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The invention relates to improvements in a merchan 
dise package and is more particularly concerned with the 
novel construction and formation of a mounting card 
adapting it to receive firmly mounted thereon without 
separate attaching devices, a plurality of two-piece paper 
fastener elements of the type having a base member with 
bendable prongs on its ends and a keeper member aper 
tured at its ends to receive the prongs when assembled. 
The invention, as disclosed herein, is particularly char 

acterized by the provision of a substantially rectangular 
sheet of paperboard or other stiff sheet material suitably 
die cut and scored to define a pair of spaced portions fold 
able out of the plane of the sheet so as to provide a pair 
of spaced-apart openings therein each having a wing 
integral with one edge thereof and arranged in a plane 
substantially perpendicular to the plane of the sheet. 
The wings preferably are semi-circular in shape so that 
the openings left in the sheet by their removal are also 
substantially semi-circular in shape for a purpose to be 
made apparent hereinafter. The wings also have an 
aperture therein and said, wings are disposed angularly 
relative to each other. 

Each sheet has mounted thereon a plurality of two 
piece fastener elements, one piece comprising a base mem 
ber having a-flat, elongated body of a length correspond 
ing substantially to the spacing between the wings and a 
prong of lesser width than the body extending from each 
end angularly. The other piece comprises a flat, elon 
gated keeper member apertured at its ends to receive 
threaded therethrough the prongs of a base member when 
the parts are assembled in use. A number of fastener 
base members are arranged in a stack and the stack is 
placed edgewise on said sheet with the body portions 
thereof bridging the space between the wings and the 
prongs threaded through the related wing apertures, so 
as to be retained in place thereby. The keeper members 
also are arranged in a stack seated flat against the face 
of the sheet from which the wings extend, closely, adjacent 
to said wings so as to locate the end apertures therein 
in register with the wing openings in the sheet. A single 
base member is then placed flat against the back face of 
the sheet with its prongs threaded through the wing 
openings and registering keeper apertures and the end 
portions of said prongs extending beyond the stack are 
bent down inwardly toward, one another against the top 
face of the uppermost keeper member in the stack so as 
to retain the stack of keeper members in place on the 
card and in substantial abutment with the wings to pre 
went their collapse. The usual slide locks on the upper 
most keeper member may then be moved over the bent 
down prong portions to hold them down and to prevent 
separation of the assembly. 

It is, therefore, an object of the invention to provide 
a novel merchandise package. 

Another object is to provide a novelly constructed sheet 
or card for mounting merchandise thereon. 
Another object is to provide a novel arrangement and 

association of separate members for securing them on a 
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sheet without requiring the use of auxiliary fastening 
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With the foregoing and other object in view which 
will appear as the description proceeds, the invention con 
sists of certain novel features of construction, arrange 
ment and combination of parts hereinafter fully de 
scribed, illustrated in the accompanying drawings, and 
particularly pointed out in the appended claims, it being 
understood that various changes in the form, proportion, 
size and minor details of the structure may be made with 
out departing from the spirit or sacrificing any of the ad 
vantages of the invention. 
For the purpose of facilitating an understanding of my 

invention, I have illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ings a preferred embodiment thereof, from an inspection 
of which, when considered in connection with the follow 
ing description, my invention, its mode of construction, 
assembly, and operation, and many of its advantages 
should be readily understood and appreciated. 

Referring to the drawings in which the same charac 
ters of reference are employed to indicate corresponding 
or similar parts throughout the several figures of the 
drawings: 

Fig. 1 is a top plan view of a merchandise package 
embodying the features of the present invention. 

Fig. 2 is a bottom plan view of the merchandise pack 
age. 

Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional view on enlarged scale 
taken substantially along line 3-3 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the mounting sheet. 
Referring to the accompanying drawings, the merchan 

dise package illustrated comprises a substantially rectan 
gular sheet 1 of paperboard, or other suitable shape 
retaining material, upon one surface of which is mounted 
a stack of pronged-fastener bases 12 and a stack of fas 
tener keepers 13. The sheet 11, which is perhaps best 
illustrated in Fig. 4, is provided with a pair of longi 
tudinally spaced die-cut portions defining openings 14 
and wing portions 15 which are integral with the sheet 
along fold lines 16 and are bent along said lines out of 
the plane of the sheet into positions substantially perpen 
dicular thereto. It should be observed that the upstand 
ing wings. 15 are angularly disposed relative to each other 
for a purpose to become apparent presently. Each wing 
also has, centrally located therein, an opening 17 which 
may be circular or otherwise shaped for its intended pur 
pose. 

Although the sheet 11 may be of any size to accom 
modate fastener elements of different sizes, and differ 
ent numbers thereof, in the present disclosure there is 
illustrated eight fastener members and eight keeper mem 
bers. Seven of the fastener base members 12 are mounted 
on the front face of the card 11 between the wings. 15 
and, as shown, each fastener base member includes a 
body portion 18 having projecting outwardly from each 
end thereof a prong 19 which is substantially narrower 
than the width of the body portion. 18. The seven base 
members 12. are stacked together as illustrated and they 
are arranged on the face of the card edgewise with their 
projecting prongs 19 extended through the openings 17 
in the related wings 15. Inasmuch as the prongs 19 
extend angularly relative to the body portions 18, said 
stack of base members 12 will be retained in its mounted 
position by the outward, flaring of the prongs so as to 
resist displacement thereof. 
The fastener keeper members 13 are arranged in a stack 

as shown in vertical alignment one with the other and 
the stack is positioned closely adjacent to the wings- 5 
with the prong apertures 21 in the ends of the keeper mem 
bers in alignment one with the other and in register with 
the respective openings 14 in the sheet 11... All eight of 



3. 
the fastener keepers of the present package are so mounted 
in a stack. 
The eighth fastener base member 12a is arranged with 

its body portion 18 flat against the bottom face of the 
sheet 11 and its prongs 19 extending upwardly through 
the related openings 14 in the sheet and through the 
keeper apertures 21 aligned therewith. The portions of 
the prongs 19 projecting through and extending above the 
stack of keeper members 13 are bent down inwardly 
toward each other against the top surface of the upper 
most keeper member in the stack so as to retain the stack 
of keeper members firmly on the sheet. As is well under 
stood, the keeper members 13 are provided with slide 
locks 22 and, in order to maintain the bent-over por 
tions of the engaged prongs tightly against the uppermost 
keeper member in the stack, the slide locks on said keeper 
member are moved into locking position over said bent 
down prong portions. 
Upon referring to Fig. 2 it will be best observed that 

the juncture of the prongs 19 with the body portion 8 
of the base member 12a is located closely adjacent to the 
arcuate edge 23 of the related opening 14 so as to prevent 
shifting of the bound stack of keeper members in one di 
rection on the sheet 81. Shifting of the stack of keeper 
members in the other direction is prevented by substantial 
abutment of one side of the stack with the upstanding 
wings 15 and also by substantial abutment of the extreme 
ends of the stack of keeper members with the prongs 19 
projecting through the wings 15. Inadvertent or unde 
sired withdrawal of the fastener base members 12 from 
the wings 15 is resisted by this contact between the ends 
of the stack of keeper members with said prongs inas 
much as the presence of the stack prevents said prongs 
from assuming a position Substantially at right angles to 
the body portions 18 of the stack of base members 12, 
which position is required of the prongs in order to permit 
them to be withdrawn easily from the openings 17 in the 
wings 15. - 

It should be quite apparent at this time that the pres 
ent packaging is such that a desired number of fastener 
base members and keeper members may be securely 
mounted on a sheet so as to provide a compact package 
of merchandise wherein the mounted members cooperate 
with one another to resist pilferage while at the same time 
present an attractive display of the merchandise in readily 
saleable units. 

It is believed that my invention, its mode of construc 
tion and assembly, and many of its advantages should be 
readily understood from the foregoing without further 
description, and it should also be manifest that while a 
preferred embodiment of the invention has been shown 
and described for illustrative purposes, the structural de 
tails are nevertheless capable of wide variation within the 
purview of my invention as defined in the appended claims. 
What I claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent of 

the United States is: 
1. A merchandise package comprising a plurality of 

pronged fastener bases and a stack of complemental keep 
ers mounted on a substantially rectangular sheet of paper 
board having two spaced wings partially severed there 
from and disposed perpendicular to one face thereof, each 
of said wings being apertured to receive the prongs of the 
fastener bases mounted therebetween, the stack of keep 
ers being mounted on said one face and each keeper 
therein having apertured ends arranged in registering 
alignment and in alignment with the openings in the sheet 
formed by removal of the wings, a fastener base mounted 
on the other face of the sheet, said base having its prongs 
projected one through each sheet opening and through 
the aligned keeper apertures and having their projecting 
end portions bent down inwardly over the uppermost 
keeper in the stack, and means to retain said prong por 
tions bent to secure the stack of keepers in place, said 
stack of keepers being held in Substantial abutment with 
the wings to prevent their return to the plane of the sheet. 
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4. 
2. A merchandise package comprising a plurality of 

pronged fastener bases and a stack of complemental keep 
ers mounted on a substantially rectangular sheet of paper 
board having two spaced wings partially severed there 
from and disposed perpendicular to one face thereof, each 
of said wings being apertured to receive the prongs of 
the fastener bases mounted therebetween, the stack of 
keepers being mounted on said one face and each keeper 
therein having apertured ends arranged in registering 
alignment and in alignment with the openings in the sheet 
formed by removal of the wings, a fastener base mounted 
on the other face of the sheet, said base having its prongs 
projected one through each sheet opening and through 
the aligned keeper apertures and having their projecting 
end portions bent down inwardly over the uppermost 
keeper in the stack, and means to retain said prong por 
tions bent to secure the stack of keepers in place. 

3. A merchandise package comprising a plurality of 
pronged fastener bases and a stack of complemental 
keepers mounted on a substantially rectangular sheet of 
paperboard having two spaced wings partially severed 
therefrom and disposed perpendicular to one face thereof, 
each of said wings being apertured to receive the prongs 
of the fastener bases mounted therebetween, the stack of 
keepers being mounted on said one face, said keepers 
having apertured ends arranged in registering alignment 
and in alignment with the openings in the sheet formed 
by removal of the wings, and a fastener base mounted 
on the other face of the sheet, said base having its prongs 
projected one through each sheet opening and through 
the aligned keeper apertures and having their projecting 
end portions bent down inwardly over the uppermost 
keeper in the stack. 

4. A merchandise package comprising a plurality of 
pronged fastener bases and a stack of complemental 
keepers mounted on a sheet of paperboard having two 
spaced wings partially severed therefrom and disposed 
perpendicular to one face thereof, each of said wings 
being apertured to receive the prongs of the fastener 
bases mounted therebetween, the stack of keepers being 
mounted on said one face, said keepers having apertured 
ends arranged in registering alignment and overlying the 
openings in the sheet formed by removal of the wings, a 
fastener base mounted on the other face of the sheet, 
said base having its prongs projected one through each 
sheet opening and through the aligned keeper apertures 
and having their projecting end portions bent down in 
wardly over the uppermost keeper in the stack, said stack 
of keepers being held thereby in substantial abutment with 
the wings to prevent their return to the plane of the 
sheet. 

5. A merchandise package comprising a plurality of 
pronged fastener bases and a stack of complemental 
keepers mounted on a sheet of paperboard having two 
spaced wings partially severed therefrom and disposed 
perpendicular to one face thereof and angularly relative 
to each other, each of said wings being apertured to 
receive the prongs of the fastener bases mounted there 
between, the stack of keepers being mounted on said one 
face, said keepers having apertured ends in alignment with 
each other and with the openings in the sheet formed by 
removal of the wings, a fastener base arranged on the 
other face of the sheet with its prongs projected one 
through each sheet opening and through the aligned 
keeper apertures, said prongs having their projecting end 
portions bent down inwardly over the uppermost keeper 
in the stack, and means to retain said prong portions 
bent to secure the stack of keepers in place. 

6. A merchandise package comprising a plurality of 
pronged fastener bases and a stack of complemental 
keepers mounted on a sheet of paperboard having two 
spaced wings partially severed therefrom and disposed 
perpendicular to one face thereof, each of said wings 
being apertured to receive prongs of a plurality of fastener 
bases seated edgewise therebetween, the stack of fastener 
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keepers being seated on said one face, said keepers having 
aligned apertured ends in alignment with the openings in 
the sheet formed by removal of the wings, and a fastener 
base seated against the other face of the sheet with its 
prongs projected one through each sheet opening and 
through the keeper apertures aligned therewith and having 
their projecting end portions bent down inwardly over the 
uppermost keeper in the stack, said stack of keepers being 
held in substantial abutment with the wings to prevent 
their return to the plane of the sheet. 

7. A merchandise package comprising a plurality of 
fastener elements each including a pronged base and a 
keeper mounted on a sheet of stiff paperboard, said sheet 
having a pair of spaced struck-out portions defining wings, 
said wings extending substantially perpendicular to the 
front face of the sheet and each having an aperture there 
in to receive the prongs of the fastener bases, the open 
ings provided by said struck-out portions constituting 
means to receive the prongs of another fastener base 
arranged flat against the back face of the sheet for mount 
ing the keepers in a stack on the front face of said sheet. 

8. A merchandise package of the character recited in 
claim 7 in which the stack of keepers is secured in abutting 
relationship to the wings to retain them in position. 

9. A merchandise package of the character recited in 
claim 7 in which the portions of the prongs extending 
through the wing apertures are in abutment with the re 
spective ends of the stack of keepers. 

10. A merchandise package comprising a plurality of 
fastener elements each including a pronged base and a 
keeper mounted on a sheet of stiff material, said sheet 
having a pair of spaced struck-out portions extending 
substantially perpendicular to the front face of the sheet 
and each having an aperture therein to receive the prongs 
of the fastener bases, a fastener base arranged flat against 
the back face of the sheet with its prongs extending there 
through for mounting a stack of keepers on the front 
face of said sheet, said prongs having end portions bent 
over the stack of keepers to retain them in place. 

11. A merchandise package of the character recited in 
claim 10 in which the stack of keepers is secured in 
abutting relationship to the struck-out portions to retain 
them in position. 

12. A merchandise package of the character recited in 
claim 10 in which the portions of the prongs extending 
through the apertures are in abutment with the respective 
ends of the stack of keepers. 

13. A merchandise package comprising a plurality of 
fastener elements each including a pronged base and a 
keeper member mounted on a sheet, a pair of spaced 
wings extended substantially perpendicular from the front 
face of said sheet, each wing having an aperture therein 
to receive the prongs of a stack of fastener bases mounted 
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on said front face of the sheet, and the sheet having 
Spaced openings to receive the prongs of another fastener 
base arranged on the back face of said sheet for mount 
ing the keeper members in a stack on the front face of 
said sheet. 

14. A merchandise package comprising a plurality of 
fastener elements each including a pronged base and a 
keeper member mounted on a sheet, a pair of spaced 
wings extended substantially perpendicular from the front 
face of said sheet, each wing having an aperture therein 
to receive the prongs of a stack of fastener bases mounted 
on said front face of the sheet, and the sheet having 
spaced openings outwardly of said wings to receive there 
through the terminal portions of a strap member ar 
ranged on the back face of said sheet and bridging the 
space between the openings for mounting the keeper 
member in a stack on the front face of said sheet. 

15. A merchandise package comprising a plurality of 
fastener elements each including a pronged base, and a 
keeper mounted on a sheet of stiff material, said sheet 
having a pair of spaced wings extending substantially 
perpendicular to the front face of the sheet and each 
having an aperture therein to receive the prongs of a stack 
of fastener bases, a fastener base arranged flat against 
the back face of the sheet with its prongs extending 
through cpenings in the sheet for mounting a stack of 
keepers on the front face of said sheet, said prongs having . 
end portions bent over the stack of keepers to retain them 
in place. 

16. A merchandise package comprising a sheet of 
stiff material having a pair of spaced openings therein, 
wings one adjacent to an edge of each opening and ex 
tending perpendicular to one face of said sheet, a stack 
of elongated articles seated on said one face, said wings 
each having an aperture therein to receive therethrough 
end portions of said stack of elongated articles, another 
one of said articles arranged on the other face of the 
sheet with its end portions extending through the Spaced 
openings in said sheet, and a stack of different articles 
lying against said one face of said sheet between the 
extended end portions, said end portions being folded over 
said stack of different articles to retain them in place. 
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