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UNITED STATES

PaTeENT OFFICE.

JOHN W. HUBBARD AND ORLANDO R. WINSLOW, OF MARSHFIELD, MISSOUR]J,
ASSIGNORS OF ONE-THIRD TO ANDREW J. McCDOWELL, OF SAME PLACE.

- BOOK-

REST.

SPECIFICATION forming pai-t of Letters Patent No. 551,825, dated December 24, 1895.
Application filed September 9, 1896, Serial No. 561,963, (No model)

To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that we, JoEN W. HUBBARD
and ORLANDO R. WiINSLOW, citizens of the
United States, residing at Marshfield, in the
county of Webster and State of Missouri, have
invented a new and useful Book-Rest, of
which the following is a specification.

Our invention relates to book-rests and
copy-holders, our object being to provide a
device which carries an index-finger to mark
the place for copying or reading, and operat-
ing mechanism therefor, and a clamp to hold
the book open, and which holder is adjustable
for different sizes of books or papers both asto
width and as to thickness.

‘With these and other objects in view our in-
vention consists of the details of construction
and the combination of parts hereinafter de-
scribed, and more particularly pointed out'in
the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a book-rest and copy-holder con-
structed in ‘accordance with this invention.
Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the same. Figs.
3 and 4 are detail sectional views illustrating
the manner of mounting the guide-rod. Figs.
5and 6 are detail views of the index-finger or
pointer. Fig. 7 is a detail perspective view
of the spring-clamp. TFig. 8is a detail view
of one of the adjusting-bars.

Referring to the various parts by numerals,
1 designates a back support or plate made of
wood, sheet-iron, or other suitable material,
strengthened on its back by transverse cleats
2 and 8, which are fastened thereto by bolts
4 and thumb-nuts 5.

6 designates a stiff wire brace suitably
hinged at 7 to swing into folded position or
beretracted tosupporting position. Thissup-
porting-plate 1 isprovided with legs 8, and ad-
jacent thereto in horizontal alighment along
the front face of plate 1 are rests 9 of cast
metal, preferably in the form of brackets.
These support the footof the book. The top
thereof is held in place by a spring-clamp 10,
centrally provided with a finger-loop or button
12 and formed at either end with an arched
portion 13, outwardly and downwardly bent
portion 14, a coiled portion 15, which receives
the pivot-screw 16, and a straight tension

member 17 provided with a handle-loop 18,and
resting against the retaining serew or lug 19.
Parallel with the left side of supporting-
plate 1 is guide-rod 23, which is held in ad-
justable alignment by means of two similar

arms, the upper arm 21 and the lower arm 22,.

which are pivoted against the edge of plate 1
by means of set-screws 23, 80 as to swing in
the plane of said vertical edge. On theirouter
ends these arms carry bearing-spindles 24,
bolted thereto at right angles, so as to turn in
sockets 25 provided insaid arms. These bear-
ing-spindles 24 comprise the journal end 26,
threaded to receive nut 27, the transversely-
perforated block 28, provided with thumb-
serew 29 and adapted to receive the guide-rod
20, and the stub-axle 30 on the outer end, on
which the belt-pulleys 31 are journaled. Stub-
axles 30 are threaded at their outer ends 32 to
receivenuts 33, which secure pulleys 31 there-
on. The outerflange of thelower pulley isen-
larged and milled to provide an adjusting-
wheel 54. These pulleys are grooved to re-
ceive a round leather endless belt 35, which
is secured at its meeting ends 56 to the middle
portion of projecting end 37 of index-finger or
pointer38. Thisindex-fingerisprovided with
a transverse sleeve 39, threaded over guide-
rod 20, and is continued on in an arm 40, which
extends substantially across plate 1, and is
provided with a telescoping extension 41, for
use with the back extension; presently to be
explained.

In case plate 1 is not wide enough to hold
the ledger, bank-book, or paper that is to be
copied or read, we provide an extension-plate
42, provided with cleats, legs, and bracket-
rests similar to plate 1. Secured to the cleats
thereof are adjusting-bars 43, perforated with
a plurality of holes 44, which are adapted to
seat on bolts 4 and be secured in adjustment
by thumb-nuts 5. The upper bar 43 is back-
wardly curved at 45 to receive the back of
the open book. The lower bar is below the

horizontal bracket-rests 9, and therefore out
of line with the book and not curved.

In the use of our book-rest and copy-holder,
if a small bookor a single sheet is to be held,
the back brace 6 is adjusted to support back
plate 1 at suitable inclination, and the sheet

55

60

65

70

75

8o

85

g0

95

I00




10

15

35

40

i , 551,825

is placed on rests 9 with its upper end se-
curely held by spring-clamp 10. The arms
21 and 22 are swung up enough to carry guide-
rod 20 into a plane just above the surface of
supporting-plate 1 and are there secured by
set-serews 23. The index-finger 38 isnow ad-
justed to the proper position on the page by
turning adjusting-wheel 34, and thereby re-
volving endless belt 35, which carries said
finger. If thebelt slips on pulleys 31, it may
be stretched by tightening the meeting ends
36. When the page is copied and it is de-
sired to turn it, index-finger 38 is swung up
out of the way. The torsion of belt 35 tends
to restore said finger and to keep it in place.

If the book is too wide for plate 1, the ex-
tension-plate 42 is suitably adjusted by means
of holes 44 and nuts 5. The book is rested
against curve 45 and opened, and index-fin-
ger extension 41 is pulled out, 80 as to indi-
cate on the right-hand page.

Changes in the form, proportion and the
minor details of construction may be resorted
to without departing from the principle or
sacrificing any of the advantages of this in-
vention.

What we claim is—

1. In a book rest, the combination with a
suitable supporting plate braced at its rear
and provided atitsfoot with bracket rests and
at its head with a spring clamp, of upper and
lower arms pivoted to swingina plane perpen-
dicular to said plate and connected at their
outer ends by a guide bar swiveled in said
ends, an index finger adapted to reciprocate
along said guide bar, and mechanism toreeip-
rocate said index finger, substantially as de-
seribed.

2. In a book rest, the combination with a
suitable supporting plate braced at its rear
and provided atitsfoot with bracket rests and
atits head with a spring clamp, of upper and

lower armspivoted to swingin a plane perpen-
dicular to said plate, each of said arms being
provided in its outer end with a laterally pro-
jecting bearing spindle comprising a shaft
journaled in said arm, a transversely perfo-
rated box for a guide bar and a stub axle pro-
vided with a belt pulley, a guide bar adjusted
insaid perforated boxes by means of set screws
provided therein, an endless belt passing over
said pulleys, an index finger provided with a
sleeve arranged to reciprocate on said guide
rod, and attached at its adjacent end to said
belt and having its farther end adapted to ex-
tend transversely across said plate, and a
hand wheel secured to said lower pulley
whereby said index finger may be adjusted
along the face of said plate, substantially as
described.

3. In a Dook rest, the combination with a
suitable supporting plate, braced at its rear
and provided with bracket restsatits foot, and
with a spring clamp at its head, and with a ve-
ciprocatingindex fingerat oneside, said finger
being teleseopically extensible, of an exten-
sion plate braced at its rear and similarly pro-
vided with bracket rests, and also provided
with laterally extending parallel barssecured
to the rear of said extension plate and having
a plurality of perforations through their outer
ends, by means of which said bars may be se-
cured to and longitudinally adjusted on the
rear of said supporting plate by means of
thumb screws provided on said latter plate,
substantially as described.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing as
ourown we have hereto affixed our signatures
in the presence of two witnesses.

JOMN W. HUBBARD.
ORLANDO R. WINSLOW.
Witnesses:
HARRY FYAN,
J. J. Burrs.
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