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To all whon, it invay concern. 
Beit known that I, OLIVER C. THOMPSON, 

of Emporia, in the county of Lyon and State of 
Kansas, have invented a new and useful Im 
provement in Can-Openers, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
My invention... is an improvement in that 

class of hand can-openers that consist of a 
bar or lever having a point, for piercing the 
head of a sheet-metal can and provided with 
a knife or cutter so arranged that when the 
said lever is turned on the said point it cuts 
out a circular portion of the can-head. 
The invention is embodied in the construc 

tion and the manner of its attachment to the 
lever of an adjustable clamp that carries the 
knife or cutter, also in the construction and 
arrangement of the latter relative to the head 
of the clamp, as hereinafter described and 
shown in accompanying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a side view of my improved can 
opener applied to a can for cutting out the 
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head thereof. Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the 
can-opener. Fig. 3 is a cross-section on line 
33 of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a side view of the in 
strument, the clamp and knife-holder being 
shown raised, as required to enable it to be 
adjusted. Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the 
clamp and knife-holder detached, and Fig. 6 
is a perspective view of the lever separate 
from the clamp and knife. 
The lever A is a flat metal bar having a 

slotted handle portion 1 and a curved point 2 
at the other end for piercing the heads of cans, 
and serving also as a center around which the 
lever proper is rotated in the operation of 
cutting out the can-head. The lever has two 
aligned longitudinal slots 34, that adapt it 
for attachment to a lever-clamp or clamping 
device B, to which the cutter C is secured. 
The said device B (best shown in Fig. 5) con 
sists of a flat bar having a downwardly bent 
or inclined portion, whose lateral projections 
5 give it a T form, a clamping-screw 6 ar 
ranged at the other end of the clamp, and an 
intermediate fulcrum 7. The bent portion 
of the T-shaped head is inclined at an obtuse 
angle (about thirty degrees) and forms a seat 
for the knife C, which is secured thereon by 
a screw. The head proper has a flat beveled 
under surface, Figs. 1 and 4, and is provided 
with serrations or grooves on the upper side 

of its projections 5 to adapt it to engage 
(Fig. 1) like serrations S on the under side of 
the lever A. 
The screw 6 of the clamping device B has 

a flat head, which is narrowerin one diameter. 
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than the slot 4 in the lever A, so that when 
adjusted in one position it will readily pass 
through the said slot. 
The fulcrum 7 of the clamping device con 

sists of an enlargedor thickened portion hav 
ing lateral projections adapted to rest on the 
lever A on each side of the slot. 

In Fig. 4 the device B is shown raised in 
the position required to enable it to be ad 
justed along the lever A, which adjustment 
is necessary to adapt the instrument to cans 
of different diameters or for cutting circular 
portions of different diameters. In Figs. 1. 
and 2 the said device B is shown in normal 
locked position, the lateral projections 5 of 
the T-head being held firmly in engagement 
with the serrations 8 of the lever. A by reason 
of the screw 6 having been screwed up and 
its head thereby brought into firm contact 
with the lever A. It will be seen that in this 
operation the parts 7 serve as a point of lev 
erage. Thus simply by turning and adjust 
ing the screw 6the clamping device B may be 
adjusted and locked in position as required. 
The knife or cutter CConsists of a flatshank, 

and a notched V-shaped blade that projects 
laterally is also beveled on its outer side, as 
shown, so as to form a sharp cutting-edge and 
also to adapt it to turn up the edge of the cut 
out portion of a can-head, as shown in Fig. 1. 
In using the instrument, the point 2 having 

been inserted in a can-head, as shown in Fig. 
1, the free or handle portion1 is pressed down, 
thus causing the point of the cutter C to pierce 
the can-head, and the lever Abeing then 
turned on its pivot from right to left, the knife 
C sweeps in a circle and cuts out a circular 
portion of the can-head. In this operation the 
metal is forced into the lateral notch of the 
knife C between the inclined edge of the lat 
ter and the angular edge of the T-head of the 
clamp or knife-holder B, whereby the metal 
is severed by a draw cut, 

It will be further noted that in consequence 
of the inclination of the knife C toward the 
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piercing-point 2 and the bevel of its cutting-, 
edge the edge of the severed portion of the 
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can-head is turned up, as shown in Fig. 1, 
while the other or outer edge is held down 
flat. This turning up of the inner edge en 
ables it to be easily engaged by a finger or 
tool for raising the partly-severed portion of 
the can-head. - 
From the foregoing it will appear that my 

invention is distinguished by the peculiar 
construction and attachment of the clamp or 
knife-holder, which enables it to be adjusted 
as described; also by the construction where 
by the metal is severed by a clear draw or 
shear cut, which enables the lever to be oper 
ated with great ease, and whereby the severed 
portion is turned up, as stated. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is 

1. In a can-opener, the combination, with 
the lever, having a piercing-point and slotted 
as specified, of a knife or cutter, a knife-hold 
ing clamp, having a fulcrum on the upper side 
of the lever, and a T-head adapted to engage 
the under side of the lever, a screw, applied 
to the other end of the clamp, and having a 

head which is narrower in one diameter than 
the slot in the lever, as shown and described. 

2. In a can-opener, the combination, with 
the lever, having lengthwise slot or slots, a 
piercing-point, and serrations on its under 
side, of the adjustable knife-holding clamp, 
composed of a bar, having at one end a clamp 
ing-screw which is constructed as specified, 
to adapt it to pass through the slot and also 
engage the lever, and at the other end a down 
Wardly-bent T-head whose lateral projections 
are grooved to engage the like serrations of 
the lever, and a fulcrum arranged near the 
middle of said bar on the upper side of the 
lever, and the knife secured in a forwardly 
inclined position, on the inclined head of the 
lever, and having a downwardly and laterally 
projecting point which is beveled on the inner 
side, as shown and described. 
In testimony of all which I have hereunto 

subscribed my name. 
OLIVER, C. THOMPSON. 

Witnesses: 
J. T. BURTON, 
GEORGE S. SIMONS. 
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