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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JorN C. STEELMAN, of
Linwood, in the county of Atlantic and State
of New Jersey, have invented a new and Im-

proved Cleat,of which the following is a full,

clear, and exact deseription.

My invention relates to an improvement in
cleats, and it hag for its object to provide a
cleat of simple, durable and economic con-
struction adapted for use wherever the ciamp-
ing of a rope isrequired,and a further object
of the invention is to provide a cleat which
will bite a rope or eable when forced in con-
tact with it in such manner thatsaid rope or
cable will be made fast. 4

Theinventionconsistsin thenovel construe-
tion and combination of the several parts, as
will be hereinafter fully setforth,and pointed
out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings forming a part of this specification,
in which similar figures and letters of refer-
ence indicate corresponding parts in all the
views.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the cleat.
Fig. 2 is a vertical longitudinal section taken
praetlcally on the line 2—2 of Fig. 3. Fig. 3
isahorizontal section taken praetlcally on the
line 3—3 of Fig.1; and Fig. 4 is a similar sec-
tiontaken essentla,lly on the line 4—4 of Fig. 1.

In carrying out the invention the body por-
tion of the cleat consists of a block A, which
may be a casting or a forging, or it may be
constructed from wood or a hke material.
The said body or block A, is provided with
a recess B in one of its ends, and the. end in
which the said recess is produced may be the
thicker end of the said body if in practice it
is found desirable.

In forming the recess B the floor or lower
wall 10 thereof is made tapering from the in-
ner vertical wall of the recess downwardly and
outwardly, and the said floor or lower wall is
roughened in any approved manner, being
preferably prov1ded with a series of lonoq-
tudinalribs11. - Furthermore,in forming the
said recess side ears 12, are projected down—
ward from the sides of the outer wall, and be-
tween the said ears a clamping or binding
jaw 18, is pivoted, the jaw being pivoted near

its upper end. The said jawisin the nature
of a block also, and is made more or less cy-
lindrical upon its upper and its end surfaces;
in fact, the end and upper surfaces are made
more or less elliptical, while the under sur-
face 14 of the jaw, or that facing the ribs 11
upon the bottom of the recess B, is more or
less concaved, and the concaved surface is
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provided with a series of longitudinal ribs 15,

ag is shown best in Fig. 4.

The extreme rear 10wer edge of the jaw 13
is provided with a beveled surtace 16, and nor-
mally the beveled surface 16 of the jaw is
made to approach somewhat closely the base
or floor 10 of the said recess B, as shown in
Fig. 1. The sides of the block or body A ad-
,]acent to the recess B, are more or less round-
ed or cylindrical, as Qhown at 17 in the draw-
ings.

In operation, the rope to be cla,mped is
passed into the recess B between the lower
wall 10 thereof and the opposing surface of
the jaw13,and when therope strikes the rear
portion of the jaw the said rear portion is
drawn upward, and the forward or central
portion of the jaw as the parts meet will bind
firmly upon the rope, as shown in Fig. 2, and
hold it in clamping engagement with the ribs
of the jaw and the ribs of the base wall of the
said recess B, and the more the rope is car-
ried rearward the tighter the jaw will auto-
matieally act to hold the rope in binding en-
gagement,since the pivot point of the jaw is
located between its center and its forward end
near its upper surface. -

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. As an improved article of manufacture,
a clamp, the same consisting of a body pro-
vided with arecess or mouthin one of its ends,
the said recess or mouth being provided with
an inclined lower roughened wall, and a jaw
eccentrically pivoied within the said mouth
or recess, provided with a concaved, ribbed
lower face, as and for the purpose specified.

2. A cleat, the same consisting of a bodyor

block provided with a mouth or recess in one
of its ends, the bottom wall of which is in-
clined and roughened, and a block-like jaw
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pivotally and eccentrically located within the
said mouth or recess, the lower face of which
block-like jaw is concaved and roughened, as
and for the purpose specified.

3. A cleat, the same consisting of a body
block provided with a recess or mouth in one
of its ends, having a downwardly and out-
wardly inclined roughened lower wall and
provided with upper side ears, and a jaw of

to block-like character, eccentrically pivoted be-

tween the ears of the said mouth or recess,
the lower face of the said jaw being concaved
and roughened and its lower edge shaped fto
admit of the jaw rocking inan outwardly di-
rection, as and for the purpose specified.

JOHN C. STEELMAN. |[L.s.]

Witnesses:
JERRY ROBINSON,
HARRY CLAYTON.




