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To all whom it may concern.: 
Beit known that I, ALONZo J. F. How ARD, of 

Milford, in the county of Worcester and State of 
Massachusetts, have nade aninvention of anew 
and useful Improvement in Boot-Crimpers' Rub 
Sticks; and do hereby declare the following to be 
a full, clear, and exact description thereof, due 
reference being had to the accompanying draw 
ing making part of this specification, and in 
wlich– i 

Figure 1 is a perspective representation, and 
Fig. 2 a transverse section of a rub-stickim which 
my improvement is embodied. 
A boot-crimper's *rub-stick,” as it is technic 

ally termed by the craft, is a simple bar of Wood 
ofabout eighteen ortwenty inchesin length, and 
one and one-half inch, more or less, in bulk, in 
cross-section, with the exception of a portion of 
its center, at Which point it expands into a com 
paratively flat enlargement, the edges of which 
are employed to rub and pound, or otherwise 
manipulate a boot-upper when conforming the 
same to the crimping-block or form, one extrem 
ity of the bar being beveled or reduced to the 
shape of an obtuse-angled Wedge for operating 
in contracted places or the Sharp bends of the 
crimping-form, which are not accessible to the 
main *rubber.” One edge of the main enlarge 
ment or rubber is employed to manipulate and 
pound the leather in the act of Crimping, when 
suchleatheris in a moist"state, and the opposite 
edge to smooth the surface of the leather after it 
may have becomedry; and as the laborandwear 
devolving upom the first-named edge is much the 
greaterofthetwo, ithas beenthecommon practice 
heretofore, in the production of these rub-sticks, 
to protect this edge by a covering or sheathing 
of thin sheet metal, the wedge-shaped end of the 
stick beinglikewise provided. Owing to the at 
tenuated thickness of the metal plating, as here 
tofore applied, its term of service is Very short, 
asit soon Wears through, thus leaving therubber 
in abad condition, for the reason that therough 
edges of the fractured metal abrade and injure 

the surface of the leather, and the rub-stick is 
discarded long before it is otherwiseworn out. 
In order to greatly prolong the Wear of these rub 
sticks, and in so doing carry out the purpose of 
myinvention, Iapply, in a mannerashereinafter 
stated, to the apex of one edge of the centralor 
main rubber and the wedge before named, a box 
of metal of considerable thickness, whereby the 
term of service of this portion of the rub-stick 
equals or exceeds that of the remainder. 
The accompanying drawing represents at A a 

Wooden bar, which constitutes a boot-crimper's 
rub-stick, the centralenlargement thereof which 
constitutesthemain rubber, being showmatB, and 
the Wedge-shaped end which produces the auxil 
iary rubber, at C. In carrying my invention into 
practice, I discard the thin metal covering which 
hasheretofore been applied to the parts Band C, 
and inlieuthereofI apply to each of the rubbers 
B C a bar, D, of metal, ofa length equal to that 
of the rubber to which it is fitted, and pyramidal 
in cross-section, the base of this block terminat 
ing in two thin leaves, EE, which serve to en 
velop the edge of each of the rubbers and con 
fine the barthereto. The metal bar can first be 
made equal in length to the two rubbers, and 
then can be cut into two pieces, each part corre 
sponding in length to the rubber to which it is 
to be fitted. As this bar of metal is about one 
quarter of an inch in thickness, more or less, it 
will withstanda great amount of Wear, and by 
prolonging, to a Very great extent, the duration 
of a rub-stick, effect an economy which entitles 
the invention to more Value than is at first ap 
parent. 

I claim– 
A boot-crimper's rub-stick, in which a metal 

lic bar, D, provided with leaves E, is fitted to 
each of the rubbers, substantially as shown and 
set forth. 

ALONZO J. F. HOWARD. 
Witnesses: 

C. N. SUMNER, 
E. W. WHITMORE. 

  


