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To all whem it may concern:

Be it known that I, Gusrave L. NemBUre,
o citizen of the United States, residing ab
Westpoint, in the county of Cuming and
State of Nebraska, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Oil-Cans,
of which the following is a specification, ref-
erence being had therein to the accompany-
ing drawing.

This invention relates to oil cans espe-
cially adapted for highly inflammable oils
such as gasolene, benzene, &c., and one of the

principal objects is to provide a novel type

of safety valve for controlling the air vent
which regulates the pouring of the liquid
from the can.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide against flame, or other gas igniting
matter gaining access to the can.

Still another object is to provide a simple
and practical support for a strainer, which
will assure of the same being at all times
retained in proper position within the body
of the can.

Other and further objects and advantages
of the invention will be apparent as the in-
vention is described in detail in the fol-
lowing specification.

Tt will, of course, be understood that the
essential features of the invention are sus-
ceptible of changes in details and structural
arrangements, one practical example of
which is shown in the accompanying draw-
ings, wherein—

Figure 1 is a central vertical sectional
view of the improved oil can. Fig. 2 is a
similar view taken at right angles to Fig. 1.
Fig. 3 is a detail perspective view of the cap
for the improved oil can.

Like characters of reference designate cor-
responding parts.

The improved oil can consists primarily
of a bottom 1 the edge of which is bent to
form embracing flange 2 which has a gas
tight engagement with the bottom edge of
the body 3 of the can. A lid or cover 4
is also provided with an embracing edge
flange 5 which normally has a gas tight en-
oagement with the top edge of the body 3.
The central portion of said lid or cover is
provided with an upstanding, preferably
circular, exteriorly threaded flange 6 which
receives an interiorly threaded closure cap
7 baving an air vent 8 formed through 1t
the exterior outlet of which is provided with
o valve seat 9. A cylindrical guard cage 10

‘spring seat and its other end bearing a

depends from the inner side of said cap T,
said guard cage being preferably formed of
wire closely meshed and surrounding the
air vent 8. A valve stem 11 projects through
the air vent 8 and has one end extended into
said- guard cage 10 and carrying a spring
seat 12 for a spring 13 that s coiled about
said stem and has one end seated on said
ainst
the under side of the top of the cap and
constantly exerting a pressure tending to
force said stem into the guard cage. The
exteriorly projected end portion of said stem
11 carries a valve 14 which is normally held
to the seat 9 by the pressure exerted on the
stem 11 by the spring 13, and above said
valve 14, the stem is provided with an eye
15 that receives a valve lifting ring 18,
whereby the said valve may be lifted man-
ually from its seat to uncover the air vent
to permit the necessary air to enter the can
when the liquid therein is to be poured out.

The cover 4 is provided with a pouring
spout 17, the outer end of which is provided
with the usual threads for detachably
ing thereon a spout-closing cap 18. Said
spout is arranged at an upward and outward
inclination relative to the cover, and is held
in such position by means of suitable braces
19, which may be formed of sheet metal
plates, or of strips of such material. The
pouring spout 17 communicates with a
strainer 20 of the type set forth in my
prior Patent No. 856,361 and bearing date
of June 11, 1907, said strainer being ar-
ranged at the same inclination within the
body as the inclination of the pouring spout,
and being supported in such position by
means of a platform brace having end legs
91 which may be soldered or otherwise per-
manently secured to the body of the can and
being provided with upwardly inclined sides
99 which terminate in a horizontally ar-
ranged connecting member 93 which forms
a seat for the closed bottom 24 of said
strainer 20. ' .

The 1id or cover 4 may be provided with a
bail 25 and a handhold 26 for handling the
said can.

From the foregoing it will be seen that
the downward pressure on the valve stem ex-
erted by the spring, will normally retain the
valve in a position to prevent air passing to
the can through the air vent. To open sai
air vent, the valve stem is lifted through its
handle to raise the valve from its seat,
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whereupon air may freely pass to the inte-
rior of the can so as to permit the liquid-to
be poured from the pouring spout, in a man-
ner well  understood. ST R

Another prominent feature of the inven-

tion is in the support for the end of the

strainer that extends into the body of thie
can. It is well known' that the surging of
the liquid within the can due to the can be-
ing hardled, causes considerable strain to'be
imposed on’ the strainer, with the result that
the same is in danger of ‘being: detached
from ‘tlie ‘cover.” To provide against this,

~ the 'présént invention:contemplatés the em-

ployment of ‘a suitable brace for the-end of
the 'same, an example of which has been
shown and described. - s E >

* While in the foregoing description par-
ticulai stress has been laid upon'the mechani-
cal operation of ‘the safety valve in cénnec-
tion with the pouring of the liquids, it'is to
be understood that ‘the same performs ‘the
ustial antomatic-actions; or finctions of ‘a
safety valve. TFor instance; should -the oil
become heited and expand, the pressure ex-
erted upon the valve will be-sufficient : to
compress the ‘spring and cause the valve
stem to raise the valve 14 from its seat ‘to
perniit the gas to estape; thereby obviating
any danger of an explosion: Tt is also to
be understood that while the foregoing de-
description ‘and the claims refer to 'the
receptacle as a “‘can,” such designation s
merely a convenient one, for it will be ob-
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'vious that any type of container or recep-

tacle may be employed, and therefore it is

~considered to be well within the spirit and
- scope of the present invention to employ any

type of container or receptacle, irrespective

“as to size, shape or construction. . It -will
“also be understood that while the safety

valve has been shown and described as being
mounted in the lid or cover, the:same may be
carried-by:the body of the container:or re-
ceptacle, ‘and “perform- the : same. functions
as ifiearried by the said lid or cover.
Claims:i: ..o S O AU S S S
“ik-iAn “eil wcan: .comprising 4 body, -a
strainer-carried -thereby ‘and held in a pen-
dent position therein, a platform brace hav-
ing'side legs connected iwithithe body and in-
clined: sides:terminating in a~horizontally
arrangéd connecting memberifor supporting
the bottom . of'said strainer; and a cover for
the” body “previded with -4 .pouring spout
communicating with said:strainer. =~ . -
2. An oil can comprising :a ~body, +a
strainer: carried thereby,:a discharge -outlet
communicating “with said.: strainer, and -a
platform brace:for said strainer - having side
legs which:arei fastened:to said body. ! : .
- In: testimony whereof I hereunto.affix my
signature in presence of two witnesses..

GUSTAVE L. NEIBURG.

Witnesseg:s 0 = =«
Marrin Bysoxg,
R. A. Tur~ER.
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