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2,787,350
HAND LUGGAGE

Sidney Platt, Highland Park, I, assignor to Platt Lug-
gage, Inc,, Chicago, Iil., a corporation of Ilinois

Application July 25, 1955, Serial No. 524,097
5 Claims. (Cl 190—53)

The present invention relates to hand luggage having
a pair of complemental sections defining adjacent, open-
sided compartments for the storage and/or transportation
of articles and more particularly to light-weight hand lug-
gage which is padded in appearance.

The objects of the present invention are to provide light-
weight hand luggage which has a sufficiently rigid frame-
work to enable the luggage to withstand the stresses and
strains which it will normally encounter during use and
handling; to provide hand luggage of simple, light-weight
construction having supple, shape-retaining, side walls
which are padded in appearance; to provide hand luggage
having soft, flexible side walls which are capable of main-
taining their shape without wrinkling, bulging, or other-
wise becoming deformed from use; and to provide hand
luggage of improved design and construction which is
simple and inexpensive to manufacture and which is ex-
ceptionally rugged and durable.

Further objects and advantages of the present invention
will become apparent from the following description and
accompanying drawings of a selected embodiment of the
invention.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a hand luggage case
formed in accordance with the present invention with por-
tions broken away to illustrate the internal construction;

Figure 2 is an enlarged top plan view of one corner
of the luggage case illustrated in Figure 1 with portions
broken away to show the underlying construction;

Figure 3 is a perspective view of part of the luggage
case shown in Figure 1, the luggage case being illustrated
in open position and with the lining and padding absent
to show some of the details of the internal construction;

Figure 4 is an enlarged, inwardly directed plan view
of one corner of the upper compartment shown in Figure
3; and

Figure 5 is a partial sectional view of. the luggage
case without its lining, padding, or fixtures, taken along
line 5—5 of Figure 3.

The present invention is illustrated and will be herein-
after described in connection with a rectangular, box-type
luggage case. However, it should be understood that the
present invention is not limited to a luggage case having
the illustrated and/or described form, shape, or size.

The luggage case 10 illustrated in Figure 1 of the draw-
ings includes a pair of complementary, rectangular shaped
sections or compartments 12 and 14, The compartment
12, which for convenience may be called the lower com-
partment, includes a top wall 16, a bottom wall 18, a
pair of end walls 20, and a side wall 22 and the com-
plementary compartment 14, which for convenience may
be called the upper compartment, includes a top wall
24, a bottom wall 26, a pair of end walls 28, and a side
wall 39, The upper compartment 14 is hingedly con-
nected to the lower compartment 12 by suitable hinge
structures 32 so as to permit the upper compartment
14 to move relative to the lower compartment 12 from a
closed position which is illustrated in Figire 1 to an open
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position which is illustrated in Figure 3. The hinged
structures may be attached in the usual fashion to the
bottom walls 18 and 26 of the compartments 12 and 24,
respectively, The luggage case 10 is provided with the-
customary carrying handle 34 which is attached to the
top wall 16 of the lower compartment 12, suitable coopera-
tive strengthening and guide elements 36 which are at-
tached to the end walls 24 and 28, respectively, of the
compartments and latch elements 38 and locking elements
40 which are attached to the top walls 16 and 24, respec-
tively of the compartments.

The compartments 12 and 14 of the illustrated luggage
case are fabricated in a generally similar manner and
for simplicity, similar reference numerals will be used
to designate corresponding constructional elements of the
compartments. In accordance with the present invention,
each of the compartments includes a relatively rigid,
drum-type frame 42, a ring of resilient material 44 over-
lying a selected portion of the surface of the frame which
forms part of the side walls of the compartment, an outer
covering of flexible sheet material 46, and suitable finish-
ing elements such as padding 48 and a lining 59.

Each of the drum-type frames 42 of the compartments
12 and 14 may be composed of any rigid material, such
as plastic, light-weight sheet metal, fiberboard, plywood,
etc. which may be conveniently pierced by the needle
of a heavy-duty stitching machine. Plywood has been
found to be particularly satisfactory because of its light
weight, strength, cost, and adaptability to the subsequent
manufacturing operations. Each frame 4% includes a
tubular bedy section 52 of uniform height and a trans-
verse, circumferential flange section 54 which extends in-
wardly from one end of the body section. The flange
section 54 may be made integral with or may be joined
to the body section 52, depending upon the material from
which the frame 42 is fabricated. When the frame is
constructed of plywood, the body section is generally
made from a single strip which is molded to the tubular
form desired for the body section 52. The flange section
54 is generally cut from a single sheet and then attached
in any suitable manner such as gluing to the body section
52. If desired, the flange section may be connected to
the body section through a lap butt as indicated at 56 or
by any other suitable joint structure.

The frame 42 of the lower compartment 12 may in-
clude an inner, upward, and circumferentially extending
aligning strip 58 which provides a shoulder for guiding
the upper compartment 14 into alignment with the lower
compartment 12. The strip 58 is conveniently formed of
plyweod veneer and is attached adjacent its lower end
by means such as adhesive to the upper marginal por-
tion of the inner surface of the body section 42. This
frame construction provides a light, strong, supporting
structure for the various other constructional elements of
the luggage case.

In order to give added support to the flange section
54 of the frame 42, as well as to prevent the warping of
the frame, a thin strip 60 of paperboard or other suitable
sheet material is adhesively secured to the outwardly
facing surface of the flange section.

‘The outer edge of the thin strip 60 is preferably posi-
tioned adjacent to but slightly inwardly of the outer edge
of the flange section 54 in order to avoid possible over-
lapping beyond the outer edge of the flange section and
to effect a more rounded corner between the side wall
and other walls of the compartment when covering mate-
rial .46 is subsequently applied over the frame 42.

The ring of resilient material 44 lies above and is at-
tached to the upper surface of the paperboard strip 69.
The resilient ring 44 is flat and of a width such that it
overlies a major portion of the outwardly facing surface
of the flange section 54 of the frame 42, The outer,
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circumférential “edge of the ring-44 lies “adjacent to but
is spaced inwardly from the outer circumferential edge
of the flange section 54 for reasons which will herein-
after become apparent. This ring ‘may be formed ' of
any resilient material; however, a resilient material which
has reasonable softness and compressﬂsxh‘y such as foam
rubber is exceptionally excellent for the purposes of'the
present invention. The resilient ring 44 miay be formed
from a single sheet of the resilient material or may be
fabricated from several strips of the resilient material
which are joined so as to form, in effect, a continuous ring
over the outwardly facing surface of the flange section 54.
The inner edge of the resilient ring 44 should extend adja-
cent to or beyond the inner edge of the flange section 54
so that practically the entire inner margin of the out-
wardly facing surface of the flange section is covered
by the resilient materjal. ) )

In ordér to prevent the frame 42 from splintering dur-
ing subsequent stitching operations, certain portions of
the frame which are not otherwise covered prior to the
stitching operation (to be hereindfter described) -are cov-
ered by a suitable means such as by strips of closely
woven fabric material 62 or the like which are adhesively
secured to the frame. As illustrated in Figures 3 and 4,
this fabric is primarily placed on the inside of the frame
42 adjacent the juncture between the body section 52 and
the flange section 54 thereof. The material used may
‘be sufficiently stift to provide a further reinforcement for
the .frame 42, and, when such reinforcement is desired,
‘the strips may be sufficiently wide $o as to cover a reason-
able portion of the inmer surface of the frame.

It should be understood that the fabric stripping is not
essential and may be omitted, particularly in those por-
tions of the surface of the frame which are difficult to
cover without producing creases in the fabric or which
may interface with the subsequent stitching operation.
For these reasons, the fabric stripping is omitted from
‘certain selected areas such as the inner rounded corner
surfaces of the bedy portion 52 of the frame.

The entire outer surface and the upper margin of the
inner surface of the body section 54 of the frame 42 is
covered by a suitable, durable, and decorative material
46. This material should be flexible and have Teason-
able wearing qualities. Material such as leather and
various types of plastic sheet material are suitable for
this purpose. A v1nyl plastic sheet is particularly suit-
able as the covering material 46 since such sheets are
available with certain backing material which is. particu-
Tarly useful in forrmng the outer surface of the side wall
of the compartment. The decorative material, which may
be a single, relatively wide strip of material is attached
‘to the body section 52 of the frame 42 by suitable means
such as adhesive and stitching.

A single sheet of the decorative material 46 extends
across the end of the frame 42 containing the flange sec-
tion 54 and forms a pornon of the side wall of the com-
partment. This material is similar to the covering mate-
rial which extends over the outer surface of the body
section 52 of the frame. However, it is preferable that
‘the decorative material 46 which extends over the end
of the frame be exceptionally wrinkle-resistant and non-
stretchable so that it will not be deformed during the
subsequent use of the luggage case. This may be accom-
plished by attaching or embedding a suitable fibrous mat
or web 64 to one side of the deccrative material 46.
Vinyl plastic sheets are commercially scld with suitable
fibrous backings which prevent subsequent stretching or
wrinkling of the sheets. One such commercial product
has a fiber backing or coating kmown under the trade
name “Pellon.”

The sheet of decorative material 46, which may have
a fibrous coating 64 secured to one side thereof is
stretched taut across the entire surface of a flange sec-
tion 54 of the frame 42 with the coating, if present, fac-
ing the flange section and tacked to the flange section
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- outwardly-of ‘the resilient ring while maintained in a taut

condition. A convenient means of attaching the cover-
ing material over the flange section of the frame is to
use a sheet of such material which is slightly larger at
least in one dimension than the area encompassed by the
flange section of the frame. .An edge portion of the
covering material is first tacked down to the flange section
adjacent a portion of -its outer edge “by suitable means
such as thin staples 66. The material is then stretched
taut over ‘the flange section in any suitable manner, for
example, by hand. While maintained in a taut condition,
additional  edge - portions "of ‘the covering material are
attached to the edge portions of the flange section until
the entire covering surface is maintained in taut condi-
tion by the securing means. The excess covering mate-
rial which extends beyond the flange section is then
trimmed off. .

A narréw bmdmg strip 68 which is preferably of simi-
lar ‘material "and somewhat thicker than the decorative
material "46, overlies the outer corner formed by the
juncture of the ‘flange section with the body section and
extends over marginal portions of both the flange section
and the body section which were previously covered by
decorative-matérial 46. The binding strip 68 thus covers
the cutedges ‘of the decorative material 46 adjacent the
juncture between the body sections 52 and flange section
‘54 of the frame 42. The binding strip 68 is stitched adja-
cent one of its edges as indicated at 70 to the decorative
covermg nraterial 46 and the’ underlying flange section 54
of the ‘frame inwardly -of the staples 66. The binding
stnp is- also 'stitched ad]acent its other edge, as indicated

at 72, to the ‘underlying covering material 46 and body

‘section 52 along a line spaced a short distance inwardly
‘from the flange section’54.

The line of stitching 70 draws ‘the decorative cov-
ering material 46 down ‘closely to the flange section 54 of
'the frame 42 and ‘at the same time compresses the outer
‘edge of 'the resilient ring 44. The resilient ring 44 urges
the decorative material 46 immediately inwardly of the
line of stitching 70 in an outward direction and theleby
maintains the sheet of decorative material covering the
‘flange section 54 of the frame 42 in a taut condition and

‘gives the outer surface of the covering material 46 above

the flange end of the frame an attractive, padded appear-
ance, as illustrated in Figures 1, 3, and 5. This con-
struction also protects the line of stitching 78 from
abrasive contact and resulfs in increasing the life of the
luggage case. o

Each of the compartments include the usual interior
lining 56. This lining is generally of soft, flexible, woven
material. '

To prevent. the lining in the interior of the compart-
ment from sagging and to give a greater body to the
side wall of the compartment, suitable padding 48 such
as a cotton bat may be placed in the space defined by the
inner edges of the resilient ring 44 and ﬂange section
54. This results in the side wall having an inner surface
which extends smoothly and firmly between opposite sides
of the body section 52 of the frame 42.

The fixtures are suitably attached to the frame at ap-

_propriate times during the construction of the compart-

ments. The hinge structures 32 are generally attached
to the frame 42 prior to the attachment of the covering
material or lining thereto. The handle 34, guide elements
36, latch elements 38, and locking elements 40 are at-
tached to the frames 42 after the covering material has
been attached to the frame but prior to the attachment of
the lining. Additional fixtures such as metal staples or
feet (not shown) may be attached to the bottom wall
of the luggage case to give additional strength and dura-
b1hty to the case. The luggage case may also include
additional fixtures (not shown) such as hanger posts and
removable hangers, curtains, pockets, removable pack-
ing fixtures, etc. as desired.

The resnltant luggage case is light-weight, durable, in-
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expensive to manufacture, and yet has an appearance sim-
ilar to padded luggage cases of much more expensive con-
struction.

While this invention has been shown in connection
with the details of a certain embodiment of the inven-
tion, it is obvious to those skilled in the art that it is
not so limited, but is susceptible to various changes and
modifications without departing from the scope of the
invention. For instance, various materials other than
those particularly specified may be utilized in the con-
struction of the compartments and the compartments
need not take the exact size or shape described and il
lustrated. In addition, this invention could be used in
Inggage cases other than those having substantially identi-
cal compartments. Various features of the invention
which are believed to be new are set forth in the ap-
pended claims.

I claim:

1. In a piece of hand luggage, an article receiving
compartment comprising a relatively rigid, integral
drum-type frame which includes a tubular body section
and a transverse, circumferentially extending flange sec-
tion which extends inwardly from one end of said body
section, a ring of resilient material overlying a portion
of the outwardly facing surface of said flange section,
the outer circumferentially extending boundary of said
resilient ring lying adjacent to but spaced inwardly from
the outer circumferentially extending edge of said flange
section, and an outer covering of flexible sheet material
extending over the outwardly facing surface of said body
section and the end of said frame containing said flange
section and the overlying ring of resilient material, the
sheet material which extends over the end of said frame
containing said flange section and resilient ring being at-
tached to said flange section outwardly of said resilient
material to form a generally resilient surface which is
padded in appearance.

2. In a piece of hand luggage, an article receiving com-
partment comprising a relatively rigid, drum-type frame
which includes a tubular body section and a transverse,
circumferentially extending flange section which is at-
tached to and which extends inwardly from one end of
said body section, a flat ring of resilient material over-
lying a major portion of the outwardly facing surface of
said flange section, the outer circumferentially extending
edge of said resilient ring lying adjacent to but spaced in-
wardly from the outer circumferentially extending edge
of said flange section, and an outer covering of flexible
sheet material extending over the outwardly facing sur-
face of said body section and the end of said frame con-
taining said flange section and the overlying ring of re-
silient material, the sheet material which extends over
the end of said frame containing said flange section and
resilient ring being stitched to said flange section out-
wardly of said resilient material while in a taut condi-
tion so as to form a generally resilient surface which is
padded in appearance.

3. In a piece of hand luggage, an article receiving
compartment comprising a relatively rigid, drum-type
frame which includes a tubular body section and a trans-
verse, circumferentially extending flange section which
is attached to and which extends inwardly from one end
of said body section, a flat ring of foam rubber overlying
a major portion of the outwardly facing surface of said
flange section, the outer circumferentially extending edge
of said foam rubber ring lying adjacent to but spaced in-
wardly from the outer circumferentially extending edge
of said flange section, and an outer covering of flexible
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sheet material extending over the outwardly facing sur-
face of said body section and the end of said frame con-
taining said flange section and the overlying ring of foam
rubber, the sheet material which extends over the end of
said frame containing said flange section and foam rub-
ber ring having shape retaining characteristics and being
stitched to said flange section outwardly of said foam
rubber while in a taut condition so as to form a generally
resilient surface which is padded in appearance.

4. A piece of hand luggage comprising a pair of com-
plementary compartments which are hingedly connected
together, at least one of said compartments having a rela-
tively rigid, drum-type frame which includes a tubular
body section and a transverse, circumferentially extend-
ing flange section which is aitached to and which ex-
tends inwardly from one end of said body section, a
sheet material reinforcing strip extending circumfer-
entially around and adhesively attached to the sutwardly
facing surface of said flange section, a flat ring of re-
silient material attached to the outwardly facing surface
of said reinforcing strip, said ring of resilient material
overlying a major portion of the outwardly facing sur-
face of said flange section, the outer circumferentially
extending edge of said resilient ring lying adjacent to
but spaced inwardly from the outer circumferentially ex-
tending edge of said flange section, and an outer cover-
ing of flexible sheet material extending over the out-
wardly facing surface of said body section and the end
of said frame containing said flange section and the
attached ring of resilient material, the sheet material
which extends over the end of said frame containing said
flange section and resilient ring being attached to said
flange section outwardly of said resilient material while
in a taut condition so as to form a generally resilient
surface which is padded in appearance.

5. A piece of hand luggage comprising a pair of
complementary compartments which are hingedly con-
nected together, each of said compartments having a
relatively rigid, drum-type frame which includes a tubu-
lar body section and a transverse, circumferentially ex-
tending flange section which is attached to and which
extends inwardly from one end of said body section,
a sheet material reinforcing strip extending circumferen-
tially around and adhesively attached to the outwardly
facing surface of said flange section, a flat ring of foam
rubber attached to the outwardly facing surface of said
reinforcing strip, said foam rubber ring overlying a major
portion of the outwardly facing surface of said flange
section, the outer circumferentially extending edge of
said foam rubber ring lying adjacent to but spaced in-
wardly from the outer circumferentially extending edge
of said flange section, and an outer covering of flexible
sheet material extending over the outwardly facing sur-
face of said body section and the end of said frame con-
taining said flange section and the attached ring of foam
rubber, the sheet material which extends over the end
of said frame containing said flange section and foam
rubber ring having shape retaining characteristics and
being stitched to said flange section outwardly of said
foam rubber while in a taut condition so as to form a
generally resilient surface which is padded in appearance.
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