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This invention relates to a transparent, accordion
shaped file. :

An object of this invention is to provide a trans-
parent, accordion shaped file for storing elongated articles
in such manner that the articles may be readily inspected.

Another object of this invention is to provide a trans-
parent, accordion shaped file for receiving elongated
articles for compact storage.

Still another object of this invention is to provide a
transparent folded file that may be inexpensively and
easily manufactured.

Other and further objects of this invention will be
apparent to those skilled in the art to which it relates from
the following specification, claims and drawing.

In accordance with this invention, there is provided
a compact file that may be made of transparent sheet
material. - This file is provided with a plurality of elon-
gated article receiving compartments or pockets which
are formed by folding two sheets of transparent material
over and upon each other in such manner as to produce
a bellows or accordion shaped device in which the two
sheets are cemented together along the folds thereof
so as to produce elongated pockets between said sheets
in the portions between the folds. This device is also
provided with covers of cardboard or a similar material
which protect the outer surfaces thereof and also facili-
tate opening and handling of the file;

Further details of this invention will be set forth in
the following specification and the drawing, in which,
briefly:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an embodiment of this
invention showing it in its folded position; .

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of an embodiment of this
invention showing it partially expanded, said view being
partially broken away;

Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken along the line 3—3
of Fig. 2; and

Fig. 4 is an end view of an embodiment of this inven-
tion that is provided with elastic strips and clips for hold-
ing the device in folded position.

Referring to the drawing in detail, reference numerals
10 and 11 designate a pair of sheets of transparent ma-
terial such as thermosetting plastic, cellophane, wax-im-
pregnated paper, “Bakelite” impregnated paper, resin
impregnated cloth or fabric and the like. These sheets
10 and 11 are folded back and forth upon each other and
cemented or glued along the folds 12 so as to form a
device of zig-zag configuration. This cementing may be
accomplished by applying strips or dots of suitable
cements between the sheets along the lines of the folds 12,
as shown in Figs. 2 and 3, or it may be accomplished
by thermally setting the material of the sheets 10 and 11
along the folds 12. Thermal setting may be done by the
use of a machine energized by high-frequency electrical
currents and such machines are well known in the art.
When such machines are to be used for thermally setting
the materials, the sheets 10 and 11, or at least one of
them, preferably consist of thermosettable plastic ma-
terial or material impregnated with a thermosettable plas-
tic along the areas of the folds 12 as shown in Figs. 2
and 3. The areas along which the sheets are cemented
extend inward from the creased part of the fold 12 as
shown in the drawing and this provides an integral four
ply 1ib construction along each bend or fold,
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The sheets 10 and 11 form pockets 15 therebetween
and the elongated edges of these pockets are defined by
the folds 12. The ends of these pockets 15 are open so
that the articles such as strips of expose photographic
film or photographic negatives 16 may be inserted into
the pockets 15. " These negatives may be readily viewed

- through the transparent. sheet material 10 and 11 when
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it is desired to inspect them simply by expanding the file
and holding the different portions thereof up to a light.

Suitable covers 13 and 14 made of cardboard, vul-
canized fiber or the like are provided to the file. by cement-
ing one surface of these covers to the end folds of the
sheets 10 and 11, as shown in Fig. 3. This cementing
may also be accomplished as described above in connec-
tion with the cementing of the folds 12. These covers
also function to strengthen the file and hold it flat when
photographic film is inserted therein. :

Suitable elastic bands 17 and 18 may be attached to
the covers 13 and 14, respectively, for the purpose of
holding the folded file in closed position. Suitable snap
fasteners 19 and 20 that are carried by the ends of the
strips 17 and 18, respectively, are provided to hold the
ends of these strips together and these snap fasteners
may be readily disengaged to permit opening of the file
for access thereto. -

While I have described this invention in detail, T do
not desire to limit it to the exact embodiment set forth
in the specification and drawing, except insofar as the
details thereof are defined by the claims.

‘What I claim is as follows:

1. An expandable file for storing strip material com-
prising a pair of sheets of transparent material that are
folded upon each other in zig-zag fashion to form an
accordion shaped expandable file having a plurality of
elongated and relatively narrow pockets open at both -
ends, narrow portions of said sheets along said folds
being bonded together to form integral four ply ribs at

- said folds, said ribs having a width greater than the thick-
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ness of said four plys to lend shape retaining strength to
said pockets when said file is extended for the visual in-
spection of the contents of said file throngh the trans-
parent walls of said pockets, and a pair of covers ce-
mented to the end folds of said folded sheets, said covers
being substantially co-extensive with said end folds and
also lending rigidity to the folded device.

2. An expandable file for storing strip material com-
prising a pair of sheets of transparent thermoplastic
material that are folded upon each other in zig-zag fashion
to form an accordion shaped expandable file having a
plurality of elongated and relatively narrow pockets
open at both ends, the narrow portions of said sheets
being bonded together along and adjacent to said folds
by heating the thermoplastic material along said folds
to hold said sheets in the aforesaid folded shape and to
form integral four ply ribs to lend shape retaining strength
to said pockets when said file is extended for the visual
inspection of the contents of said file through the trans-
parent walls of said pockets, and a pair of covers ce-
mented to the end folds of said folded sheets, said covers
being substantially co-extensive with said end folds and
also lending rigidity to the folded device.
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