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Be it known that I, WILLIAM. F. BEASLEY, 
a citizen of the United States, residing at Bal 
timore, Maryland, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Locks and Key 
hole-Guards Therefor; and I do hereby de 
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex 
act description of the invention, such as will 
enable others skilled in the art to which it 
appertains to make and use the same. 
The essential feature of this invention con 

sists in a slotted barrel, (hereinafter referred 
to as the cover barrel) which is adapted to be 
placed above the key hole which it is desired 
to guard, the said barrel being capable of be 
ing rotated on an axis concentric to the axis 
of rotation of the key which enters the said 
keyhole and which releases the locking mech 
anism of the catch of the drawer, door, &c. 
The normal position of the cover barrelis, by 
preference, such that a greater or less rota 
tion thereof is required in order to cause the 
slot therein to come above and uncover the 
keyhole, after which the key may be inserted 
through the slot into the said key hole and 
turned, withdrawing the catch and releasing 
the drawer, &c., at the same time rotating the 
cover barrel, while upon turning the key to 
shoot the catch, the cover barrel will be again 
rotated, after which the key may be with 
drawn and the cover barrel rotated to its first 
position. If desired, a locking mechanism 
may be provided to lock the cover barrel 
against rotation, either in the position above 
described as normal, or in a position in which 
the slot uncovers the keyhole, the said mech 
anism being adapted to be released by an 
other key inserted in the slot in the cover bar 
rel, the key in such a case serving as a means 
for rotating the said barrel in order to cause 
the slot to uncover the key hole, after which 
the key may be withdrawn and the before 
mentioned key for the catch inserted, and 
turned, as before. If desired, an indicating 
mechanism may be also provided adapted to 
be thrown by the rotation of the cover barrel, 
either upon the initial movement thereof from 
its normal position, or from the position in 
which it uncovers the key hole, thus afford 
ing a means of detecting whether the cover 
barrel has been rotated to uncover the keyhole, 
or has been so rotated as to permit the turning 

of the key for the catch, as the case maybe. It 
will also be evident, that if desired, the above 
mentioned locking and indicating mechan 
isms may both be provided, in which case the 
indicating mechanism is by preference adapt 
ed to be thrown upon the initial movement of 
the barrel from its locked position, and in this 
case I prefer to secure on the said barrel a 
cover plate which is adapted to conceal the in 
dicating mechanism, except when the said bar 
relis in a position to be locked, thus rendering 
it necessary to lock the barrel before the in 
dicating mechanism may be read. I do not, 
however, desire to limit my claims on the last 
named feature of my invention to use in con 
nection with keyhole guards, and it is obvious 
that it may be applied to any form of lock in 
which it is desired to renderit necessarytolock 
the locking barrel before reading the register. 
From the above it will be seen that when a 
locking mechanism for the cover barrel is em 
ployed, as above described, the invention be 
comes in effect a so-called “double key sys 
tem,” and as such is especially adapted for 
use in safe deposit boxes, where it is desired 
that the lessee of the box hold one key, say 
the key to the drawer, &c., and the employé 
in care of the boxes hold the other, (the key 
to the cover barrel) in order that neither can 
have access to the box without the presence 
and assistance of the other. When, in addi 
tion to the locking mechanism, the indicating 
mechanism is employed, the latter should be 
read by both the lessee and the employé after 
each locking of the drawer, &c., and before 
each opening thereof (which reading will cor 
respond if the lock has not been tampered 
with), whereby the indicating mechanism will 
serve as a means of detecting the intervening 
opening of either lock, while the indicating 
mechanism when used without the locking 
mechanism for the barrel will serve as a 
means for detecting the turning of the key 
which serves to actuate the catch for the door, 
&c., and this being a cheap and simple con 
struction is especially adapted to be used on 
desks or bureau drawers, closets or room 
doors, &c., when the use of only a single key 
is desired. 
My invention therefore consists in the con 

struction, arrangement and combination of 
the several parts of which it is composed, as 
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will be hereinafter more fully described and 
claimed. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings 
in which corresponding parts are designated 
by similar marks of reference:-Figure 1 is a 
front elevation of a door having my inven 
tion applied thereto, the cover barrel being in 
its locked position. Figs. 2 and 3 are vertical 
longitudinal sections on line ac-ac of Fig. 1, 
the cover barrel being shown therein in its 
covering (its locked position) and uncovering 
position, respectively. Fig. 4 is a front ele 
wation of a form of locking mechanism for 
the catch of the door, it being shown partially 
in section. Figs. 5 and 6 are vertical trans 
verse sections on lines y-ly of Figs, 2 and 3, 
showing the parts in the respective positions 
shown in the said figure. Figs. 7 and 8 are 
vertical transverse sections on lines 2-2 of 
Figs. 2 and 3, showing the parts in the re 
spective positions shown in said figures. 
Figs. 9 and 10 show a modified form of my 
invention, being horizontal and vertical lon 
gitudinal sections on lines v-v and u-i, re 
spectively of Figs. 12 and 13, the cover barrel 
being shown in its covering position. Fig.11 
is a view similar to Fig. 9, but with the cover 
barrel in an uncovering position. Figs. 12 
and 13 are transverse sections onlines U-au 
of Fig. 9, and lines w'-w' of Fig. 10, re 
spectively. 
In the annexed drawings two forms of the 

catch of the part to be closed, and the locking 
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mechanism therefor are shown, together with 
the necessary modifications of the cover bar 
rel, and parts adjacent thereto. As shown, the 
first form of locking device for the catch con 
sists (see Figs. 2, 3 and 4) of a cylinder 1, 
which is inserted in the thickness of the part 
A to which it is desired to apply the key hole 
guard, and having an annular flange 2 on its 
rear end which is sunk in the rear face of 
the part A (shown in the said figures as a 
door) until its rear face is flush with the rear 
face of the latter. A longitudinal Web 3 pro 
jects radially from one side of the periphery 
of the cylinder, and has a series of apertures 
4 formed therein, extending from the inner 
surface of the central bore of the cylinder to 
the outer face of the web, while an annular 
flange 5 projects inwardly from the rear end 
of the cylinder, partially closing it, the cylin 
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der being held in place by Screws passing 
through apertures 6 in the flange and taking 
into the thickness of the part A. The barrel 
7 is contained within the bore in the cylinder 
1, its forward end being flush with the for 
ward face of the part A, while its rear end is 
reduced in diameter, and passes through the 
partially closed rear end of the cylinder to be 
hind the rear surface of the part A, where it 
is squared, and receives the catch or head 8, 
which when the part A is locked, projects be 
yond the locking edge thereof, but is adapted, 
on the rotation of the barrel, to be so turned 
as to lie entirely behind the said part, the 
catch or head 8, playing within a casing 

formed by a plate 9 secured to the rear face 
of the part. Springs 10, are contained in the 
outer, and pins 11, in the inner ends of the 
apertures 4 in the web 3, the inner ends of 
the said pins being adapted to enter radial 
perforations 12 in the barrel 7, when the lat 
ter is in a position to cause the catch or head 
8 to project beyond the locking edge of the 
part A. In the inner ends of the said per 
forations 12, pins 13 of unequal length are 
contained, which pins 13, when pressed out 
wardly by a key inserted in the longitudinal 
slot 14 in the barrel, will shove the pins 11 
outwardly until their inner ends are flush 
with the outer surface of the barrel, thus re 
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leasing the latter, and permitting it to be ro 
tated (in the direction of the arrows, Fig. 4) in 
order to release the catch. In order to limit 
the rotation of the barrel to the arc of ninety 
degrees, which disengages the catch I secure 
in the barrel a projecting lug 15, which plays 
in an off-set 16 in the end of the cylinder 1, 
by the end of which its movement is limited. 
As it is desirable to prevent the withdrawal 
of the key from the slot 14, except when the 
barrel is in a position to be locked, I may 
make the pins 13 near the forward surface of 
the part A, longer than those near the rear 
surface thereof, so that the key will be locked 
when the barrel is in any other position than 
its locked position by the impingement of the 
outer ends of the pins 13 upon the inner sur 
face of the cylinder 1. 

It will be evident that instead of using the 
above described form of locking mechanism 
for the part A, any form thereof may be used, 
in which a key rotating through an arc of a 
circle is adapted to shoot or withdraw a bolt, 
the keyhole guard therefor being constructed 
as follows: A housing 17 (see Figs. 2, 3, 5 and 
6) is secured to the forward face of the part 
A, by means of the screws 18 which pass 
through the apertures 6, and through the part 
A, their ends taking into the rear surface of 
the housing. The housing 17 has a central 
bore therein, the rear end of the bore being 
slightly reduced in diameter, as at 18. 
dial apertures 19 are formed in the housing, 
their inner ends communicating with the cen 
tral bore, while the cover barrel 20 is con 
tained in the said bore, and has a longitudi 
nal slot 21 therein, its rear end being strength 
ened by a button 20, the button and cover 
barrel having a series of holes 22 therein, the 
said holes and apertures being in alignment 
with each other when the slot 21 is in a posi 
tion to cover the slot 14 in the barrel 7, such 
a position being the normal position of the 
barrel, and being shown in Fig. 2, in which 
figure the slot 21 is on one side of the com 
mon axis of rotation of the two barrels, while 
the slot 14 is on the diametrically opposite 
side thereof. Springs 23 are contained in the 
Outer, and pins 24 in the inner ends of the 
apertures 19, while pins 25 of different length 
are contained in the holes 22 of the barrel, 
the last named pins being shoved inwardly 
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when the barrel is in a locked position by 
means of the spring pressed pins. 24, except 
upon the insertion of a proper key, when the 
inner ends of the pins 24 will become flush 
with the periphery of the button upon the 
cover barrel, thus unlocking the latter for the 
purpose of rotating it through the proper arc 
(one hundred and eighty degrees in the con 
struction shown in the drawings) in the di 
rection shown by the arrow in Fig. 5, until 
the slot 21 is directly above the slot 14 (the 
cover barrel having then the position shown 
in Fig. 6), permitting, upon the withdrawal of 
the said key, the insertion of a second and 
larger key (shown inserted in Fig. 3) which 
will release the locking mechanism of the 
catch or head 8, and permit the barrels 7 and 
20 to be rotated rearwardly (i.e. in the direction 
of the arrow in Figs. 4 and 6, and in a direction 
opposite to the arrow in Fig. 5) through the 
necessary arc (ninety degrees as shown) in or 
der to cause the catch or head to lie behind the 
part A) so shown in dottedlines in Fig. 4) in or 
der to release the said part. When it is desired 
to again lock the part A, the barrels are ro 
tated to the position which they occupied when 
the key was inserted, which is then with 
drawn, and the cover cylinder rotated (either 
forward or backward) to its normal or locked 
position. If, however, I use an indicating 
mechanism thrown by the rotation of the 
cover barrel, it is desirable to provide means 
to prevent the backward rotation from the 
position in which it uncovers the slot in the 
barrel 7 (the latter being in its locked posi 
tion) to its own locked position, at the same 
time permitting the backward rotation of 
ninety degrees necessary to release the part 
A, and I accomplish this result by placing a 
rearwardly facing shoulder 26 on the periph 
ery of the button 20, in such a position as to 
be engaged by the spring pressed pins 24 
when the cover barrel has completed its rota 
tion of ninety degrees from its locked posi 
tion, while a similar shoulder 27 may be also 
provided adapted to engage the pins 24 im 
mediately after the initial rotation in a for 
ward rotation from the said locked position, 
the said shoulders preventing a backward ro 
tation of the cover barrel to its locked posi 
tion and rendering necessary a complete for 
ward rotation thereof upon each uncovering 
of the slot in the barrel 7, the forward rota 
tion being interrupted, however, by the rear 

55 ward rotation of ninety degrees necessary to 
unlock the part A. 
The indicating mechanism, when such is 

provided is contained in a cylindrical casing 
28, the rear end of which is secured on the 
periphery of the housing 17, (which is then 
made circular in cross section) and secured in place against unscrewing by locking pins 
29 contained both in the housing and casing, 
and entering from the rear in order to pre 
vent their removal, the head of the casing 
having a radial aperture 30 therein. The in 
dicating mechanism is by preference such as 

is described in another application filed by 
me in the United States Patent Office on the 
13th day of February, 1893, serially numbered 
462,112, the essential parts thereof being 
shown in the accompanying drawings. As 
shown therein the indicating disks 31 (which 
are seen through the slot 30) are journaled on 
the barrel 20 and are connected by concentric 
sleeves 32 with notched floating disks 33, 
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which are engaged by pins 34, upon floating 
wheels 35 which are journaled on a stud 36 
projecting from the housing 17, and are 
thrown thereby, each of the floating wheels 
being thrown by the shoulders 37 thereon, en 
gaging projections 38 on the notched floating 
disks immediately adjacent thereto. The 
first floating wheel is thrown by a projection 
39 contained in a groove 40 in a collar 41, keyed 
on the said cover barrel, the said projections 
39 being placed at such a point in the groove 
as to throw the first floating wheel, and thus 
the indicating disks which have a series of 
marks on the face thereof, upon the initial 
movement of the cover barrel from its locked 
position, and prior to such a rotation thereof 
as will cause the shoulder 27 to engage the 
spring pressed pins 24, whereby the indicat 
ing mechanism will be protected against the 
injurious effects of a rearward rotation of 
the barrel at this point. When the cover 
barrel is unlocked by the rotation through 
the arc of one hundred and eighty degrees, 
in order to uncover the slot in the barrel 7, 
the indicating mechanism will be necessarily 
thrown and the projection 39, will, by the ro 
tation of the barrel, be carried to the oppo 
site side thereof to that on which the floating 
wheels are placed (see Fig. 8), and will be in 
such a position that the cover barrel can make 
the rearward rotation through the arc of 
ninety degrees to unlock the part A, without 
causing it to come into contact with the first 
floating wheel, and thus without affecting the 
accuracy of the registration. . 

I may, if I so desire, lengthen the cover 
barrel, so that it projects through and in front 
of the head of the casing 28, and key on the 
projecting part thereof a cover plate 42, hav 
ing an aperture 43 therein in such a position 
that when the cover barrel is in its normal or 
locked position, the said aperture will be over 
the aperture 30 in the front of the casing, while 
when the barrel is rotated, or is in any other 
position the solid projection of the head of 
the casing 41 will be between the aperture 43 
in the cover plate and the indicating disks, 
thus necessitating the rotation of the barrel 
to the locked position after the key is with 
drawn, before the indicating mechanism can 
be read, thus preventing the cover barrelbe 
ing inadvertently left in an unlocked posi 
tion, the edges of the cover plate being milled 
if desired, in order to afford a means of turn 
ing the cover plate. . . . 
Although I have before described the nor 

mal position of the cover plate provided with 
registering mechanism as being opposite to 
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the locking position of the barrel 7, it is ob 
vious that in the construction or in the use 
of the indicating mechanism by itself the po 
sition of the cover barrel may be changed to 
any position that will permit of the necessary 
backward rotation of the cover barrel to un 
lock the part A, without causing the projec 
tion 39 in its backward movement to strike 
the first floating wheel, and it will also be 
seen that when the indicating mechanism is 
not provided the locking mechanism of the 
cover barrel may be so adjusted as to cause 
the locking position thereof to be in any po 
sition either to cover or uncover the barrel 7. 
In Figs. 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, a form of my in 

vention is shown as applied to a drawer, in 
which the rearward rotation of the cover bar 
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again lock the said part, it having been first 
closed, the key for the locking barrels and 
with it the two barrels 7 and 20 are again ro 
tated forward through the further arc of ninety 
degrees, that is to say, until the holes 12 in the 
locking barrel are opposite the apertures in 
the second web 3, when the key may be re 
drawn, leaving the locking barrel in a locked 
position, and the head 8 in a position to clamp 
the part A. The cover barrel is then rotated 
forward through the further arc of ninety de 
grees, bringing it to its original position, thus 
again locking the cover barrel. When it is 
again desired to unlock the part A, the key 

; for the cover barrel may again be inserted, 
and the cover barrel turned through the arc 
of ninety degrees, as before, causing the end 

rel is rendered unnecessary. In this construc-b of the slot 21 in the cover barrel to uncover 
tion, the longitudinal web 3 and the springs the slot 14in the locking barrel. The said key 
10 and pins 11 therein are duplicated on dia- may now be withdrawn, and the key for the 
metrically opposite sides of the cylinder 1, 
such duplicate parts being lettered 3,10 and 

locking barrel inserted and turned through 
the arc of ninety degrees to disengage the 

11 respectively, whereby the barrel 7 will be part A, and through the further are of ninety 
in a position to be locked twice on each rota- degrees to lock the said part, thus restoring 
tion thereof at diametrically opposite points, 
while the catch or head 8 is lengthened and 
has its central position mounted on the rear 

the locking barrel 7 to the position shown in 
the drawings. As the cover cylinder has 
been thus turned through three arcs of ninety 

of the barrel 7, either of its ends being thus degrees each (two hundred and seventy de 
adapted to secure the part A. The cover cyl-grees in all), the further rotation of the said 
inder for this forming a locking mechanism 
is the same as that heretofore described in 
all respects, except that the slot 21 therein, 
extends from one side of the barrel across the 

barrel through another arc of ninety degrees 
will cause the cover barrel to regain its origi 
nal position, all the parts being thus again in 
the position shown in said Figs. 9, 10, 12 and 

center of the opposite edgethereof, the dis- 13, and ready to be again unlocked, as first 
tance from the center to the end of the slot 
nearest thereto being equal or greater than 
the distance from the center of the barrel 7, 
to the outer end of the slot therein, and that 
the normal position of the cover barrel is 
shown as such that the slot therein is normally 
at right angles to the slot in the barrel 7 when 
the latter is in a locked position. In these 
figures I have also shown the cover plate as 
being behind the head of the casing. 
The operation of unlocking this form of 

my invention may be stated as follows, the 
several parts being presumed to be in the po 

described. 
It is, of course, obvious that the same indi 

cating mechanism as that before described 
may be applied to the barrel and may be 
adapted, as in the case before described, to 
be thrown upon the initial movement of the 
barrel from its normal position, or that such 
a registering mechanism can be used without 
a locking mechanism, and I have not, there 
fore, deemed it necessary to show such an in 
dicating mechanism in these figures, and it 
will also be obvious that in case the indicat 
ing mechanism be dispensed with the casing 

sition shown in Figs. 9, 10, 12 and 13: The 29 may be also removed. 
key for the cover barrel is inserted in the slot. 
21 therein, unlocking it, whereupon the key, 
and with it the cover barrel is turned for 
wardly (in the direction of the arrow, Fig. 13) 
through an arc of ninety degrees, in which 

In another application filed by me on the 
13th day of February, 1893, and serially num 
bered 462,112, I have claimed the combina 
tion of a plate adapted to cover a key hole, 
and a registering mechanism actuated by the 

position (shown in Fig.11), the end of the slot rotations of the said plate from the said cov 
marked a, Fig. 13, uncovers the slot 14 in the 
locking barrel 7. The key for the said cover 
barrel may now be withdrawn, and the key 
for the locking barrel inserted in lieu there 
of, its rear end projecting into the slot 14 in 
the locking cylinder, and moving the locking. 
pins 12 and 13 thereof into an unlockingpo 
sition, when the two barrels may be carried 
forward through another arc of ninety de 
grees, causing the catch or head 8 to assume 
the position at right angles to that shown in 
Fig. 12, thus disengaging the part A, and per 
mitting its opening. When it is desired to 

ering position, and the combination of a ro 
tating plate adapted to cover a key hole, a 
locking mechanism locking the said plate in 
a position to cover the key hole, and a regis 
ter actuated by the rotations of the said plate 
from its locked position, and I do not there 
fore claim such a construction broadly herein, 
but 
What I do claim is 
1. A key hole guard consisting of a slotted 

barrel, adapted to be placed over a key hole 
and to be rotated on an axis concentric to 
the center of rotation of the key for the said 
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keyhole which is inserted therein, through 
the slot in the said barrel, substantially as 
described. 

2. A key hole guard consisting of a slotted 
cover barrel adapted to be rotated on an axis 
concentric to the center of rotation of the key 
inserted therethrough, in combination with a 
locking mechanism for the said cover barrel 
actuated by another key, substantially as de 
scribed. 

3. A key hole guard consisting of a slotted 
cover barrel adapted to be rotated on an axis 
concentric to the center of rotation of the key 
inserted therethrough, in combination with 
an indicating mechanism adapted to register 
the rotations of the cover barrel, substantially 
as described. - 

4. A key hole guard consisting of a slotted 
cover barrel adapted to be rotated on an axis 
concentric to the center of rotation of the key 
inserted therethrough, in combination with a 
locking mechanism for the said cover barrel 
actuated by another key and an indicating 
mechanism adapted to register the rotations 
of the cover barrel from its locked position, 
substantially as described. - 

5. A key hole guard consisting of a slotted 
cover barrel adapted to be rotated on an axis 
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concentric to the center of rotation of the key 
inserted therethrough, in combination with a 
locking mechanism for the said cover barrel, 
actuated by a separate key inserted in the 
said slot, substantially as described. 

6. A key hole guard consisting of a slotted 
cover barrel adapted to be rotated on an axis 
concentric to the center of rotation of the key 
inserted therethrough, in combination with a 
locking mechanism for the said cover barrel, 
and actuated by a separate key inserted in 
the said slot; and an indicating mechanism 
adapted to register the rotations of the cover 
barrel from its locked position, substantially 
as described. 

7. The combination of a part, having a key 
hole therein, to receive a revolving key, of a 
slotted cover barrel journaled above the said 
key hole and revolving on an axis concentric 
to the axis of rotation of the said key, sub 
stantially as described. 

8. The combination with a part, having a 
keyhole therein to receive a revolving key, of 
a slotted cover barrel journaled above the 
said key hole and revolving on an axis con 
centric to the axis of rotation of the said key, 
and a locking mechanism for the said cover 
barrel actuated by another key, substantially 
as described. 

9. The combination with a part, having a 
key hole therein to receive a revolving key, 
of a slotted cover barrel, journaled above the 
said key hole and revolving on an axis con 
centric to the axis of rotation of the said key, 
and an indicating mechanism adapted to regis 
ter the rotation of the said cover barrel sub 
stantially as described. 

10. The combination with a part, having a 
key hole therein to receive a revolving key, 
of a slotted cover barrel journaled above the 
said key hole and revolving on an axis con 
centric to the axis of rotation of the said key, 
a locking mechanism for the said cover bar 
rel actuated by another key, and an indicat 
ing mechanism adapted to be thrown upon 
the movement of the said cover barrel from its 
locked position, substantially as described. 

11. The combination with a revolving slot 
ted barrel, with a catch driven thereby, and 
with locking mechanism for the said barrel, 
disengaged therefrom by a key inserted in 
the slot therein; of a slotted cover barrel jour 
naled above the first named barrel and rotat 
ing on an axis concentric to the axis of rota 
tion thereof, substantially as described. 

12. The combination with a rotating barrel, 
of an indicating mechanism adapted to be 
thrown thereby, and a cover plate rotating 
with the said barrel, and adapted to cover the 
indicating mechanism, substantially as de 
scribed. - 

13. The combination with a rotating barrel, 
of a locking mechanism therefor, and an indi 
cating mechanism adapted to be thrown by 
the rotation of the said barrel from its locked 
position, and a cover plate rotating in the said 
barrel and adapted to uncover the indicating 
mechanism, when the barrel is in a locked po 
sition, substantially as described. . 

14. A key hole guard consisting of a barrel, 
slotted to permit the passage of a key, in Com 
bination with a locking mechanism for the 
said barrel actuated by the insertion of a key 
in the said slot, and with an indicating mech 
anism thrown by the rotation of the said bar 
rel from its locked position, substantially as 
described. 
In witness whereof I have affixed my signa 

ture in presence of two witnesses. 
WILLIAM. F. BEASLEY. 

Witnesses: Aw 

VERNON M. DORSEY, 
JAS. W. WALKER. 
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