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The present invention relates.to new and useful: im-
provements in containers for displaying and dispensing
merchandise, such as fruits and vegetables, or other ar-
ticles which a customer may individually select.

An important object of the invention is to provide a
transparent tube having an open bottom and supported in
an elevated position on a tray, table or the like and onto
which articles placed in the tube are dispensed from the
bottom of the tube onto the tray for convenient selection
and packaging.

A further object is to provide a device of this character
of simple and practical construction which is neat and
attractive in appearance, relatively inexpensive to manu-
facture and otherwise well adapted for the purpose for
which the same is intended.

These together with other objects and advantages which
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details
of conmstruction  and operation as more fully hereinafter
described and claimed, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like
rumerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view;

Figure 2 is a vertical sectional view showing the device
supported on a tray or table;

Figure 3 is a top plan view; and

Figure 4 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical sectional
view taken on a line 4—4 of Figure 1.

Referring now to the drawing in detail, wherein for the
purpose of illustration, I have disclosed a preferred em-
bodiment of my invention, the numeral 5 designates an
unobstructed tubular container or cylinder, open at both
ends and of uaniform diameter, which is preferably con-
structed of plastic or other suitable self-supporting trans-
parent material and which is supported in an upstanding
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position by triangular, radial legs 6 at the lower portion of
the container and which extend downwardly below the
container to support the latter in a predetermined elevated
position on a tray, table or the like 7 on which the con-
tainer is placed. ‘

Fruit, vegetables or other articles of merchandise in-
dicated at 8 are placed in the top of the container and
which are dispensed onto the tray or table 7 from the
elevated lower end of the container so that the Jowermost
articles which have been first placed in the container are
the first. to be dispensed therefrom. In this manner,
spoilage is reduced to a minimum since the removal or
selection of the articles from the tray or table and which
have been on display the longest period of time are re-
plenished by articles placed later in the container and
dispensed from the lower end thereof.

“From the foregoing, the construction and operation of
the device will ‘be readily understood and further ex-
planation is believed to be unnecessary. However, since
numerous modifications and changes will readily occur to
those skilled in the art, it is. not desired to limit the in-
vention to the exact construction shown and described,
and accordingly. all suitable modifications and equiva-
lents may be resorted to, falling within the scope of the
appended claim. )

What is claimed as new is as follows:

In combination with a tray, a dispensing display con-
tainer of the character described comprising: a vertical,
transparent, unobstructed cylinder of uniform diameter
throughout mounted on the tray, said cylinder being open
at both ends for receiving, displaying and discharging by
gravity into the tray the product to be dispensed, and
a plurality of flat, substantially triangular, radial legs
having their upper end portions fixed exteriorly at cir-
cumferentially spaced points to the lower end portion of
the cylinder and depending therefrom and engaged in
the tray for supporting said cylinder in an elevated posi-
tion in said tray for the passage of the product there-
between, said legs comprising outwardly and downwardly
inclined outer edges and vertical inner edges aligned with
the cylinder, said legs constituting dividers in the tray for
the product.
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