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Section on the line 2-2. Fig. 1, showing the 
portions of a trussed brake beam with which 
any ii) vention is concerned. 
A represents the compression member, B 

the tension memler and C the strut, of a 
Yell-known type of trussed brake beam, 
The compression membei A is shown con 

structed of channel-iron, but it may be of 
any other section. The tension member 3 is 
of roi ind section, but it may be of any other 
fol'In adapted to provide albutinent for the 
fuicriu C and to transmit the braking 
stress 'in the same to the brake shoes. 
The strut C is illustrated as a one-piece 

'asting, but this characteristic is essential 
Oily so far as oncerns that end which is 
designed to enabrace and bind upon the mem 
ber of the brake beam, ordinarily the com 
pression member only, though, obviously 
the tension member as well, if desired. 
The embracing end is provided with jaws 

1 designed to embrace four sides of the com 
pressio: member A, namely at the points 
2, 3 and 4, SG that the strut is not only 
adapted to inapart stresses of compression 
if the men hel A be the compression member, 
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is at firmly bind upon the member A and 
hold the strut against displacement. Be 
tween the points 4, the bearing is divided 
so that the parts 1 coristitute jaws which 
nay be pressed into binding relation to the 
member A. To afford necessary flexibility 
to the jaw's 1, the start it is provided with a 
slot 5 extending forward from the bearing 
a sufficient distance to permit, the jaws 1 
being pressed together without doing vio 
lence to the metal of the strut. To effec 
tively litess the jaws together and hold then 
in binding relation to the member A. a rivet, 
(5 or the like is introduced through the strut 
in position to extend across the slot 5. 
The strut is formed of a malleable cast 

ing with the bearing of such size as to fit 
easily over the member A, and it is applied 
by sliding it endwise over said member be 
fore the members A and B are assembled, 
after which it is firmly clamped in position 
by means of its rivet 6. t 
The bearing faces, 2 and 4 are preferably 

designed with sufficient taper to cause the 
jaws to bid firmly when the bearing faces 

findersitid are pressed to their seats on the beam 
i (i. 

If it be desired to apply the strut after 
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sembled, the jaws will be given sufficient ini 
tial spread to enable the strut, to swing on 
its front end as a pivot, the projections 
forming the rear bearings 4 being sufficiently 
spaced to admit the compression member be 
tween them, until the strut reaches its ulti 
mate position when the jaws will be pressed 
together. - 

In adapting the strut to some sections of 
compression member, it may be desirable to 
locate the rivet elsewhere than in the rela 
tive position shown-even in some instances, 
in rear of the compression member. 
I claim :- 
A brake beam comprising a compression 

member, a tension member and a strut hav 
ing its ends provided with bearings to re 
ceive said compression and tension mem 
bers; the compression member bearing com 
prising a pair of jaws adapted to receive the 

compression member between them, whereby 
they bear upwardly and downwardly upon 
the compression member; said jaws being 
recessed to conform to the compression mem 
ber, whereby each is adapted to bear for 
wardly and rearwardly, against the com 
pression member'; and said jaws being sepa 
rated by a slot extending inwardly from the 
compression member bearing to give re 
siliency to the jaws and having a rivet ex 
tending through the jaws across said slot 
adjacent to but not intersecting the com 
pression member bearing. 
The foregoing specification signed at 

Cleveland, Ohio, this 14th day of March, 
910. - 

PHILIP T. HANDIGES. 
In presence of - 

C. R. WAGNER, 
R. J. CoPE. 
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