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Th1s inventmn relates to a clothes pole and cap
therefor.

A primary object of this invention is the pro-
vision of a clothes pole of improved design char-
acterized by a cap which will prevent the ingress
of water into the interior of the tubular pole, and
consequent rusting thereof.

An additional object of the invention is the pro-
vision of an improved hook on such a cap adapted
to facilitate the supporting of clothes lines from
the device,

A further object of the invention is the provi-
gion of such a cap and clothes pole which may be
readily assembled, and which will be reliable and
efficient in use and relatively simple and inex-
pensive to manufacture.

Still other objects will in part he obvious and
in part be pointed out as the description of the
invention proceeds, and shown in the accompany-
ing drawings, wherein there is disclosed a pre-
ferred embodiment of this inventive concept.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a side view, partially in section and
partially in elevation, certain parts thereof being
broken away, disclosing one form of the instant
invention,

Figure 2 is a view taken substantially at right
angles to Pigure 1, partially broken away,

Similar reference characters refer to similar
parts throughout the several views of the draw-
ings.

Referring now to the drawings, the pole of the
instant invention, generally indicated at 19, is
preferably of tubular construction, and may be
formed of metal or other suitable material, The
upper extremity of the pole 10 is threaded, as at
If, to accommodate corresponding internal
threads 12 on a cap member generally indicated
at 13. The cap member I3 includes a top closure
portion 14 and a flange 15 about the base thereof,
the flange being provided with indentations i6 on
opposite sides thereof to accommodalte hooks gen-
erally indicated at 1T. The two oppositely dis-
posed hooks IT are preferably formed from g sin-
gle blank of heavy wire or similar material and
include a transverse portion I8 extending across
the top 18 of the cap and two oppositely disposed
downwardly depending shank portions 19 which
extend through the indentations of channels 16
in such manner as to ccnform to the exterior con-
figuration of the cap.

It may here be pointed out that the cap is, of
necessity, of greater external diameter than the
diameter of the pipe or pole 10, and hence the
depending shank portions {19 are seated outwardly
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a shght d1stance from the pole The space thus
formed between the portions 19 and pole 10 per-
mits the latter to be hung on a clothes line, not
shown, when the. pole is not needed to prop up
the clothes line.

The depending shank portions (9 terminate in
outwardly flared oppositely disposed loops 20, the
interior of the loops forming seats for a clothes
Iine or the like, which loops extend into upwardly
and inwardly inclined hook portions 21 which ter-
minate in outwardly flared guide portions 22 at
a point substantially adjacent the top of the
transverse portion 18, The outwardly flared
guide portions serve to facilitate the insertion of
a clothes line or the like into the loops formed
within the bends 20, while the inwardly inclined
hook portions 21 serve through the natural resil-
iency of the wire or the like to provide a restricted
portion of the hook which precludes accidental
disengagement of the clothes line,

From the foregoing it will now be seen that
there Is herein provided an improved clothes prop
which may be readily manufactured of piping or
similar material, provided with a cap which pre-
cludes the ingress of moisture into the end of the
pole, which cap is provided with hook-shaped
portions desighed to hold and support the clothes
line with a minimum of effort and difficulty.

Obviously, the lower extremity 25 of the pole
may be constructed in any desired manner, and
may be left open, or closed with a cap or plug,
or provided with a suitable pointed tip or other
device as may be necessary or desirable,

It will also be seen that there is herein provided
a novel device which accomplishes all the objects
of this invention, and others, including many ad-
vantages of great practical utility and commercial
importance,

As many embodiments may be made of this in-
ventive concept, and as many modifications may
be made in the embodiment hereinbefore shown
and described, it is to be understood that all mat-
ter herein is to be inferpreted merely as illustra-
tive and not in a limiting sense.

Iclaim:

1, In a cap for & clothes pole including an in-
verted cup-shaped member, said member having
a bottom and a substantially cylindrical side wall
terminating in a free edge, means mounting said
member on one end of a clothes pole, with said
side wall concentrically disposed about said
clothes pole; the improvement comprising at least
one hook member, said hook member including a
substantially straight portion extending longi-
fudinally of sald pole and secured to sald cup-
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shaped membeér, said portion extending down-
wardly of said side wall of said member in lat-
erally-spaced relation to said pole, a laterally-di-
rected loop formed on the lower end of said por-
tion, and an upwardly-directed portion of said
hook. extending upwardly from the outer end of
said loop in laterally-spaced relation to said first-
named portion of said hook.

2. In a cap for a clothes pole, including an in-
verted cup-shaped‘member including a closed end
and a substantially cylindrical side wall terminat-
ing in a free edge, and means mounting said
member on one end of a clothes pole with said side
wall concentrically disposed about said pole; the
improvement comprising a radially outwardly-

directed flange formed on said free edge of said

member, said flange being formed with at. least
one longitudinally-extending groove there-
through, at least one clothes line-engaging hook,

sald hook including a substantially straight shank 20 2,231,531
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portion, means mounting said portion on said cap,
said shank portion including a lower end extend-
ing through said groove and downwardly along
said pole in laterally-spaced relation thereto, said
lower end terminating in a laterally-directed loop,
said loop terminating in an upwardly-directed
hook portion, said hook portion being laterally
spaced from said shank portion and inwardly in-

clined thereto. :
FRANK. JOHN HYDE.
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