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(57) Abstract: It is intended to provide a process for producing a sparkling alcoholic drink (for example, a beer-like sparkling
alcoholic drink) which comprises preparing a prefermentation liquor with the use of at least a syrup containing a carbon source, a
nitrogen source, hop and water as the starting materials without resorting to beer, a sparkling liquor, wheat, barley, malt, etc. and
then fermenting the prefermentation liquor by using a yeast, wherein a germinating cereal is employed to give a sparkling alcoholic
drink having enhanced fermentation properties, an excellent flavor and improved foam qualities. It is also intended to provide a
sparkling alcoholic drink produced by the above process. By selecting, in particular, at least one material from among the group
consisting of corn, potato, pea, soybean, black bean, adzuki bean, red kidney bean and brown rice and using a germinating material,
which is obtained by germinating the material selected above, as a part of the starting materials for the sparkling alcoholic drink
as described above, a sparkling alcoholic drink having been further improved in the foam qualities characteristic to such sparkling
alcoholic drinks, flavor qualities and fermentation properties can be obtained.
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cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other “Y”  document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
special reason (as specified) considered to involve an inventive step when the document is
“0”  document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other means combined with one or more other such documents, such combination
“P”  document published prior to the international filing date but later than the being obvious to a person skilled in the art
priority date claimed “&"  document member of the same patent family
Date of the actual completion of the international search Date of mailing of the international search report
05 July, 2006 (05.07.06) 18 July, 2006 (18.07.06)
Name and mailing address of the ISA/ Authorized officer
Japanese Patent Office
Facsimile No. Telephone No.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (April 2005)




INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT International application No.

PCT/JP2006/308469

C (Continuation).

DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category* Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to claim No.
Y BRAUER J. et al., “Of pseudocereals and roasted 1,2,6-8
rice’”, The BREWER & DISTILLER, 15 April, 2005
(15.04.05), Vol.1l, Issue 4, pages 24 to 26
Y WO 2004/000990 A1l (Sapporo Breweriesg Ltd.), 7
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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L I:l Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafied in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. IIT Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
(See extra sheet.)

L. |:| As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. |:| As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment of
any additional fee.

3. As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 1, 2 and 6 to 8.

4. |:| No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest |:| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable,
the payment of a protest fee..

|:| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

|:| No protest accompanied the pavment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

The inventions as set forthinclaims1l, 2and é to 8 relate to processes
wherein use is made, as a starting material for producing sparkling
alcoholic drink, (1) germinating corn, (2) germinating potato, (3)
germinating pea, (4) germinating soybean, (5) germinating black bean,
(6) germinating adzuki bean, (7) germinating red kidney bean or (8)
germinating brown rice.

The technical feature common to the inventions (1) to (8) resides
in “a process for producing a sparkling alcoholic drink by using a
germinating material”.

However, such a process for producing a sparkling alcoholic drink
has been already known in public as reported by, for example,
JP-A-10-229868. Thus, “a process for producing a sparkling alcoholic
drink by using a germinating material” cannot be considered as a special
technical feature. Such being the case, it does not appear that there
igsatechnical relationship between these groups of inventions involving
any special technical features and these invention groups are not
considered as being so linked as to form a single general inventive
concept .

Thus, claimg 1, 2 and 6 to 8 involve 8 invention groups.

Concerning the inventions as set forth claims 3 to 5 relating to
processes for producing a sparkling alcoholic drink which comprises
selecting at least one material from among the group congisting of corn,
potato, pea, soybean, black bean, adzuki bean, red kidney bean and brown
rice and using a germinating material, which is obtained by germinating
the material selected above, on the other hand, the invention according
to claim 3 relates to a process wherein the germinating material is
used as a foamquality-improving agent, the invention according to ¢laim
4 relates to a procesgs wherein the germinating material is used as a
flavor quality-improving agent, and the invention according to claim
5 relates to a process wherein the germinating material is used as a
fermentation property-improving agent.

However, “a process for producing a sparkling alcoholic drink by
using a germinating material” is not a special technical feature common
to them, as discussed above, and the agents using these germinating
materials differ from each other in purpose. Such being the case, it
does not appear that there is a technical relationship between these
groups of inventions involving any special technical features and these
invention groups are not considered as being so linked as to form a
single general inventive concept.

Thus, the inventiong according to claims 3 to 5 involve 24 invention
groups wherein the individual materials (1) to (8) as described above
are employed as the agents (A) to (C) respectively.

Such being the case, the inventions according to claims 1 to 8 involve
32 invention groups as described above.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (April 2005)
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