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To all whom it may concern: My clamping device comprises a suspent 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM GUTEN-sion member 4, provided at its upper end 

RUNST, a citizen of the United States, resid 
ing at Milwaukee, county of Milwaukee, 
and State of Wisconsin, have invented 
new and useful Improvements in Clamp 
ing Mechanism for Litter - Supporting 
Cables, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
The object of my invention is to provide 

a simple and efficient device for clamping to 
gether two crossed carrier supporting cables 
or tracks, such as are used for supporting 
litter carriers, hay carriers and the like, at 
their junction with each other, whereby the 
lowe' or under cable is prevented from sag 
ging or being forced down and away from 
the upper cable by the weight of a load 
thereon, and whereby the respective ends 
of a Switch supported from said cables will 
be retained substantially upon the same 
plane, and a litter carrier or other vehicle 
may be readily moved from one cable to 
the other over said switch. 
A further object of my invention is to 

provide a lever operated device by which 
the lower cable when sagging below the 
other may be caught up, raised and brought 
into position to be clamped to the other 
cable, also whereby the clamping mechan 
ism may be released by the use of a pole 
and hook in the hands of an operator from 
a distance, or when standing on a lower plane. 
The construction of my device is further 

explained by reference to the accompanying 
drawings, in which, 

Figure 1 represents a side view of a 
clamping device suspended from the upper 
one of a pair of crossed cables preparatory 
to clamping the cables together. Fig. 2 is 
a side view of the device shown in Fig. 1, 
showing the position of the operating lever 
and lifting finger preparatory to rais 
ing the lower cable, and, Fig. 3 is a view 
drawn at right angles to the other figures 
showing the two cables clamped together. 

Like parts are identified by the same ref 
erence numerals throughout the several 
views. 

1 represents the upper cable and 2 the lower 
cable, which are adapted to be clamped to 
gether at their junction. 

with a hook 3 adapted to engage the upper 
cable 1, while the lower end of said sus 
pension member is pivotally connected with 
the operating lever 5 by the pivotal bolt 6. 
7 is a lifting finger, which is adapted to 

engage beneath the lower cable as indicated 
in Fig. 2, whereby as the lever 5 is drawn 
downward, the cable 2 is raised as shown in 
Fig. 1, when it is brought into locking en 
gagement with the other cable, as shown in 
Fig. 3. 
8 is a cable retaining recess formed in the 

upper end of the lever 5 for the reception of 
the lower cable, and 9 is a cable retaining 
recess formed in the upper end of the sus 
pension member 4. The recess 9 is formed 
directly above or preferably a little at the 
left of the pivotal bolt 6 and centrally be 
neath the hook 3, whereby as the lever is 
drawn down beneath the pivotal bolt 6, the 
lower cable 2 is brought into said recess 9, 
when the crossed cables are thereby con 
nected together as shown in Fig. 3. 
To enable me to operate the device at a 

distance, the lever 5 is preferably provided 
with an aperture 10 for the reception of an 
operating hook 11, which hook is connected 
with a pole 12, whereby a person is enabled 
to operate the clamping device at a distance 
or when the location is such that the same 
cannot be readily reached. 
Having thus described my invention what 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent is, 

1. In a device for clamping over-head 
crossed cables together, the combination of 
a suspension member, provided with a hook 
adapted to engage and be suspended from 
the upper cable, and a recess for the re 
ception of the lower cable of an operating 
lever pivotally connected to said suspension 
member and provided with a lifting mem 
ber, adapted as said lever is lowered to en 
gage and raise said cable and throw the 
same into the retaining recess of said sus 
pension member. 

2. The combination of two cables ar 
ranged at an angle to each other, a suspen 
sion member provided with a hook adapted 
to engage the upper-most of said cables and 
with a recess for the reception of the lower 
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cable, a lifting lever provided with a recess In testimony whereof affix my signature 
R the reception of the lower cable, and a in the presence of two witnesses. 
ifting member adapted as said lever is moved to engage the lower cable and throw WILLIAM GUTENKUNST. 

5 the same into the recess of said suspension Witnesses: 
member, all substantially as and for the pur- O. R. IRWIN, 
pose specified. J. B. IRWIN. 


