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This invention relates 
applicators, and particularly to such devices in 
the nature of a finger tip shield for use in spread 
ing and trimming lipstick, after it has been ap 
plied, without soiling the user's fingers. 
The main objects of this invention are to pro 

vide an improved finger tip shield which, when 
on the user's finger, may be used for spreading 
and trimming lipstick after it has been applied 
to the user's lips; to provide such a device that 
is Small and readily disposable after each use; 
to provide such a device that can easily be pack 
aged and kept sanitary until use; to provide an 
improved finger tip shield made of cheap dis 
posable material and which will fit the ball end 
of the user's finger firmly for more efficient use 
in operation; and to provide such a device that 
can be readily applied to the finger without han 
dling and which can be easily and quickly re 
moved for disposal. 
A Specific embodiment of this invention is 

shown in the accompanying drawings, in which: 
Figure 1 is a view of the device as applied to 

a user's finger. 
Fig. 2 is a plan view of the device, enlarged 

and partly broken away as on line 2-2 of Fig. 2. 
Fig. 3 is a Side elevation of the device. 
Fig. 4 is a front elevation of the same. 
Fig. 5 is a Sectional view of the same as taken 

On line 5-5 of Fig. 2, and 
Fig. 6 is a view showing a plurality of the de 

vices nested for packing. 
In the form shown in the drawings, the im 

proved finger tip shield or applicator, comprises 
a cap-like member formed to fit over and enclose 
the ball tip of the user's finger, leaving the finger 
nail exposed, and having means engaging the 
sides of the finger at the margins of the nail by 
which the shield is held in place on the finger 
tip. The shield body is rounded and is substan 
tially in the shape of a quarter section of a hollow 
Sphere, adapted to receive the ball end of the 
finger in firm contact With the inner Surface of 
the shield body, So that the massaging, spread 
ing and trimming operation on the user's lips can 
be accomplished without displacing the shield 
from the finger tip, and with the same facility 
as though the user had wrapped the finger tip 
in a cloth or paper tissue, as is usually done. 
As shown, the quarter-sphere-shaped hollow 

body has open ends 2 and 3, the openings of 
which merge or extend one to the other, into 
Which the ball end of the finger is inserted and 
through which the finger nail may project when 
the body is securely positioned on the finger 
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tip. The margin of the wall bounding the top 
or upwardly, opening, end 3 is provided with an 
inwardly projecting flange 4 extending from the 
edges of the wall and adapted to rest upon the 
fleshy part of the finger at the Sides of the finger 
nail, and to fit underneath the finger nail at the 
end of the finger. The wall bounding the laterally 
opening end 2 of the body i is provided with an 
outwardly projecting bead 5 formed in the mar 
gin of the wall on each side of the body, which 
bead provides a shoulder 6 that is directed to 
ward the forward or rounded portion of the body. 

Also, the finger shield is So shaped that the 
sides of the body, extending in the direction of 
the open end 2, taper outwardly and extend a 
short distance beyond the center of the curvature 
of the main portion of the body to facilitate nest 
ing a plurality of the shields, one Within another, 
for packing purposes, as shown in Fig. 6. 
The bead 5 serves a dual function in that it 

provides the shoulder 6 which spaces the nested 
shields So that their rounded ends are separated 
a distance equivalent to the Width of the bead, 
or from the shoulder 6 to the edge of the open 
ing 2, so as to prevent the shields from being 
jammed so tightly, when nested together, that 
they might stick to one another and make re 
moval from the nested column or stack difficult. 
The other function of the bead 5 is to Serve aS 
a means by which the shield can be quickly and 
easily removed from the finger tip, the user 
grasping the shield by the beaded portions to 
pull it off the finger tip, or using the finger nail 
or side of an adjacent finger, Such as the thumb, 
to push or flick the shield off the finger on which 
it is used. 
In use, it is intended that the shield will be 

applied to the finger by inserting the end of 
the finger into the first shield of a nested column 
or stack through the open end 2, with the finger 
nail extending through the top opening 3 SO that 
the end of the nail will overhang the rounded 
portion of the flange 4 when the shield is firmly 
on the finger tip. Thus, since the openings 2 and 
3 merge, there is no interference of the nail with 
the shield when the shield is being applied to 
the finger or during its use as a maSSaging Or 
spreading means covering the ball end of the 
finger. - 

The improved finger shield may be made of any 
suitable material which will have a surface tex 
ture Suitable for the massaging Or Spreading op 
eration. Preferably the shield will be made from 
a fibrous material Such as paper, or other fabric 
having enough stiffness to maintain its shape. A 
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soft textured material formed from loosely matted 
cellulose fibers is one kind that may be used, or 
the shield may be pressed or molded directly 
from a suitable paper stock. 
The main advantages of this invention reside 

in the simplicity of its form and in its arrange 
ment whereby it can be easily applied to the end 
of the finger without handling and can be readily 
removed from the end of the finger as by a fick 
ing of one finger against the other. Other ad 
vantages reside in the fact that the shield can 
be maintained in sanitary condition through 
packaging in nested form and is readily dis 
posable; immediately after use. Further ad 
vantages are to be found in the Small amount of 
material utilized in the shield and in the fact that 
its cost is so small that one time use and immedi 
ate disposal thereafter will be economically feasi 
ble and desirable. And still further advantages 
are to be found in that the shields when nested 
occupy such a small space that a relatively large 
number may be contained in a package or a 
dispenser, that is substantially the same size as 
an ordinary lip stick, and hence easily carried in 
a purse or handbag. 
Although but one specific embodiment of this 

invention is herein shown and described, it will 
be understood that numerous details of the con 
struction shown may be altered or omitted With 
out departing from the spirit of this invention as 
defined by the following claims. 

I claim: 
1. An applicator comprising a shell having Sub 

Stantially the shape of the quarter of a hollow 
sphere and adapted to fit onto and enclose the 
ball end only of a user's finger, said shell having 
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merging open ends disposed normal to each other 
and a marginal bead projecting laterally out 
ward from the opposite sides of the Wall bound 
ing one of said open ends, and said shell having 
an inwardly projecting substantially radial flange 
on the edge of the wall bounding the other open 
end. 

2. An applicator comprising a hollow shell 
adapted to fit onto and enclose the ball end of 
a user's finger, said shell having an open end into 
which the finger may be inserted and an open 
upper portion through which the fingernail may 
protrude, the opening in Said upper portion hav 
ing parallel side margins extending to and merg 
ing with the margins of said open end, and the 
Wall bounding the Opening in Said upper portion 
having a marginal inwardly projecting flange 
adapted to overlie the flesh of the finger at the 
sides and tip end of the finger nail. 
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