
Patented Nov. 28, 1933 1,936,845 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
.,936,845 

MENTHOLATED TALCUM PowDER 
Alfred J. Lautmann, Detroit, Mich. 

No. Drawing. Application July 15, 1931 
... Serial No.551,051 

: 3 Claims. (Cl. 167-92) 
This invention relates to improvements intoilet. 

powders and method of manufacturing the same, , 
and has for its principal object to produce a 
ineW.andi.inproved powder incorporating there- . 

is within a novelmanner one or more of the volatile 
alcohols So as to produce a powder having marked 

3 Cooling and soothing effects; and in which said ... 
i.effects...are maintained for some time after use. 

it. A further object of the invention is to produce 
10: a toilet, powder of the character; described, in 

which the advantageous properties" may be re 
i;tained over, a relatively long period of time when 
-kept in a Suitable container, but in which release. 
3 of the: active: elements is promoted by applying is 

it the powder to theiskin. Other objects of the in 
'Wention Will appear from time to times as the 
i following description proceeds. 

Menthol, thymol , and: similar normally solid 
... alcohols have been widely used in medicinal and : 

:20, toilet preparations for their cooling properties, 
this being largely due, of course; to their high 
Vapor preSSure, but heretofore it has not been 
:deemed practical to use such ingredients in a 
toilet powder, due to the unstability of such rela 

225. tively dry mixtures wherein the highly volatile 
ingredients rapidly disappear and the powder 

: 'quickly loses its strength when kept in containers 
of commercial or ordinary form. Talc, the basic 

30 ingredient. of most toilet powders because of its 
desirable Smoothness and other.physical charac 
teristics, has merely surface contact for the re 
tention of adsorption of highly volatile ingre demoderate hea and pressuretoach of 

diatomaceous, earth contained in an autoclave or dients' Such as menthol and thynol.' Solutions or 
as emulsions of these latter substances sprayed 

tupon or rubbed into the talc are soon evaporated. 
Siimilarly, otheir basic-ingredients of toilet pow 
ders such as zinc stearate, are not capable of 
retaining such alcohols. 

to In carrying out my invention, I provide a toilet 
powder having as usual a base of talc, zinc 
stearate or the like, but in addition provide a 
certain amount of highly porous or absorbent 
material, preferably consisting of diatomaceous 

is earth, otherwise known askieselguhr, which con 
sists of the minute frustules and fragments of 
diatons, or in other Words, the silicious remains 
of microscopic algae occurring in the natural de 
posits, usually fossiliferous. As is well known, 

50 the diatoms consist of microscopic cellular struc 
tures, so Small that the material is highly ab 
SOrbent.in its finest form. This material is thor 
oughly impregnated with the solid alcohol, in 
Such manner that the latter enters into the cells 

... p5 or- porous, structure of the diatoms and is held 

Substantially as follows: 

therein so as to greatly lessen its surface-contact 
With the air. 

Furthermore, Iincrease the lasting-effect of the 
'cooling vapors by the addition of certains men 
thol-esters; which hydrolize in contact with nois 
ture-froin the skin and air, producing additional 
Enenthol as Well as the acids of the esters, which 
-acids: aire, neutralized by a suitable, agent added 
for that purpose. 

: Referring now more specifically to the propor 
tions of the several-ingredients and, the methods 
“Of preparing the same which I have found to give 
most satisfactory results, a suggested: formula, is 

- - - . . . - PartS 

(A) Tale--------------------------------25 
.2inc stearate------------------- rews 1. 
'Borax------------------------------ 1 

(B) ; Diatonaceous earth---------------- 5 
& Menthol---------------------------- 2 
2 Thymol---------------Xara ea or a avar a a -aya. 342 

(C) Menthol acetate.------------- are re-or- ../2 
Menthyl propionate---------------- A. 
Lilac (or “othersperfume).---------...- : q. s. 

. . The ingredients of paragraphs. (B), and (C) 
...above, are preferably incorporated as separate 
groupS, before mixing. With the base included in 
paragraph (A), as will hereinafter appear. 
One method of impregnating the diatomaceous. 

...earth. With the alcohols. mentioned consists in 
Vaporizing the latter and applying the vapor, un 

other enclosed, container, preferably provided 

the cellular structure of the diatoms through 
capillarity and condensation. I find most satis 
factory results are obtained by limiting the rela 
tive proportions of diatomaceous earth and talc 
to. Substantially the amounts Suggested, inasmuch 
as larger amounts of diatornaceous earth, treated 
as described have a tendency to affect the free 
running properties of the powder, and to produce 
a tendency to cake or clog the relatively small 
apertures such as usually employed in the cover 
of dispensing cans. The proportions. Of the Solid 
alcohols can be varied somewhat, depending upon 
the strength, desired or preference for character 

sistic odor of the different alcohols. The degree 
of absorbent powders of the diatomaceous earth 
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With a Suitable agitating device. So that the Va.- 

... pors, may be thoroughly, incorporated in the di 
... atonaceous earth. Without contact. With the at 
mosphere. The batch is then cooled, while still 
in the container. So...that the vapors may enter 95 
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