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This invention relates to new and useful.im 
rovements instrapless bras S. 
Heretofore, numerous types, and designs of 

strapless brassières have been made which main 
tain their position without the need of shoulder 
straps. These strapless brassières usually make 
use of metallic wire forms or elastic portions in 
serted in various parts of the brassières. It is 
sold to use elastic strips or tapes along, portions 
of the top edge of brassières. However, such 
insertions were not sufficient to firmly and se 
curely hold the brassières in place, and conse 
quently additional supports, such as cross straps 
or inserts lower down on the brassières were 
used. The dominating feature of this invention 
resides in the arrangement of an elastic tape upon 
the top edge portion of a brassière in a manner 
S0 that it is capable of Securely holding the strap 
less brassière in position without requiring ad 
ditional supporting devices. 
This invention particularly relates to a strap 

less brassière having two breast receiving pockets, 
a straight bottom edge portion, and a top edge 
portion which is low between said pockets and 
curved upWardly to the top portions of said pock 
ets and then downwardly to the end portions of 
the brassière. This invention proposes an elastic 
tape mounted with elastic stitches along the en 
tire length of said top edge portion of the 
brassière following the curvature thereof. It is 
proposed that this elastic tape when in a nor 
mally relaxed condition should contract the 
brassière into substantially U-shape form provid 
ing strapless holding up of the brassière when 
stretched straight and worn in a stretched condi 
tion, 
Another object of the invention is the con 

struction of a brassière as described which is 
simple and durable and which may be manu 
factured and sold at a reasonable cost. 

For further comprehension of the invention, 
and of the objects and advantages thereof, ref 
erence Will be had to the following description 
and accompanying drawing, and to the appended 
claims in which the various novel features of 
the invention are more particularly set forth. 

In the accompanying drawing forming a ma 
terial part of this disclosure: 

Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of a strapless 
brassière constructed in accordance with this in 
vention and illustrated in a free condition. 

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary front elevational view 
of the brassière shown in Fig. 1 but in a stretched 
Out straight condition as it would appear when 
ready to be WOrn. 

line 4-4 of Fig. 3. 

Fig. 3...is a fragmentary enlarged view of the 
-top cent on of Fig.2. - - - - - - - 

Fig. 4 rtical sectional view, taken on the 
This invention is applied. 
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and curved upwardly to the top portions 
said pockets and then downwardly to the end 
portions 6 and 7 of the brassière. The bras 
sière f O preferably is provided with stays 8 
about the pockets f for supplementing the Sup 
porting action of the brassière. The end por 
tions 6 and 7 are of conventional construc 
tion. The end portion f6 is provided with the 
usual elastic insert 2 and eyelets 9 cooperative 
with hooks 20 on the end portion 7 of the bras 
siere. Further details of the brassière itself need 
not be given in this specification because they 
are not important in so far as this invention goes. 
A new feature of the strapless brassière, in ac 

cordance with this invention, comprises an elastic 
tape 22 mounted with elastic stitches 23 along 
the entire length of said top edge portion 3 
of the brassière, and in a normally relaxed posi 
tion forming said brassière into substantially U 
shape form, as clearly illustrated in Fig. 1, for 
providing strapless support of said brassière When 
stretched straight, as illustrated in Fig. 2, and 
worn in said stretched condition. The elastic 
tape 22 is in the form of a strip of elastic ma 
terial which is bent along its longitudinal center 
forming a top bent portion 24 and side portions 
25 and 26. These side portions 25 and 26 engage 
on the front and back sides of the top edge 
portion of the brassière. 
The elastic stitches 23 comprise conventional 

zig-zag stitches well known in the art. The elas 
tic tape 22 is mounted along the top edge por 
tion 3 of the brassière by stretching it and sew 
ing it down in a stretched condition. It is in 
portant that the elastic tape 22 have sufficient 
elasticity and be stretched sufficiently when ap 
plied so that when it is free it is capable of 
forming the brassière into the U-shape forma 
tion illustrated in Fig. 1. 
The operation and use of the new brassière 

may be understood from the following: 
The brassière, when in a free condition, ap 

pears as illustrated in Fig. 1. When worn the 
Wearer merely grips the two ends thereof and 
pulls them apart, stretching the brassière so that 
it assumes the formation illustrated in Fig. 2, 
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and then engages the brassière in position about 
her body in the usual way. Because the elastic 
tape 22 extends the entire length of the top edge. 
portion of the brassière it is capable of applying 
unifornia pressure completely about the body of 
the Wearer for securely and firmly holding the 
brassière in position. Without requiring the addi 
tion of croSS Straps, elastic inserts, or other de 
W1CeS. 
From actual trial it was determined that short 

lengths of elastic tape mounted on portions of 
the top edge of the brassière did not suffice. 
Brassières so constructed were not secure. More 
over, it was also discovered that when the elastic 
tape 22 is mounted along the entire length of 
the top edge portion 3 of the brassière it does 
not materially deform the curvature of the top 
edge portion of the brassière when the latter is 
Worn because of the reaction of the Wearer's body 
against the brassière itself. 
While I have illustrated and described the 

preferred embodiment of my invention, it is to 
be understood that I do not limit myself to the 
precise construction herein disclosed and the 
right is reserved to all changes and modifica 
tions coming within the scope of the invention 
as defined in the appended claim. 

Having thus described my invention, what I 
claim as new and desire to secure by United 
States Letters Patent is: 
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4. 
In a strapless brassière, a sufficient length of 

elastic tape mounted across the top portion of 
the brassière in order to contract said top por 
tion sufficiently when the brassière is in a free 
condition to give the brassière a U-shape in 
which the end portions of the brassiere extend 
upwards of the central portion, and means for 
connecting said end portions when said brassière 
is stretched straight about a Wearer's body and 
worn in order that the central portion of the 
brassière is forced upwards for lifting the breasts. 
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