160-346 
2,986,768 6/61 Perlmutter ------ 16-87.2 
3,062,281 11/62 Solomon ------------- 160-348 
3,081,819 3/63 Lydard ----------- 160-348 
3,090,431 5/63 Stubblefield - 160-345 

FOREIGN PATENTS 
1,056,801 5/59 Germany. 

DONLEY J. STOCKING, Primary Examiner, 


