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UNITED STATES 

1,525,980 
PATENT OFFICE. 

GEORGE BROWN, OF BOSTON, IVIASSACHUSETTS. 

CONVERTIBLE BED oR THE LIKE. 
Application filed March 22, 1922. 

To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, GEORGE BROWN, 

a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Boston, county of Suffolk, State of 
Massachusetts, have invented a certain 
new and useful Improvement in Convertible 
Beds or the like, of which the following 
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is a specification, reference being had 
therein to the accompanying drawings. 
This invention relates to folding or con 

vertible beds and similar articles of fur 
niture, and especially to beds of the type 
comprising a main bed bottom section hav 
ing hinged thereto one or more lateral 
wings adapted to be supported in horizon 
tal position at a level with the main section 
so as to form a continuation thereof, or 
to be folded into another position when the 
bed is not in use, or when it is otherwise 
desired that the bed assume a different 
form, said main section and Wing or Wings 
collectively constituting a support for the 
mattress, which is usually of a flexible 
character so as to fold with the wings and 
thereby conform to the shape of the struc 
ture whether folded or extended. 
The invention has for an object to pro 

vide a bed of the type above referred to 
which, when in extended position, will be 
of the full width of the usual double bed 
stead, but which may be adjusted or folded 
in several different ways so as to adapt 
the same to a wide variety of uses or con 
ditions. ad 
Another object of the invention is to 

provide improved means for controlling the 
positions of the hinged wings, whereby they 
hay be securely and firmly supported against 
accidental release in any one or a plurality 
of positions, together with means whereby 
said wings may be conveniently released 
when desired for the purpose of adjusting 
them into a different position. 
The foregoing and other objects of the 

invention, together with means whereby 
the same may be carried into effect, will 
best be understood from the following de 
scription of one form or embodiment there 
of illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ings, in which: 

Fig. 1 is an end elevation, Fig. 2 a side 
elevation, and Fig. 3 a plan view of the 
bed, showing the same in extended or opera 
tive position. 

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 1 showing 
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the bed folded or adjusted for use as a 
single bed, day bed, or couch. 

Fig. 5 is a view similar to Figs. 1 and 4 
showing the device adjusted for use as a 
sofa or davenport. 

Fig. 6 is a view similar to Figs. 1, 4 and 
5 showing the parts adjusted for use as a 
child's scrib. Fig. 7 is an enlarged detail view of the 
Supporting and locking means for one 
of the wings, together with the means for 
unlocking or releasing the same. 

Fig. 8 is an end elevation of a portion of 
the bed illustrating a modification of the 
unlocking devices. 
The frame of the bed comprises end up 

rights 14 connected by longitudinal mem 
bers 15. Each of said uprights is prefer 
ably of an inverted U-shape, the vertical 
portions thereof constituting the legs of the 
bedstead, and being connected, a short 
distance above their lower ends, by horizon 
tal members 16. One of the uprights 14 
is preferably provided with two cross 
members 16 which are parallel to one 
another and spaced apart for the purpose 
hereinafter explained. Above the cross 
member's 16 the end uprights 14 support be 
tween them a bed bottom comprising (see 
Figure 3) a central or main section 17 and 
two side sections or lateral wings 18. The 
main section 17 comprises end members 19 
which are supported at their ends by the 
vertical portions of the end uprights 14 
and each of which has pivoted to its oppo 
site ends the inner ends of extensions 20 
constituting the end members of the side 
sections or wings 18. The outer ends of the 
end members 20 of each wing are con 
nected by a side rail 21, the ends of which 
are carried by brackets 22 depending from 
the ends of the members 20. By the fore 
going construction it will be seen that the 
central section 17 of the bed bottom is 
rigidly supported by the bedstead frame, 
while the side-sections or wings 18 are in 
effect hinged to the opposite edges of said 
central section, and may be raised or low 
ered upon their hinges with respect there 
to. The end members 19 and 20 of the bed 
bottom frame are connected by longitu 
dinal spring members 23, or other suitable 
devices usual in the art, to form a resilient 
support for a mattress, not shown. 

In accordance with my invention, the O 



s: 

parts above referred to are so constructed 
and arranged that each of the wings 18 
may occupy a horizontal position in aline 
ment with the main section 17, as shown in 

5 Figures 1 and 3, to constitute a double, bed, 
or maw be dropped into a depending posi 

li 

tion below said main section, as shown in 
Figure 4, to form a single bed, day bed, or 
coach; or may be elevated into an upright 
position, as shown in Figure 6, to form a 
child's crib, or one of said Wings may be 
dropped and the other elevated, as shown 
in Figure 5, to form a sofa or , davenport. 
The invention also comprises means for se 

5, curely supporting each of said wings in 
either the horizontal or the elevated posi 
tion, together with means whereby they may 
be readily released and lowered or moved 
into a different position. To this end each 

20 of the end members 20 is provided adjacent 
its point of pivotal connection with, the cor 
responding end member 19, with a bracket 

lo, 

of a curved brace 25, the opposite end of 
5 which is free. Each of the braces 25 is 
guided in an opening 26 (see particularly 
Figure, 7) in an upright 27 interposed be 
ween the cross member or membel's 16 of 
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t 
the adjacent end upright 14 and the corre 
sponding bottom frame end, member 19. 
Each brace 25 is formed with two, notches 
28, each adapted to engage the bottom of 
the corresponding opening 26 and thereby 
support the corresponding wing 1s either in 
the horizontal position shown in Figure 1 or 
in the elevated position shown in Figure 6 
and at the right in Figure 5. It will be 
noted that the uprights 27, from which the 
wings, 20 are supported through the brace 

40 members 25, are permanently secured at 
both ends to rigid parts of the frame and 
constitute members of the latter, thereby 
affording strong fixed abutments: for the 
wings. - 

In order that all of the braces 25 may be 
simultaneously released from supporting en 
gagement S. the uprights 27, so as to per 
mit the wings 18 to be conveniently released, 
the braces 25 of each wing are arranged to 

50. be engaged by a bail 29 pivoted at its ends 
to the uprights 2 and connected, by a rod 
30, with a suitable foot treadle at one end 
of the frame. As shown in Figures 1 to 6, 
both bails 29 are connected, by rods 30 at 

55, one end of the bed, with a common treadle 
31, although, if preferred, each bail 29 may 
be connected by a rod 30 with an individual 
treadle, as shown at 310 in Figure 8, where 

45 
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... are guided between the two parallel cross 
members 16 with which the end upright 14 
at that end of the bed is provided, the weight 
of the treadle 31 and rods 30 being counter 

65 balanced by the weight of the longitudinal sections adjacent the opposite ends of the 

details 
of use in other relations than the specific 
Ones shown. 

by either of the wings 18 may be released 
without releasing the other. The rods 30 

1,525,980 

portions of the bails, so that the parts nor 
mally occupy the position shown in the drawings. 
As will now be seen, by depressing the 

treadle 31 the bails. 29 may be operated to 
release the braces 25, thereby permitting the 
wings S to be lowered from the upright po 
sition shown in Figure 6 and at the right in 
Figure 5 into the horizontal position shown 
in Figure 1 or from the latter position into 
the depending position shown in Figure 4. 
and at the left in Figure 5. The notches 28 
in the braces 25 are preferably in the form 
of...serrations, so that the wings 18 may be 
freely raised from the depending position 
into either the horizontal or the upright po 
sition without operating the treadle 31, said 
braces, dropping by gravity into a position 
to lock the wings in any position into which 
they are raised. 

In order that a coli) pletely enclosed space 
- - - - - - - - may be provided when both wings are ele 24 to which is pivotally, connected one end, Yated into their upright positions, as, shown 

in Figure 6, to form a child's crib, the verti 
cal members of the end uprights 14 are pref 
erably connected, above the bed bottom, by 
rods 33 which may, if desired, support a 
strip of fabric 34 provided with pockets 35. 

it will be seen that many features of the 
inyention above described are not only ca 
pable of considerabie variation as to their 

of construction, but are also capable 

t will also be seen that the 
construction, shown, or its equivalent, has a 
wide range of adaptability and may be used 
in many ways beside those particularly de 
scribed. For example, when the bed is used 
by a nother and child, the wing at the side 
of the bed occupied by the mother may be in the horizontal position, thereby providing a 
bed of sufficient width, while that on the side occupied by the child may be in an upright 
position, thereby enclosing the latter side. 
in such event, or when one side of the bed is 
against the wall, the mother may, upon leav 
ing the bed, raise her side into upright posi 
tion, thereby completely enclosing and pro 
tecting the child. These and other advan 
tages of the invention will, however, be ob 
vious without further explanation. 
What claim is: 
1. In a bed or the like, the combination 

with a frame, of a botton supported there 
by, said bottom comprising a main section 
and two lateral wings hinged to the oppo 
site edges of said main section said parts 
being constructed and arranged to permit 
each of said wings to be dropped into a 
depending, position below said main sec 
tioi), to be l'aised into a position in aline 
ment with said main section, or to be ele 
wated into an upright position above said 
main section, bi'aces pivoted to said hinged 
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latter, said braces having a plurality of 
notches to engage said frame, and means 
for simultaneously releasing all of said 
braces from engagement with said frame 
when said wings are in either of Said two 
last named positions. 

2. In a bed or the like, the combination 
with a frame, of a bottom supported there 
by, said botton comprising a main Section 
and two lateral wings hinged to the oppo 
site edges of said main section, said parts 
being constructed and arranged to permit 
each of said wings to be dropped into a 
depending position below said main section, 
to be raised into a position in alinement 
with said main section or to be elevated into 
an upright position above said main sec 
tion, braces pivoted to said hinged sections 
adjacent the opposite ends of the latter, 
said braces having notches to engage said 
frame, a pair of bails pivoted to said frame 
and adapted respectively to engage both of 
said braces of one of said wings and dis 
engage the same from said frame when said 
wings are in a position in alinement with 
said main section, or in an upright posi 
tion, a treadle, and a rod connecting said 
treadle and bails and guided in said frame. 

3. An article of furniture comprising, in 
combination, a frame, a bottom supported 
thereby and including a main section and 
two wings hinged to the opposite sides of 

2 

said main section, braces pivoted to both 
ends of each of said wings, said braces hav 
ing notches to engage said frame, and a pair 
of bails pivoted to said frame and adapted 
respectively to simultaneously disengage 
both of said braces of one of said wings 
from said frame. 

4. An article of furniture comprising, in 
combination, a frame, a bottom supported 
thereby and including a main section and 
a section hinged thereto, braces pivoted to 
said hinged sections adjacent the opposite 
ends of the latter, said braces having 
notches to engage said frame, a bail pivoted 
to said frame for simultaneously disengag 
ing both of said braces from said frame, 
a treadle, and a rod connecting said treadle 
and bail and guided in said frame. 

5. A bed or the like comprising, in com 
bination, a frame, a bottom supported there 
by and including a main section and two 
wings hinged to the opposite sides of said 
main section, braces pivoted to both ends 
of each of Said wings, said braces having 
notches to engage said frame, a pair of 
bails pivoted to said frame and adapted re 
spectively to engage both of the braces of 
one of Said Wings and disengage the same 
from said frame, and a treadle and connec 
tions for operating both of said bails. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

GEORGE BROWN. 
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