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To ail whom it may conceriv:

Be it known that I, ANTHONY S. DERSCH, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of North Greenfield, in the county of Mil-
waukee and State of Wi isconsin, have invent-
ed certain new and useful Imp1 ovements in
Harness-Saddles; and I do hereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact
description thereof.

My invention has for its main objeet to
prevent sore back on a driving-horse, as well
as to lighten harnpess and improve fit of same,
said invention consisting in the material and
structural peculiarities of the back - fitting
harness-saddle hereinafter particularly set
forth, with reference to the accompanying
drawing, and subsequently claimed.

The drawing represents a perspective view
of a harness-saddle embodying all the fea-
tures of my invention.

Referring by letterto the drawing, A B rep-
resent arch-shaped sole-leather plies of such
proportfions as may be found most desirable
in practice. The plies are shaped while moist,
and being permanently set, by drying, thev
are centered one upon the other and fa-stened
together by stitching, riveting, or other suit-
able means to form my improved harness-
saddle. While a plurality of the plies is
necessary, there may be more than the two
herein shown, but ordinarily two will be suffi-
cient.

Ashereinshown, the inner ply is the shorter
and the ends of the outer ply extend an equal
distance beyond said inner ply. It is also to
be understood that if more than two plies be
utilized they will be successively of increas-
ing length in an outward direction, and the
ends of all the plies are reduced in thickness,
by skiving, to provide for close yielding fit
The stiff central
or highest portion of the saddle is always out
of contact with the back of a horse, and there-
fore said saddle depends on its yielding ends
for support.

The bearing euds of the harness-saddle are
sufficiently phable as to antomatically adjust
themselves to the back of any horse, and they

(Mo model)

also yield to motion of the animal, thereby
preventing the animal from beeommg sore.

The saddle is shown provided with open-
ings b for terret-shanks, and other openings ¢
for the engagement of rivets employed to hold
a check-hook in place.

In some instances it may be found desir-
able to further stiffen that portion of the sad-
dle that does not contact with the back of a
horse, and therefore a longitudinal stiffener-
strip C of steel or other sultable material is
shown rigidly secured in a corresponding re-
cess formed in the outer ply of said saddle
and extending in opposite directions from the
center of same for a limited distance.

Because of its light weight and the auto-
matic horse-conforming extremities of the
saddle the latter, additionally stiffened or
othelmse, is especmlly well adapted for use
in connection with racing-harness.

Having thus deqcrlbed my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A harness-saddle made from a plurality
of arch-shaped and skived-end sole-leather
plieshaving sueeessively-increasing lengthin
outward progression centered and fastened fo-
gether, Wheleby said saddle has pliable auto-

matic horse - confor ming exfremities but is
otherwise sufficiently stlff to stand elear of
the animal.

2. A harness-saddle made from a plurality
of arch-shaped and skived-end sole-leather
plieshaving successively-inereasinglength in
outward progression centered and fastened to-
gether, and a strip of steel or other suitable
material seated in a corresponding recess in
the outermost ply extending in opposite di-
rections from the center of the same for a
limited distance.

In testimony that T claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand, at Milwaukee, in
the county of Milwaukee and State of Wis-
consin, in the presence of two witnesses.

ANTHONY S. DERSCIL

\Vltnesses.

N. E. OLIPHANT,
B. C. ROLOFF,.
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Correction in Letters Patent No. 564,976.

It is hereby certified that the names of the assignees in Letters Patent No. 564,976
granted August 4, 1896, upon the application of Anthony 8. Dersch, of North Green
field, Wisconsin, for an improvement in « Harness-Saddletrees,” were erroneousl]
written and printed “John A. Gerinscheid and John T. Gerinscheid,” whereas sai(
names should have been written and printed John A. Girmseheid and, John T. Girm
scheid; and that the said Letters Patent should be read with this correction therei
that the same may conform to the record of the case in the Patent Office.

Signed, countersigned, and sealed this 18th day of August, A. D. 1896.

[sEAL.] JNO: M. REYNOLDS,
Assistant Secretary of the Interior.

Countersigned :
8. T. FisHER,
Acting Commissioner of Patents.



