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The inVention described herein may be manu 
facturedandused by orforthe Government for 
governmental purp0ses,without the payment to 
me ofanyroyaltythereon, 
Thisinvention relatestoadeVice forSaiyaging 

thespent bullets fredfrom rifes,machineguns 
and Other Smal-arm Weapons Undergoing per 
formance,endurance or othertestsnecessitating 
the firing Of the Weapon with live ammunition, 
,SuCh Spent buletS 8nd bullet particies are re 
claimedfor the Value of their metal contents. 
At present the bullets are reclaimed by using 
Sand pitsWhichare Objectionable for many rea 
Sons,including the need of removing and re 
Dienishing the sand at frequent intervajs,the 
very Unsatisfactory working conditions for the 
men handling the Sand,the resUlting dust ahd 
dirt Spreading over weapons and materials,the 
high cost ofmaintenance,etc. 
The object of this invention is to provide a 

spent bulet trap Which Will aVoid the above 
enUmerated Objections and Which Will take Up 
very IittleSpace,which willbe cleamin operation 
8nd low in maintenance cost,and which wik 
be easiyaCCessibleforremovingthe bullets and 
bulet particles,Fortheattainment of thisand 
SUch other objects as may appear or be pointed 
out herein I haVe shown One embodiment of 
my inVention in the acc0mpanying draWing, 
The improved spent bullet trap of thisinven? 

tion comprises a,tank ? which may take the 
outline and shape of the tank shown in the 
draWing?The tank is water-tight and is fled 
for most of its Voh1me With water”? Which i8 
maintainedat the level 2 by the proVision of 
an oVerfioW hole 9 loCated at that Ieveland by 
the ContinUOUs infow of Water thrOUgh inlet 8? 
Thetank,inciudingthe portionabove the water 
1evel,is completely closed except for the said 
overfow outlet 9 andan opening6 providedin 
the front Wal of the tankjust above the Water 
1evel12? 
The line of fire A from the Weapon is di? 

rectedthroughthe opening6,thebulletsstriking 
anarmor plate20 plaCedaboveandCloSetoWater 
1evel 12 and inclinedat a,Smallangle theret0? 
flate 20,which may be one and one-quarter 
incharmor plate,isSeCUred t0the opp0Sitesides 
of the tank by angle irons 24 fastened to the 
tank sides,The projectiles,entering the tank 
on Iine offire Aare defectedafterstrikingthe 
plate 20atarea22,alongthe path Band sub 
merge in the body of water of the tank?The 
bullets defected from plate 20 along path B 
strike a,secondarmor plate 23 which is Wholy 
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2 
submergedin the water,Plate 23,which may 
also be one and one-Quarter inch armor plate, 
is secured to the tank sides by angle irons 2? 
andisinclinedat the prOper angle to the first 
plate 20to Cause the path C of bullets defected 
from second plate 23 to strike a,third armor 
plate 25 Which rests Upon an inclined Wal 5 of 
the tank,Plate 25,which may be of armor 
platesimilar to plates 2? and 23,isseCured by 
angle irons 26,Tank Wall 5 and armor plate 
25 areinclimed at an angle t0 b0th the Second 
defector plate 23and tothe foor ?of thetank, 
sothat thejoullets and bulet particles defected 
from plate23 Will be directedtothe lowerregion 
0f thetankand become deposited ontank foor 
4? 
Preparatory to reclaiming the bUllets and 

bullet particles from the tank,the Water is 
drained of throUgh drain OUtlet3?One Ormore 
doo?s2 are providednearthe bott0m of thetank 
Which are Sealed Water?tight dUring the firing? 
these doors are opened during reclamation to 
enable the bullets and bulet particles to be 
shOVeledout. 
The area,22 where the bullets enterthetrap 

On ine of fre A is Cooled and Iubricated by 
the Water pUmpedthroUghinlet 88nd causedto 
be sprayed against the plate. For this purpose 
pipe nippleTinsidethetankisinclinedUpWardy 
towards the armor plate 20,Whilethe bestre– 
sults.are obtained with the tank fled with 
watertolevel12Submergingthetwoarmorplates 
23and25(asshown inthe drawing),thetrap 
may beusedwithoutthe body ofwater,thewater 

5 being merely sprayed against plate 29 and al 
1Owed toimmediately drain of throughbottom 
outlet3. 
Tclaim: 
???n 8 trap for Salvagingspent bullets,the 

COmbination of a,tank,an inlet pipe for C0n 
ducting Water Under preSSUre into thetank,the 
Said tank haVing an OUtlet hole to establish a 
Water1evelline high Up inthetank Witha clear 
tankspace above the water line,the front waII 
of theSaidtank havingan openingintothe Said 
top Clearspace andopeningtherefromtotheat 
mosphere,anarmor platein thesaid cleartank 
Space inclinedataSmallangletothesaidWater 
1ine and presenting a Central impact area,in 
the ine of fre of bulets entering the tank 
throUgh the said front Opening,the Said inlet 
pipe having a pipe nipple Within the tank di 
rected toW8rds the Saidarmor plate,andat an 
angle to the line of fire of the bullets,t0 Spray 
the Water 8gainstits Saidimp8Ct area,8,SeCOnd 
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armor piate in thetank below the Said water 
ine andinclined toward the first Said plate to 
intersect the path of bullets defected from the 
first said plate andto defect the bulets there? 
from in a,downward direction,a,third armor 
platein the tank below the water line andin? 
clined to thesaid downWard bullet direction tO 
defect the bullets therefrom towards the f00r 
of thetank,a drain outlet near thetank bot? 
tom,anda doorprovidingacceSSintothetank 
for removingthe bulets depCSited On the Said 
tankfloOr, - - 

2?In a,trap for salvaging Spent bullets,the 
combination ofatank,aninlet pipeforCOnduct 
ingwater underpressureintothetank,thefront 
wal1ofthesaidtankhayingan Openingintothe 
upper region of thetank,an armor platein the saiduppertankregionincinedfromabovesaid? 
openingdownwardinthe direction of movement 
ofenteringbulletsatasmalanglet0theline of 
fire and to the water level and preSenting a 
centralimpactareainthe line offire of buletS 
entering the said front opening,the said inlet 
pipe having a,pipe nipple within the tank di 
rected towards the Saidarmor plate,and at an 
angle to the ine of fre,to spray the Water 
against its Said impact are8,a,SeCOnd arm0r 
plate in the tankinclined toward the first Said 
plate to intersect the path of bullets defected 
from thefirst Said plateandto defieCt the buletS 
ina,downward direction,athirdarm0r plate in 
thetankandinclinedtothe Said downward bul 
1et direction to defect the bulletStCWardS the 
foorofthetank,an outlet nearthetank b0ttOm 
forthesaidsprayed water,anda d00rproviding 
access into the tank for rem0Ving the buletS 
dep0sitedontheSaidtank?00r. - 
3,In a,trap for salvaging Spent bulletS,th 

combination Of8tank,an inlet pipefor Conduct 
ingwater under presSureinto thetank,the Said 
tank having an outlet hole to establisha,Water 
1eveline high up in thetank With a cleartank 
space above the water line,the front Wallof the 
Said tank having an Opening int0 the S8id tOp 
clear Space,an &rmor platein the Said Cleartank 
space inclinedata Smallangleto thesaid Water 
1ine and preSenting 8,CentralimpaCt areain the 
line of fire of bulets entering the Said front 
opening,the Saidinlet pipe havingapipe nipple 
Within the tank directedt0Wardsthesaidarmor 
plate to Spray the Water againStits Saidimpact 
areaat anangletotheline offire Of the bullets, 
a,pair ofarmor platesin thetank belowthe Said 
Water line t0 interSect the path of bullets de 
fected from the first Said plate and to SUcces 
sively defect the bullets downWard in thetank 
at successivelyincreased anglesto the course of 
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4 
bulletsenteringthetank,adrain outletnearthe 
tank bottom,and a,door providing acceSS intO 
the tankfor removing the bullets dep0Sited On 
thesaidtankf00r, 
4?In a trap for Salvaging Spent bulletS,the 

combination of a,tank,aninlet pipe for COnduct? 
ingwater underpressureintothetank,the front 
waliof the Saidtank haVingan Openingintothe 
upperregion of the tank,an armor platein the 
said Uppertankregion inclinedfrom ab0Ve Said 
Opening downWardinthe direction 0f m0Vement 
0fentering bulletsataSmallangletothe line of 
fireandt0the Water leveland preSentinga,Cen? 
tral impact area,in the line of fre of bulletS 
entering the Said front Opening,the Said inlet 
pipe having a,pipe nipple Within the tank di 
rectedtowardsthe saidarmor plate to Spraythe 
Water againStitsSaidimpactareaatanangletOS 
the line of fire of the bullets,a,pair of armor 
platesin thetankt0interSect thepath of bulletS 
defectedfromthefirstsaidplateandtosucces 
Sivey defect the bullets downWard in the tank 
at Successivelyincreased anglesto thecourse of 
bulletsenteringthetank,anoutletnearthetank 
bottom for the Said sprayed water,and a,door 
providingaccessinto the tankforremovingthe 
buletsdepositedonthesaidtankfoor 
5,In a,trap for Salvaging spent bulets,the 

COmbination Ofatank,aninlet pipefor Conduct? 
ing Water Under preSSureint0thetank,the Said 
tank haVingan outlet hole to establish a,Water 
levelline high Up in thetankwith a cleartank 
Space ab0Vethe Water line,the front Wall of the 
Saidtank having an openinginto the Said top 
Clear SpaCe,anarmor plateinthesaidcleartank 
SpaCeinclinedata,Smalangletothesaidwater 
lineand presentingacentralimpact area,in the 
line of fire of bulets entering the said front 
Openingand defectingthe bulletsintothewater, 
the Said inlet pipe having a pipe nipple within 
thetank directedt0Wardsthe Saidarmor plateto 
Spray the Water against itSSaidimpact areaat 
an angletOthe line offire of the bullets,means 
for directingthe said bullet8throughthe water 
t0Wardsthe floor of thetank,a,drainoutletnear 
the tank bottom,and a door providing access 
into thetankforremovingthe bullets deposited 
ontheSaidtankfoor? · 
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