C. A. POOLE.

. TILTABLE STREET POST.
APPLICATION FILED JUNE 23, 1916,

=== " Patented M&y14: 1918,

1,266,152,

TG s ST gy
BN ot o

e
e



50

B5

A, POOLE, OF JERBEY CITY, NEW J ERSEY.

TILTABLE STREIET-POST,

A T

Specification of Letters Patent. Patented

BYiav

pi:ae

v 14, 1918,

Application filed June 23, 1918. - Serial No. 105,400,

7,

o all awhom it may concern.: »

Be it known that I, Crmarues A, Poorr, ve-
siding at Jersey City, in the county of Hud-
son and State of New Jersey, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Tiltable Street-Posts, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

This invention relates to a tiltable street
post and the object thereof is to provide a
post which may be set up in a thoroughfare
as a dirvection or like signal. and which com-
ises means whereby 1t will automasically
ht itself in case it should be accidentally
struck over by a passing vehicle. »

A further object is to provide improved
means for maintaining the post against dis-
placement from its intended position when
struck, and to provide improved means for
causing the post to right itself.

A further object is to provide a collapsible
cage or lantern structure in connection with
the post whereby the likelihood of injury
to the Jantern or to passing vehicles may
be reduced to a minimum.

A further object is to provide an im-
proved and efficient means for connecting the
post structure to the bed of the thorough-
fare. also improved means for providing
electrical connection, ete., with the post
structure.

Other objects and aims' of the invention,
more or less specific than those referred to
above, will be in part cbvious and in part
pointed out in the course of the following
description of the elements, combinations,
arrangements of parts and applications of
principles, constituting the invention; and

the seope of protection contemplated will be

indicated in the appended eclaims.

in the accompanying drawings which are
to be taken as a part of this specification;
and in which I have shown a merely pre-
ferred form of embodiment of the inven-
tion:

Figure 1 is a transverse vertical sectional
view through a post structure made in ac-
cerdance with the provisions of this inven-
tion, ‘

ffig. 2 is a plan view of the part of the
device which is fixed permanently to the
road-bed. : )

Fig. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary detail
sectional views and .

Iig. 4 1s a horizontal sectional view taken

upon the plane of line IV—IV of Fig. 3.

Referring to the drawings for a detailed

description of the structure which is illus-
trated thercin, the reference character L in-
dicates the body of the post, the reference
character (& indicites a box which is fixed
permanently in the road-bed, and the refer-
ence character H indicates’ an attaching
member which is adapted to be detachably
fixed to the cover 1 of the box G and about
which the body L is free to swing.

Any suitable means may be employed for
detachably connecting the attaching member
to the cover 1 but preferably 1 bayonet-slot
arrangement 1s provided. s illustrated,
the cover, which will be hereinafter referred
to as the ground plate, is provided with an
annular groove 2 therein having an over-
hanging flange 3, said flange being cut away
at opposite points, as at 4, to permit the in-
troduction of a pair of hook-shaped legs 5
depending from the attaching meniber H,
By inserting the legs 5 within the openings
4 and theveafter rotating the attaching mem-
ber the hook-shaped portions of said legs
will engage beneath the under surface of
the flange 3 and will prevent accidental dis-
connection of the attaching member, as will
be readily understood. TIf desired, the wn-
der surface of the flange 3 may be beveiod
for more firmly gripping the ‘ends of the
legs 5 as the attaching member is rotated.

The upper surface of the attaching mem-
ber is frusto-conical in shape and a series
of teeth 6 is provided about the base thereof.

The lower end of the body L is connected
to an egg-shaped shell 7 which normally fits
down over the frusto-conical portion of the
attaching member, the lower annular edge
of said shell being provided with teeth 8
for intermeshing with the teeth 6 to prevent

“any unintentional rotation of the shell rela-

tively to the attaching member.

In case, for any reason, the post should be
thrown down, as-into any one of the dotted
positions shown in Tig. 1, the teeth 6 and 8
will maintain their engagement at least at
one point and will insure the proper rela-
tive position between the body and the at-

taching member.

The body L prefefably compriges g tu-
bular member having its lower end threaded

upon an extension 9 at the upper e¢nd of the -

shell 7.

Within the body L a tube 10 is provided
and within said tube a piston head 11. A
connecting cable or rod 12 extends from the
piston rod 11 downwardly through the tube
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10 into connection with the upper end of
the attaching member H: A spring 13 ix
arranged within the tube 10 for pressing
the piston head upwardly, the lower end of
the spring resting upon a shoulder 14
formed upon the shell 7.

The upper end of the tube 10 is closed by
a cap 15 having a valve 16 therein, said
valve being arranged to open when the pis-
ton 11 moves downwardly. but to close when
the piston moves upwardly. The valve is
provided with a small vent therein for per-
mitting a gradual upward movement of the
piston.

By this means when the post is thrown
over to one side, say to the position shown
by the dotted lines at the left of Fig. 1.
the cable 12 will. draw down the piston 11
against the tension of the spring. the valve
16 opening to permit free downward move-
nient of the piston. As soon as the post
is released the spring will move the piston
upwardly, -and the post. pivoting at the
point X, will swing upwardly again into
its origingl position, the valve 16 meanwhile
closing to brake the upward swinging so as
to prevent any undue \mck and forth move-
nient. or so as to prevent likelihood of injury
cither to the post of fo any person or. props
orty that mayv be in a position to be stiuck by
the post during the rising movement.

The same operation. of course, will oceur
when the post is thrown to any radial po-
sition. ’

Any suitable cage or lantern structure
may Ie provided at the upper end of the
hody but preferably a collapsible one is
emploved. .

Tn the stracture illustrated a globe 17 is

fixed to the upper end of the body L and a

lamp 18 is arranged therein. Tt is.intended
that the globe 17 be made of a flexible trans-
parent material, such as celluloid. mica, or
the like, and it is held in normal position, as
shown by the full lines in Fig. 1, by a stand-
ard 19 extending upwardly within the same,
the lower-end of the standard being fixed
to the upper end of the body T. A head
20 is provided upon the standard for en-
gaging against the inner upper end surface
of the globe to retain it in normal position.
A series of toggle links 21 are arranged ex-
teriorly of the globe so as to form a cage
to protect the globe, said toggle links heing

“pivotally connected at their lower ends fo

the npper end of the body L. at their upper
ends to a slide plate 22 slidably engaging
the standard 19. ' ' ‘
TWhen pressure is brought to bear npo
the sides of the cage which is forined hy the
toggle links, said links are straightened out
more .or less, as illustrated by the dotted
lines. This is accomplished without undue
shock to the lamp, or to the globe. and
ample protection is thereby afforded.
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The fact that the cage is collapsible is
also of material advantage and value for
protecting the passing vehicles. For in-
stance, in case a vehicle should knock the
post down and run over the same. the cage
will be readily collapsed by contact with the
under mechanism of the vehicle and injury
to the under mechanism of the vehicle will
be thus avoided. .

The lanp 18 may be supplied from a tank
of gas. or from any other suitable source
contained within the box G. 1f desired, in
which instance a tube or cable or the like,
as 23, will extend upwardly through an
opening 24 in the top of the box. thence
through an opening 25 in the attaching
member H. thence along the inner surtface
of the shell 7 and upwardly through the
body I. to the lamp. ‘ '

Usually, however, the supply for the lamyp
ig drawn from an outside source through a
cable 26, as illustrated. ' ‘

Tt is also a parvt of this invention to pro-
vide a signal device. as 27, in connection
with the post adapted to be sounded. or to
give a signal by some other means. when for
instance fire engines or the like are ap-
proaching the vieinity of the post. For
this purpose the cables 26 and 23 may con-
tain wires connected to the five alarm box.
or {o some other source, said wires lead-
ing to the signal 27 whereby said signal may
be caused to operate nupon the approach of .
the fire engines, or the like. so that the at-
tendant policeman or gnard may be ap-
prised of the necessity for clearing the’
thoroughfare preparatory to the passage
of the fire engines. . _ '

Since it is intended that the attaching
member H be removed when desired. it
becomes mnecessary to provide means for
closing the opening 24 in the ground plate,
or top 1. For this purpose the ground plate
iz provided with an annular ledge 28 thereon
adapted to receive and support a suitable
closure member, :

“As many changes could be made in this
construction without departing from the
scope of the following claims, it is in-

tended that all  matter contained in the.

above description or shown in the accom-
panying drawing shall be interpreted as
jllustrative only and not in a Hmiting sense.

Having thus described my invention what -
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is: :

1.-In a street post, a ground plate, an at-
taching member detachably connected to
said ground plate, a post movably connected
to said "attaching member, and resilient
means for maintaining said post in a normal
position. ,

9. In a street post, a gronnd plate, an at-
taching member detachably connected to
said ground plate, a post movably connected
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to said attaching member, and resilient
means extending between said attachin
member and said post for maintaining sai
post in a normal position. :

3. In a street post, a ground plate, an at-
taching member detachably connected to
said ground plate, a post connected to said
attaching member movable into and out of a
normal position, means for urging the post
into said normal position, and means for
braking the movement of the post into said
normal position. :

4. A device of the clasg described, a post,
means for resiliently connecting the post to
a road-hed or the like, comprising ‘a piston
arranged within the post having connection
with ‘a part fixed to the road-bed, a spring
engaging the piston to force the piston up-
wardly away from the road-bed adapted to
be compressed when the piston moves in one
direction and adapted thereby to urge the
piston in an opposite direction for maintain-
ing the post in a vertical position, and means
cobperating with the piston to brake move-
ment thereof in one of
the purpose set forth. :

5. A device of the class described, com-
prising a post, a lamp at the upper end of

said post, a_box beneath said post, means for

resiliently connecting said post to said box,
supply conducting means for said lamp
within said box, and -extensible means for
ronnecting said conducting means with said
lamp. - v - :
6. A street post likely to be knocked down
by a passing vehicle or the like, means car-
ried thereby likely to be injured by the fall-
ing of the
cage for said last mentioned means, .
7. A street post likely to be knocked down
by a passing vehicle or the like, means car-

said directions for -

post, and a collapsible protecting .

s

Tied thereby likely to be injured by the fall-
“ing of the

post, and a flexible globe for said
last mentioned means. :

8. A street post likely to be knocked down
by a passing vehicle or the like, means car-
ried thereby-likely to be injured by the fall-
ing of the -post, a flexible globe for said last
mentioned means, and a protecting casing
for said globe. : -

9. A street post likely to be knocked down
by a passing vehicle or the like, means car-
ried thereby likely to be injured by the fall-

45

50

ing of the post, a flexible globe for said last

mentioned means, and « collapsible cage for
said globe. '

10. A street post likely to be knocked
down by a passing vehicle or the like, means
carried thereby likely to be injured by the
falling of the post, a flexible globe for said
last mentjoned - means, a casing for said
globe, and means whereby said casing is
adapted to flex said globe when pressure is
brought to bear laterally upon said casing,
~ 11. A street post likely to be knocked
down by a passing vehicle or the - like, a
signal carried thereby likely to injure the
passing vehicle, and means whereby said
signal 1s collapsible to avoid-injury to the
vehicle. » :

12. A street post likely to be knocked
down by a passing vehicle or the like, a Jamp

and means whereby said cage is collapsible
to avoid injury to the passing vehicle, .
In testimony whereof T affix my signature
in the presence of two witnesses. ’
- . CHARLES A. POOLE..
" Witnesses: -
- L. Gessrorp Hanpy,
"Exma WEeINBERG.
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~at the upper end thereof, a cage for said -
Jlamp likely to injure the passing vehicle,



