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(57) Abstract: A motor control circuit for an electric motor of an electric power assisted steering system of the kind in which a
measurement of torque carried by a part of the steering system is used to produce a torque demand signal indicative of a torque to be
applied to the steering system by the motor, the control circuit comprising a switching circuit comprising a plurality of electrical
switches, and a motor current controller that generates voltage demand signals to be passed to a drive circuit for the switches that in
turn generates pulse width modulated switching signals for the switching circuit that cause the switches to selectively connect the
phases to a power supply so as to cause current to flow through the phases of the motor. The current controller is responsive to an er -
ror signal that represents the difference between a current demand signal and an actual current signal, and a noise reduction circuit
adapted to identify an operating condition of the system in which the motor is stationary or rotating at a very low speed, and in the
event that the operating condition is identified the noise reduction circuit is adapted to reduce the response of the controller to vari -
ations in the error signal.
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Claims Nos.: 16, 17
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that they are not clear. The subject matter of the claims is defined by
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established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
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