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This invention relates to filing devices and
more particularly to a visible filing device in
‘which vertical panels carry suitable separa-
tors in which the matter to be filed is con-

g tained so that-the indexes are all visible.

An object of this invention resides in pro-
-viding a visible filing device having'a panel
unit including a plurality of relatively mov-
able panels suitably mounted in assembled

" 10 relation so that the unit may be removably

inserted in a case formed to receive the panel
‘unit in any one of a plurality of different po-
sitions, so that in one position access may be
“had to the: panels for filing purposes while
5 in another the panel unit will be housed with-
in the case for storage purposes. -
Another object of the invention resides in
providing a visible file in ‘which a panel unit
Including a plurality of relatively movable

0 panels is adapted to be mounted in.a case

having an open upper end in such a way that
it will be completely housed within the case
and be retained therein throygh the coopera-
tion of suitable means engaging the panel
5-unit and the case, but which is readily oper-
able to permit removal of the panel unit.
A further object of the invention resides
in providing a case for a panel unit having
a frame member holding the panels in as-

50 sembled relation; which is formed with a

plurality .of stress-reducing sections extend-
ing transversely of thé case in such a man-
ner that they will receive the panel unit and
center it in proper operative relation in the
case. : A

- “Another object of the invention resides in
providing a special means for removably se-
curing the panels in the frame member which
more specifically includes the provision .of a
frame member having a pair of ‘oppositely
disposed channels for receiving ' collars on
the panels and a.resilient strip member as-
sociated with one of the channels in such a
manner that it will co-operate with the col-

53 lars on the panels for locking the panels in

engagement with the frameé member.
Another object of the.invention resides in
providing a tray member formed-of a single
piece of sheet material having the end por-
tions provided -with transversely extending

frame engaging members forming stress-re-

ducing sections with the adjacent portions of
the ends of the tray for receiving, positioning
and supporting the panel unit to provide ac-
cess to the panels for filing or indexing pur-
poses. .
The invention comprehends numerous
other objects which reside in the details of
construction of the case and the panel unit
and combinations thereof which are more

“ particularly pointed out in the following de-

tailed description and claims directed to the
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preferred construction, it being understood -

that various changes may be made in the size,
shape and relation of these parts without
departing from the spirit and scope of the
invention as herein set forth. )

In the drawings forming part of this ap-
plication, ‘

Fig. 1 is a verical longitudinal section
through the improved file case,

Fig. 2 is a vertical transverse section taken
approximately on line 2—2 of Fig. 1,

Fig. 8 is a side elevation of the case show-
ing the panel unit in housed position,

"Fig. 4 is'a perspective of the case showing
%h.e panel unit in a position as illustrated in
1g. 3, :

Fig. 5 isaperspective of the frame member
of the panel unit with the panels and ends
removed,

65

70

80

Fig. 6 is a detail shoWing the ‘manner of -

securing a collar to the rolled edge of one

of the panels.. - . . . :
- Fig. T is a vertical longitudinal sec¢tion

through' another form of tray construction
showing the panel unit in operative position
thereon. ,

A case is indicated generally at 1 which
includes side walls 2, end walls 3 and the bot-
tom wall: 4. The end walls 3 are formed at
their upper free edges with rolled portions
5 ag clearly shown in Fig. 1 and below these
rolled portions with openings 6 to facilitate
handling of the case.

A pair of positionirig members 7 are
mounted in spaced parallel relation on the
inside of the case and secured to the bottom
4 thereof-extending transversely between the

sides 2.. -These positioning members form -
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‘the other flange '13.

stress-reducing sections in co-operation with
the rolled edges 5 permitting the case to be
constructed of relatively light material and
at the same time to be substantially rigid and
permit of the usual handling without losing
its form.

These positioning strips 7 are spaced a
distance apart to receive the frame member
8 of the panel unit therebetween in order to
center the panel unit in the case for:the nor-
mal use of the filing device for indexing
or filing purposes in a manner as shown in
Fig. 1. This frame member includes a bot-
tom 9 and flanges 10 formed at.their-upper
edges with hinge portions for hingedly
mounting the end members 11. The sides of
the bottom 9 are formed with:flanges 12 hav-
ing the upper edges provided with lateral ex-
tensions 13 to provide opposed channels at
opposite sides of the frame member.

These channels ave adapted to receive:the
ends of the rolled edges 14 on the panels 15
which are provided with collars 16 suitably
swagedontheend portions of the rolled edges
as shown in Fig. 6. The panels are narrower
than the frame member so that they may be
inserted between the lateral extensions 13 on
the flanges 12 in the manner as shown-in/Fig.
2 by first placing one of the collars under
one of the extensions 18 and in one of the

a
a

-channels of the frame member, then moving

the lower end df the:paneél into engagement
with theframe member and sliding the panel
Iaterally to engage the other collar under
To retain” the panels
with the collars engaced under the lateral ex-
tensions 18 a leaf spring 17 is mounted on'the
hottom 9 of the frame member as shown in
Figs. 2 and 5 adjacent one of the flanges 12
and spaced inwardly a distance suflicient to
accommodate the collars 16 so that theiedge
portion of the spring will engage behind: the
edpes of the collars 16 and lock the ipaneéls
against lateral movement in-the frame mem-
ber. To disengage the panels from the frame
member it is merely necessary to depress the
feaf spring 17 by means of a penecil or other
similar instrument inserted between-the:pan-
els and reverse the operation above deseribed.

Suitable separators 19 are mounted- onithe
panels in the uwsual and well-known manner
to provide pockets for receiving cards.or
other material to he filed preferably witha
visible index.

Fig. 1 illustrates the position of the panel
unit:in:the case for its normal uscifor filing
purposes, the panels being freely movable in
the frame member to provide sccess'to-any
one of the panels while the end members 11

Y are supported by the ends of:the case’in-the

manner illustrated so that the panels-are-sup-
ported in relatively inclined position.

When it is desired to store this file the panel
unit is removed from the case from the posi-
tion shown in Fig. 1 and is inserted in the
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case from above with the frame member at
one end of the case as shown in Fig. 3, in
which position the end members 11 and the
panels lie in substantially parallel relation
with each other and the bottom 4 of the case
so that the panel unit is completely -housed
by the case. It may then be stored in a con-
venient manner and the uppermost end mem-
ber 11 forms a closure for the top of the case.
The ‘frame member 8-and -the uppermost- of
‘thie end members 11 cooperate with the rolled
edges 5 on the case to lock the panel unit in
the housed position. As shown in Fig. 1 a
spring member. 20 1s mounted on one of the
end walls 8 for engaging the bottom 9 of the
frame member so as to:normally retain ‘the
panel unit in-this interlocking cooperation:in
the case. To insert-the file into:the case,the
‘base:or frame member -is first inserted -and
moved against spring.20- under:the-flange on
the end. of the case with the spring 20-so.that
it compresses said -spring. This will then
-permit the free ends of the panel members-and
the end menibers to.move across theflangeon
-th opposite-end-of the case and:into.the: case
to the position as-shown :in Fig."8. /Fhe
spring 20 will then move the-ends of the panel
‘members and end members to:engage the op-
-posite end of the case and will cooperate with
-the:base: portion toretain-said base portion-in
the case 1n order to produce the-interlocking
association. of the:file unit inithe-case. The
opening between the rolled:edges 5 is-sufficient
to permitithe :Insertion 61 :the file unit:and
-withrthe help of the spring.20-to-normally:re-
“tain-the file unit-in' the case againstaccidental
‘removal or displacement during the handling
-of:the case:for storage-and the:ike. To:re-
'move the panelunit from the cage:it is.merély
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recessary to-shift it toward the.end ¢ the case :105

for compressing' the-spring 20 svhich will: per-
‘mit:the disengagement of the end:members 11
-and the leaves from the rolled:edge-at.the op-
-posite end of -the case.
:Another form: of tray:member for:support- -

‘ing ‘the ‘panel unit-above deseribed is 1llus-
trated in Fig. 7 which s -preferably con-
structed ofa:suitable strip of sheet-nietal hav-
‘ing-the center formed:to provide aibase 21.
At the ends of the base are provided lateral
extensions: 22 which terminate in the down-
wardly inelined end :portions:23 :projecting
‘toward:the center of the base. Theterminals
of :the ‘strip:are formedto:provide terminal
flanges 24 extending transversely acrossithe
base ‘portion 21 in spaced :parallel irelation.
The space between these flanges 24 is fixed
“to receive the frame member 8:of the rpanel
unit ‘so ‘asito position rand "hold the -unit in
proper engaged relation with thetray:so:that
the panels and end members may he sup-
ported -in:inclined reldtioniby:the oppositely
inclined -end portions.23. Fhe ends.of the
-base portion 21 and the inclined-end: portions
23:adjacent to thelateral extensions 22 have
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suitable felt strips or the like 25 secured there-
to for supporting the tray on a desk or the
like and providing rests for the end members
of the panel unit to prevent metallic contact
of the tray, the panel unit and the support
therefor.

‘What 1s claimed is: :

1. In combination, a panel unit including
a plurality . of relatively independent card-
carrying panels, and means for retaining said
panels in unit form for relative pivotal move-
ment, and a case formed to removably receive
said unit in one position with the panels in
adjacent substantially parallel relation, one
of said panels forming a closure for the open
side of said case, said case also forming a tray
for receiving said unit in a position with the
leaves approximately at right-angles to the
last-mentioned position, the ends of said
leaves extending outwardly from the case and
adapted for a limited amount of free relative
movement to provide access to the cards
thereon. -

2. In combination, 2 panel unit including
relatively movable card-carrying panels, and
a frame member detachably mounting said
panels, and a case having an open top formed
to receive said panel unit in eéither of two po-

sitions, said case containing said unit in one

of said positions so that the panels are nor-
mally inaccessible and one of said panels co-
operating with the case to form a closure for
said case.

3. In combination, a panel unit, and a case
for receiving said panel unit in either of two
positions, said case having an open top
formed with inwardly extending projections
on the end walls, said panel unit being re-
ceived and completely housed in said case in
one position and adapted to have its end por-
tions cooperate with said projections for re-
taning said unit in said case.

4. A file case comprising a panel unit in-
cluding a frame member and a plurality of
panels detachably connected at one end to
said frame member for relatively pivotal

movement, and a case having an open top
adapted to receive said unit with the frame -

member seated on the bottom in one position,
the end walls of said case providing rests for
the end panels of the unit and permitting lim-
ited pivotal movement of said panels to pro-
vide access to separators carried thereby, said
case being formed to completely house said
unit in another position therein whereby said
file may be stored.

5. A file case comprising, a panel unit in-
cluding a frame member, a plurality of panels
pivotally and detachably connected to said
frame member at one end, and a plurality of
separators hingedly mounted on each panel
and forming a series of stepped card-receiv-
ing pockets, and a case for said unit having an
open top, said case receiving said unit in one
position with said frame member seated on

the bottom, the end walls providing supports
for said panels in an inclined position and
permitting limited pivotal movement of said
panels to provide access to the pockets be-
tween said separators, said case receiving
said unit in another position and completely
enclosing said unit whereby the file may be
stored.

6. In combination, a frame member having
channels formed at the opposite sides thereof,
a plurality of separator supporting members
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having portions at the opposite sides on one -

end of said members for engagement in said
channels to pivotally mount said supporting
members in said frame member, said support-
ing members being removable from said chan-
nels by movement transversely thereof, and
a releasable locking member on said frame
member engageable with one of said portions
on each supporting member for preventing re-
moval of said portions from sald channels.
7. In combination, a panel unit including
a plurality of panels and a frame member
mounting said panels, a case having bottom
and side walls formed to house said unit in
one position, and means on the bottom of said
case for receiving and centering said frame
member between said side walls when said
unit is placed in said case in another position.
8. In combination, a frame member having
spaced channels, a plurality of panels each
having portions engaged in said channels,
said panels being insertable or removable
from said channels by movements trans-
versely thereof, a resilient member mounted
in said frame member adjacent one channel
and having a resiliently projected portion
adapted to engage a portion on each panel for
normally preventing movement of the panel
transversely of said frame member whereby
said panels are locked in said frame member.
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