
No. 858,091, PATENTED JUNE 25, 1907. 
F. W., MERRIWEATHER, 

LATCH, 
APPLICATION FILED FEB. 5, 1907, 

Sassy.: 

/ NVENTOR 

7%. 1%ee? Aederzc/ 7%/2Zezzreveazzez 

wer ru ATTORNEYs 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



O 

15 

3O 

35 

45 

So 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
FREDERICK WILLIAM MERRIWEATHER, OF KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI. 

LATCH. 
No. 858,091. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented June 25, 1907. 

Application filed February 5, 1907, Serial No. 355,821. 
To all, Luhon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, FREDERICK WILLIAM 

MERRIWEATHER, a citizen of the United 
States, and a resident of Kansas City, in the 
county of Jackson and State of Missouri, 
have invented a new and Improved Latch, 
of which the following is a full, clear, and ex act description. 

This invention is an improved latch for 
fastening doors and the like, of a type ordi 
narily known as a commode button. 
The object of this invention, primarily, is 

to provide a device of this character, of sim 
ple construction, which will hold the door 
tightly closed and prevent any shake or 
looseness between the door and latch when 
the latter is applied, also to provide for the 
convenient adjustment of the tension on the 
button, whereby the stiffness of the latch 
may be varied. 

Reference is to be had to the accompany 
ing drawings forming a part of this specifica 
tion, in which similar characters of reference 
indicate corresponding parts in all the figures. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a cabinet 
showing the manner in which my improved 
latch is applied to the door; Fig. 2 is a hori 
Zontal section through the door and latch, 
and Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the spring 
button. 

In carrying out my invention I employ a 
knob or handle 1 of any desired material or 
outward conformation, which is rigidly at 
tached to a shank 2 passing through an open 
ing in the door near its free edge. The shank 
2 is of angular cross section preferably 
square or oblong as shown in Fig. 1, and is 
provided with ratchet-teeth 3 cut or other 
wise formed in one of its edges. A button 4 
on the latch is constructed of a strip of spring 
sheet metal bent upon itself near its center, 
to providespring arms 5 which are spaced 
apart and have alining openings 6 in their 
ends adapted to slidably engage with the 
shank 2, as illustrated in Fig. 2. 
is cut from the upper arm 5 adjacent to its 
opening 6, and is bent upwardly to engage 
with the ratchet-teeth 3 when the button is 
applied to the shank2. 

t is obvious from this construction that 

A tongue 7. 

on forcing the spring arms 5 together, the 
force with which the knob and button are 
pressed against opposite faces of the door 
may be varied as desired, thus enabling the 
stiffness of the latch to be increased or de 
creased at pleasure, the spring-tongue 7 act 
ing, in connection with the teeth. 3, to retain 
the arms in adjusted position. 
Having thus described my invention I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent: 

1. A latch comprising a handle having a 
shank, a button composed of two spring 
arms spaced apart slidable on said shank, 
and means for holding said arms under com pression. 

2. A latch comprising a knob having a 
shank of angular cross section rigidly fixed 
thereto, ratchet-teeth in one edge of the 
shank, a button consisting of a strip of Spring 
metal bent upon itself to provide spring 
arms spaced apart and slidable on said 
shank, and means carried by one of said 
arms for engaging said teeth. 

3. A latch comprising a handle having a 
shank, a button constructed of a strip of 
spring sheet metal bent upon itself to pro 
vide spring arms spaced apart and slidable 
on said shank, and means to prevent the re 
traction of the outer arm when pressed on 
said shank in the direction of the inner arm. 

4. A latch comprising a handle having a 
shank fixed thereto, teeth carried by said 
shank, and a button comprising two spring 
arms spaced apart carried by said shank, one 
of said arms having means for engaging said 
teeth. 

5. A latch comprising a handle having a 
shank, a button composed of two spring 
arms spaced apart and carried by said shank, 
and means carried by one of said arms for en 
gaging with said shank. 

In testimony whereof. I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

FREDERICK WILLIAM MERRIWEATHER. 
Witnesses: 

GRACE. M. SHAFER, 
L. J. BICKFORD. 
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