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This invention relates to a device for use in 
connection with the care of the hands and more 
specifically to a device for assisting in the appli 
cation of liquids to the nails of the hands. 
In general, it is an object of the invention to 

provide a device of the character described, which 
will efficiently perform the purposes for which it 
is intended, which is simple and economical of 
construction, which can be expeditiously, conven 
iently and safely manipulated, and which can be 
readily and economically manufactured. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

device which is used when coating the nails and 
which prevents the coating material from being 
deposited on the skin and especially on the skin 
at the tip and adjoining sides of the finger; to 
provide such a device which is not bulky or cum 
bersome, and to provide such a device which may 
consist of a single and very simple piece of ma 
terial; to provide such a device which, while the 
coating of paint applied is still wet, may be re 
moved without spoiling the latter; and to provide 
Such a device which by simply turning it around 
through 180 may be changed from use for the 
right hand to use for the left hand, and vice versa. 
There have been various and Sundry mecha 

nisms provided for use in applying liquids to fin 
ger nails. In many instances they have been so 
complicated, impractical and unsatisfactory in 
general that they are not obtainable in the stores. 

I have found that the reason for this fact lies 
in the too great complication of the earlier de 
vices which all are aiming at protecting the flesh 
all around the nail. Thereby, it became neces 
Sary to give Such devices the shape of closed sten 
cil frames, finger caps, gloves, or the like, which 
cannot be removed without endangering the paint 
applied, before such paint is dry. 
Some of the earlier devices even have to be at 

tached by means of adhesive. 
I have found that all these disadvantages can 

be avoided, and that it is sufficient to protect the 
flesh at the ends and adjoining sides of nails, 
where Soiling is most inconvenient, provided care 
is taken to secure firmly the relative position of 
all fingers of the hand, so as to avoid wobbling 
during painting. 
With this objective in mind I have devised a 

flesh guard which consists of a plate having finger 
notches and a thumb notch all in such fixed rela 
tive positions that said plate is adapted to be 
firmly held in place by the pressure of the thumb 
of a hand against the other fingers, and vice 
versa, with the edges of said notches engaging 
under the nails, thereby securing firmly the rela 
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tive positions of said thumb and fingers and 
venting wobbling. 
Although the novel features which are believed 

to be characteristic of this invention will be par 
ticularly pointed out in the claims appended 
hereto, the invention itself, as to its objects and 
advantages, and the manner in which it may be 
carried out, may be better understood by refer 
ring to the following description taken in con 
nection with the accompanying drawing forming 
a part hereof, in which an embodiment of the 
invention is shown by way of example. 

In this drawing: 
Figure 1 is a plan view of the new guard. 
Figure 2 is a perspective view showing said 

guard in use. 
The guard consists of a plate a of any suitable 

material, Celluloid or other plastic, impregnated 
fibrous material, metal or the like. Plastic, how 

pre 

20 ever, is preferred. 
This plate, in the embodiment shown, has the 

form of a substantially kidney-shaped palette but 
may have any other suitable form, rectangular, 
trapezoidal, or the like. The form shown, how 

25 ever, is preferred for combining reliability in use 
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with attractive appearance. 
In one edge this plate has four notches b, c, 

d, f, adapted to receive four fingers of a hand. 
In the opposite edge said plate has a notch g 

adapted to receive the thumb of Said hand. 
The use of the new guard will be understood . 

from Figure 2. 
One hand, e. g. the left one, is turned so that 

its palm faces upwards. The thumb of this hand 
is bent angularly towards the other fingers and 
is put into notch g. The other four fingers are 
bent angularly towards the thumb and are put 
into the notches b, c, d, f. The edges of said 
notches engage under the nails thereby protect 

0 ing the flesh of the tips and adjoining sides of 
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... the fingers from soiling during painting the nails. 
The pressure of the thumb against the other 

fingers and vice versa securely holds the plate 
in place and also firmly secures all the five fin 
gers in their relative positions thereby preventing 
any wobbling, which might cause soiling. 

For enhancing this effect the elbow of that arm, 
whose hand is to be painted, may be supported on 
a table top or the like. 
The nails of the left hand may now be painted 

by means of the applicator h, brush or the like, 
held by the right hand, as shown in Figure 2. 
Immediately after painting the left hand the 

plate a may be removed from said hand before 
the paint has dried, and may be turned through 
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180° around an axis lying in the plane of the plate 
which, thereupon, may be used immediately in 
painting the nails of the right hand by means 
of the applicator held in the left hand. 
The term plate, as used in this specification and 

claims does not necessarily mean an imperforate 
plate. 

Perforations may be provided in all zones where 
no protecting or guarding action is required. 
What I claim is: 
1. A device for protecting the flesh of the tips 

and adjoining sides of the fingers against soiling 
during painting the finger nails, which device con 
sists in a plate having four finger notches in one 
edge, and a thumb notch in the opposite edge, 
the positions of said notches corresponding to the 
positions of the nails of a hand facing with its 
palm upwards and having its thumb and other 
fingers bent angularly, all said notches being 
formed corresponding to the finger tips of a hand 20 
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and having edges thin enough to engage under 
the finger nails. 

2. A device for protecting the flesh of the tips 
and adjoining sides of the fingers against soiling 
during painting the finger nails, which device 
consists in a plate having four finger notches in 
One edge, and a thumb notch in the opposite edge, 
the positions of said notches corresponding to 
the positions of the nails of a hand facing with 
its palm upwards and having its thumb and other 
fingers bent angularly, all said notches being 
formed corresponding to the finger tips of a hand 
and said plate being thin enough to engage under 
the finger nails. 

3. A device as claimed in claim 2 consisting in 
a plate having the form of a substantially kidney 
shaped palette with finger notches in one edge 
and a thumb notch in the opposite edge. 
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