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2. m Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the intemational application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:
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3. D Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. il Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
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1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
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3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4, m No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

1(part)-5,8-11

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
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Continuation of Box II.1

Claims Nos.: -

Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.: -

Claims 1 and 2 are not supported by the description as required by
Article 6 PCT, as their scope is broader than justified by the

description and drawings. The reasons therefor are the following:

The subject-matter of claims 1 and 2 comprises the following technical
features:

A method of applying thermal spray particles to a composite, including:

-a Providing a composite;
-b The composite includes a surface;
-C Applying thermal spray particles.

According to the description a method for spray coating a composite
substrate (chapter: "Summary", p.3 and p.4) with thermal spray particles
that in situ form a pore-network, thereby improving adhesion, is
disclosed. It becomes apparent from the description and the examples
that the following restrictions are essential for the invention:

- The composite is a fiber comprising thermosetting resin
(Claim 3);

- The thermal spray comprises carbides and ceramics (p.6,
lines 8-9);

- Forming an in situ pore-network (p.4, line 3);

- The fibers burn up and leave voids (p.7, line 19);

- The fibers are provided in an outer surface of the
composite (p.7, lines 14-16);

- An additional surface layer (p.5, line 20);

Since independent claims 1 and 2 do not contain these features they do
not meet the requirement following from Article 6 PCT taken in
combination with Rule 6.3(b) PCT that any independent claim must contain
all the technical features essential to the definition of the invention.

Claims 1 does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT in that the
matter for which protection is sought is not clearly defined. The claim
attempts to define the subject-matter in terms of the result to be
achieved, which merely amounts to a statement of the underlying problem,
without providing the technical features necessary for achieving this
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result:
- "[...]1 applying the thermal spray particles at a
temperature that is high
enough to cause a [...] change [...]"
- "[...]1 the [...] change improves adhesion [...]"

The terms "thermally sensitive" and "temperature dependent change" used
in claim 1 are vague and unclear and leaves the reader in doubt as to
the meaning of the technical features to which they refer, thereby
rendering the definition of the subject-matter of said claim unclear,
Article 6 PCT.

The terms "low temperature material used in claim 2 is vague and unclear
and leaves the reader in doubt as to the meaning of the technical
features to which they refer, thereby rendering the definition of the
subject-matter of said claims unclear, Article 6 PCT.

Based on the reasoning above a meaningful search on the subject-matter
of claims 1 and 2 seems not possible. Hence the scope of claims 1 and 2
is restricted to the following:

Claim 1:

1. A method of applying thermal sprayed particles to a composite,
wherein said method includes the steps of providing a composite that
includes a thermally sensitive surface, and applying the thermal spray
particies at a temperature that is high enough to cause a temperature-
dependent change in the thermally sensitive surface of the composite,
wherein the temperature- dependent change improves adhesion between the
thermal spay particles and the composite.

Said composite includes in a least a surface portion thereof, Tow
temperature material within the composite that irreversibly changes when
subjected to the thermal spray particles at a high temperature.

T?e Tow temperature material includes cellulosic fibers (see pages 8 and
9).

Any further reference to claim 1 is to be understood as beeing directed
to the resticted claim 1 as depicted above.

The restricted claim 1 is understood to be limiting the scope of the
search and is not deemed to be considered as an allowable ammendment in
the sense of Article 34(2)b) PCT.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.2),
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should the problems which led to the Article 17(2)PCT declaration be
overcome.
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1(part)-5,8-11
A method for applying a thermal spray to a composite
comprising a surface fitted with fibers.

2. claims: 1(part),6,7,10,11

A method for applying a thermal spray to a composite
comprising a thermosetting resin.

3. claims: 12-22

A composite material having a surface hardness of less than
50 HRB.
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