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Protecting devices for heels and rear por-

tions of shoes, particularly women’s shoes,

have been proposed, these protective devices

being for the purpose of protecting the finish

5 of tge hesls and rear portions of the shoes

against scarring and soiling. they being es-

pecially adapted for protection of the shoes

. when the wearer is driving automobiles, al-

though it will be understood that they are

‘20 useful in any circumstances wherein injury
to the shoe is likely to occur. ’

The present invention relates to such a
protector which may be readily slipped on
and off the heels of a pair of shoes to encase

- 18 the heel and back of the shoe from such
wear, injury and abrasions which would tend
¢o injurs the appearance and material of the
shoe, and it provides such a protector made

of resilient material, such as rubber, hav-

2¢ ing among other advantages over the known
constructions, those of encasing the heel and
rear portions of a shoe with a snug fit, this
providing a suction cup effect, of providing
means for readily attaching the protector
25 into position on the shoe to sécure the pro-
tector from slipping, or other displacement,
and also by making the protector of “trans-
parent” rubber, to permit the color of the
shoe to which the protector is applied to show
through the protector, thus lessening the vis-
ibility thereof against the shoe.

Tt will be understood that the protector
of this invention may be made in any de-
sired style to correspond to the style of heel
8 over which it is to be worn.

The invention will be more readily under-
stood from reference to the accompanying
drawings. in which— :

Figure 1 represents s side view of a
woman’s shoe provided with a protector
formed in accordancs with the present in-
vention, :

Figure 2 is a sectionsl view through the
heel of the device, showing the manner in
which it is secured to the shos, .

Figure 3 is a front view of the device, and

Figure 4 is & section slong the line 4-—4
of Figure 8, showing the attachment of the
protector to the shoe. '

Referring more particularly to the draw-

ings, 10 represents a shoe, the heel and back "

of which is covered by the protector 11, the
protector being shaped to correspond to the

particular style of heel upon which it is

to be worn, and being formed of pure gum
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rubber, vulcanized, and either colored to a -

shade corresponding to the color of the shoe

upon which the protector is fo be worn, or,
_preferably, formed of so-called “transparent”

rubber which can be worn on any color of
shoe, the color of the shoe-then showin
through the rubber, this permitting any sucﬁ
protector to be worn on shoes of any shade,
the color of the shoe showing through the
protector, rendering it less visible. :

For securing the protector in place, a hook
12 is molded therein, this hook being adapt-
ed to slip over the top of the back of the
shoe to hold the protector in close engage-
ment to the shoe. As shown, the hook 12 is
not placed on the top edge of the protector,
but is surmounted by a pulling tab 12a.

It will be seen from Figure 4 that the
hook 12 is brought into engagement to the
top of the protector of the shoe by stretch-
ing the protector as it is pulled over the
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heel until the hook is brought up over the -

p}iace so it will drop over the top of the
snoe. » '
Tt will be seen that the invention provides

a protective covering which will effective-

ly protect the shoe against wear and injury,
being particularly adapted for wear when an
automobile is being driven, thus protecting
the shoe of the driver from abrasions, from
breaking and from other injuries, and it will
be apparent that the article can be produced
in a number of ways, as by dipping a form
into the gum, or being molded: the article
being vulcanized before removal from the
form or mold. As before mentioned, the
protector is made in various styles, corre-
sponding to the styles of heels commonly
worn, a protector formed in the shape of a
Cuban heel for example, slipping over that
style of heel, while a protecior designed for
French heels fits over that style, ste.

In practice the bottom 18 of the protector
is made substantially thicker than the sides.
In practice a bottom thickness of %’ with
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a side thickness of 4’/ is found very con-
venient, altho obviously the articles can be
made in any thickness desired.

The device is applied to the shoe bg draw-
ing it upwardly over the heel and back of
the shoe, the device completely encasing the
heel and fitting closely thereto and to- the
rear portions of the shoe upper. The bottom,
front, side and rear portions of the device
fit so closely around the heel that the effect
of a suction cup is produced materially as-
sisting in preventing slipping of the device,
thus greatly reducing likelihood of its tear-
ing. _
While the invention has been described as
being formed of gum rubber, it will be un-
derstood that any composition having the de-
sired toughness and elasticity may be em-
ployed, and it will be apparent that changes
in the device can be made without departing
from an inventive concept. Accordingly, it
will be understood that it is intended and
desired to embrace within the scope of this
invention such modifications and changes as
may be necessary if adapted to various con-
ditions and uses.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent of the United States, is:

A protector for heels and backs of shoes
comprising an elastic member preformed to
fit a selected style of heel, said member snug-
ly and completely enclosing the heel and back
of the shoe when fitted thereto, the back
of said member whea positioned on the heel
terminating substantially flush with the up-
per portion of the back of the shoe, and an
embedded hook adapted to hook over the
edge of the rear upper part of the shoe,
said hook being in the form of an inverted
U-shaped member, one arm of which is com-
pletely embedded in the material forming
the back of the protector, the material of the
protector being thickened to extend com-
pletely around the U-shaped member and for-
wardly thereof to occupy a position between
the stocking and the other arm of the U-
shaped hook member when the protector is
worn, whereby the stocking is protected
against damage. T

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

<sOSEPH J. DESTRO.



