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In one embodiment, a method comprises collecting, by a 
server from a user device, a comment input by a user into the 
user device, the collecting including identifying a time that 
the user generated the comment; associating, by the server, 
the comment input by the user with an identifiable address 
able media stream and at an identified position within the 
addressable media stream that is coincident with the time that 
the user generated the comment relative to an event presented 
in the addressable media stream; and generating and output 
ting by the server a media comment message that identifies 
the user, the comment generated by the user, the addressable 
media stream and the identified position within the address 
able media stream coinciding with the time that the user 
generated the comment. 
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Server Associates User Comment Input Device (D1) with 
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ASSOCATING USER COMMENTS TO 
EVENTS PRESENTED IN A MEDIA STREAM 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

0001. The present disclosure generally relates to receiv 
ing, evaluating, and displaying user comments that are input 
by users of a data network, the comments relevant to a pre 
sentation consumed by the users. The presentation can be a 
live event such as a meeting or entertainment event that is 
viewed by the users, a televised event such as a network 
television show, or a prerecorded event Such as a movie pre 
sentation. 

BACKGROUND 

0002 The convergence of telecommunications networks 
and Internet-based local and wide area networks has enabled 
users of these networks to employ different user input devices 
to convey messages to other users: Such messages often can 
be stored for future retrieval or display indefinitely, for 
example at a website or a messaging server. Hence, these 
network users can send messages to a variety of destinations 
using any number of user input devices, including cellphones 
that enable text messaging (e.g., short message service 
(SMS)), Blackberry devices, wired or wireless personal com 
puters, etc. Such user devices often can be used by users who 
wish to share opinions on different Subjects. 
0003. Many network users are interested in sharing com 
ments in real-time or near-real-time with respect to linear 
events experienced by the users, the linear events experienced 
either “live' or upon viewing (or hearing) an addressable 
media stream. A network user can utilize his or her input 
device to Submit a comment expressing his or her opinion or 
reaction as to a particular event observed by the user: example 
events can include a controversial answer in a political 
debate, a sports team having completed a Successful play, a 
dramatic event in a televised presentation, etc. Such user 
comments often can be submitted to Internet message boards 
(also referred to as “open threads” on social networking web 
sites), instant messaging users, text messaging destinations, 
etc. Depending on the destination and the technology 
employed, the user comment may reach one destination user 
or multiple users simultaneously. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0004 Reference is made to the attached drawings, 
wherein elements having the same reference numeral desig 
nations represent like elements throughout and wherein: 
0005 FIG. 1 illustrates an example system for associating 
comments input by a user with an event presented in an 
addressable media stream that has been consumed by the user, 
according to an example embodiment. 
0006 FIGS. 2A and 2B illustrate alternative example sys 
tems of FIG. 1 for associating comments input by a user with 
an event presented in the addressable media stream, accord 
ing to other example embodiments. 
0007 FIG. 3 illustrates users commenting on events 
within an addressable media stream, according to an example 
embodiment. 
0008 FIGS. 4A and 4B illustrate an example method for 
associating a comment input by a user with an event presented 
in an addressable media stream, according to an example 
embodiment. 
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0009 FIG. 5 illustrates an example media comment mes 
sage output by an apparatus having associated a user com 
ment with an event presented in an addressable media stream, 
according to an example embodiment. 
0010 FIG. 6 illustrates an example addressable media 
stream presented concurrently with with comments input by 
users, according to an example embodiment. 

DESCRIPTION OF EXAMPLE EMBODIMENTS 

Overview 

0011. In one embodiment, a method comprises collecting, 
by a server from a user device, a comment input by a user into 
the user device, the collecting including identifying the user 
and a time that the user generated the comment; associating, 
by the server, the comment input by the user with an identi 
fiable addressable media stream and at an identified position 
within the addressable media stream that is coincident with 
the time that the user generated the comment relative to an 
event presented in the addressable media stream; and gener 
ating and outputting by the server a media comment message 
that identifies the user, the comment generated by the user, the 
addressable media stream and the identified position within 
the addressable media stream coinciding with the time that 
the user generated the comment. 
0012. In another embodiment, an apparatus comprises a 
device interface circuit configured for collecting, from a user 
device, a comment input by a user into the user device; and a 
processor circuit. The processor circuit is configured for iden 
tifying the user and a time that the user generated the com 
ment. The processor circuit also is configured for associating 
the comment input by the user with an identifiable address 
able media stream and at an identified position within the 
addressable media stream that is coincident with the time that 
the user generated the comment relative to an event presented 
in the addressable media stream. The processor circuit also is 
configured for generating a media comment message that 
identifies the user, the comment generated by the user, the 
addressable media stream and the identified position within 
the addressable media stream coinciding with the time that 
the user generated the comment. The device interface circuit 
further is configured for outputting the media comment mes 
sage to a prescribed destination. 
0013. In yet another embodiment, an apparatus comprises 
a media controller circuit configured for causing an address 
able media stream to be presented to a user of the apparatus 
from a media Source that is distinct from the apparatus. The 
apparatus further comprises a comment input key responsive 
to input pressure by the user, and a comment circuit. The 
comment circuit is configured for identifying the user and 
recording a comment input by the user in response to detect 
ing the input pressure of the comment input key by the user. 
The comment circuit also is configured for generating a com 
ment message identifying the user and containing the com 
ment. The apparatus further comprises a device interface 
circuit configured for outputting the comment message to a 
prescribed destination that associates the comment with an 
event presented in the addressable media stream and that is 
coincident with a time that the user input the comment. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

0014 Particular embodiments disclosed herein enable a 
user comment to be associated with an event within an iden 
tifiable addressable media stream. The term “addressable' as 
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used herein with respect to media streams refers to a media 
stream having attributes, for example a time index, that 
enables identification of a time instance relative to a fixed 
"point’ (i.e., location or position) within the media stream. 
Hence, an addressable media stream can present a sequence 
of events that is deterministic and repeatable. An example of 
a media stream that is not an addressable media stream is a 
live broadcast which cannot be consumed at a later date. 

0.015 The association of the user comment with the iden 
tified position within the identifiable addressable media 
stream can be preserved by a media comment message that 
associates the user and his or her comment to the position 
within the addressable media stream coinciding with the time 
the user input the comment. The media comment message 
thus preserves the user's reaction (expressed by the comment) 
to the event presented in the addressable media stream (the 
event identifiable by the position within the addressable 
media stream). 
0016. Multiple media comment messages from distinct 
users also can be collected by a prescribed destination. 
Hence, the independent and distinct media comment mes 
sages can be collected and applied for various applications, 
while preserving the integrity of each of the messages. For 
example, the collection of media comment messages enables 
the respective comments to be concurrently presented with 
the addressable media stream as the addressable media 
stream is presented to other users. Hence, a user that is view 
ing the addressable media stream can enjoy the experience of 
receiving multiple user comments associated with a given 
event within the addressable media stream. The concurrent 
presentation of the addressable media stream with the mul 
tiple user comments associated with the events within the 
addressable media stream can further enrich a user's experi 
ence as the user consumes (e.g., views or listens to) the 
addressable media stream. Hence, the concurrent presenta 
tion of the addressable media stream with the multiple user 
comments can increase the effectiveness or impact of inter 
active presentations such as political debates, virtual meet 
ings, or distance learning. In contrast to existing systems 
(e.g., a video editor) that permit peer review and modification 
of metadata or an edit file associated with a video file, the 
media comment messages are “read only” (modifiable only 
by the user that created the comment), thereby preserving the 
integrity of the comment and the association with the addres 
sable media stream. Further, existing video editors permit 
viewing and modification of an edit file by only a single 
person at a time. In contrast, the separate media comment 
messages can be collected, stored, Sorted, filtered and con 
currently presented with the addressable media stream. 
Hence, the collection of media comment messages, each pre 
serving a user's corresponding reaction to an event in the 
addressable media stream, can result in a richer multimedia 
experience based on concurrent presentation of an event in 
the addressable media stream with the reactions by other 
USCS. 

0017. The particular embodiments also enable identifica 
tion of a user's affinity or opinion toward an event within the 
addressable media stream, enabling an accumulation of 
“socially relevant gestures” that demonstrate the user's affin 
ity toward various network items or network assets presented 
to the user. In particular, the act of a user generating a com 
ment at a specific instance in response to experiencing an 
event presented by the addressable media stream can demon 
strate a substantially strong opinion or preference by the user 
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with respect to the event that has just been consumed (e.g., 
viewed or heard) by the user at that particular position of the 
addressable media stream. 

0018 For example, assume a user is viewing a network 
content asset in the form of a sports event, a movie, a televised 
political debate, or an episode of a dramatic television series 
via an addressable media stream. The addressable media 
stream can be downloaded from a network in the form of 
streaming media, or retrieved from a local storage medium 
Such as a DVD. The user can have such a strong spontaneous 
and emotional reaction to a specific event presented in the 
addressable media stream that the user Submits a comment 
via the network to a destination. The comment can be input by 
the user in the form of an instant message, a short message to 
a cell phone, a message posting to an online bulletin board, 
etc. Such a spontaneous and emotional reaction by the user to 
the specific event in the addressable media stream can be 
recorded based on identifying not only the user and the user 
comment, but also the “position” (e.g., time code) of the 
addressable media stream that identifies the event that is 
Supplied to the user at the instant the user comment is 
detected. Hence, the spontaneous and emotional reaction by 
the user to the specific event in the addressable media stream 
can be recorded based on detecting the instance the user 
inputs the comment, coincident with the position of the 
addressable media stream that is being Supplied for presen 
tation to the user. An affinity by the user toward the event at 
the instance the user input the comment can be determined 
based on interpreting the comment relative to the event. 
0019 Hence, a media comment message can be generated 
that identifies the user, the comment generated by the user, the 
addressable media stream presented to the user, the identified 
position within the addressable media stream coinciding with 
the time that the user generated the comment, and/or an item 
affinity value that quantifies the affinity by the user toward at 
least one attribute of the event presented to the user at the 
identified position. The media comment message can be Sup 
plied to a system that can be configured for generating rec 
ommendations for the user based on accumulating Socially 
relevant gestures that demonstrate preferences by the user. An 
example system that provides recommendations to users 
based on Socially relevant gestures is disclosed in commonly 
assigned, copending application Ser. No. 1 1/947.298, filed 
Nov. 29, 2007, entitled “Socially Collaborative Filtering. 
0020. The media comment message that identifies the 
user, the comment generated by the user, the addressable 
media stream, the identified position within the addressable 
media stream coinciding with generation of the comment, 
and/or the item an affinity value also can be used to establish 
similarity relationships between users that spontaneously 
respond to the same event. The similarity relationships 
between users can be established based on determining that 
the respective comments sharing a determined positional 
similarity relative to the addressable media stream: an 
example positional similarity can be based on identifying a 
Substantially large number of comments that have been input 
within a ten-second interval relative to an identifiable time 
code of the addressable media stream. Hence, the similarity 
relationships can be established between multiple users that 
respond to the same event of the addressable media stream, 
without analyzing the actual content of the event that caused 
the users to input their comments. Hence, the similarity rela 
tionships can be established without the necessity of perform 
ing any predictive analysis of the content asset. Additional 
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details regarding determining similarity relationships 
between users is described in further detail in the commonly 
assigned patent application entitled “Identifying User Rela 
tionships from Situational Analysis of User Comments Made 
on Media Content’ (Attorney Docket No 10-101), filed on 
even date herewith. 

0021 FIG. 1 illustrates an example system for associating 
user comments to events presented in an addressable media 
stream, according to an example embodiment. The system 10 
includes a network 12 configured for detecting user selection 
inputs from user devices 14 under the control of an identifi 
able user 16. Example user devices 14 can include a remote 
control 14a for an intelligent digital television system 15 at 
the user premises, a personal computer 14b having a web 
browser, an IP based telephone 14c (for example, a voice over 
IP telephone), and/or a web enabled cell phone 14d. The IP 
telephone 14c and the web-enabled cell phone 14d also can 
include a web browser. 

0022. Any one of the user devices 14 can be configured for 
use by the user 16 to enter a comment in response to the user 
16 reacting to an event that is “consumed (e.g., viewed or 
heard) by the user 16. As described in further detail below 
with respect to FIGS. 2A and 2B, any user device 14 that is 
utilized as a user comment input device is configured for 
outputting the user comment to a prescribeddestination, illus 
trated in FIG. 1 as the server 18, that can associate the com 
ment with the event that is presented to the user 16. The server 
18 also can associate the comment with the user witnessing a 
live event, and cause the comment to be associated with a 
prescribed addressable media stream that represents abroad 
cast of the live event (for example, a live political debate, a 
live performance or sporting event, etc.). Since the broadcast 
ing of live events typically encounters abroadcast delay (e.g., 
seven seconds of delay between the live event and the broad 
cast presentation), the server 18 can use the corresponding 
delay to adjust the actual time of the comment input by the 
user 16 for concurrent presentation of the comment with the 
event that caused the user 16 to enter the comment. Note that 
use of a prescribed broadcast delay is not necessarily required 
for implementation. 
0023 FIGS. 2A and 2B illustrates alternative example 
implementations of the user comment input device 14 and the 
server 18, according to example embodiments. The server 18 
can be implemented in numerous forms, depending on the 
implementation of the user input device 14 that is used as the 
user comment input device. As illustrated in FIG. 2A, the 
server 18 can be implemented as a consumer set-top box 18a 
installed at a customer premises site and configured for Sup 
plying the media stream 82 to a consumer television 15, 
where the user comment input device (“D1) can be imple 
mented as a remote control device 14a. The server 18a also 
can be implemented as a customer premises router, for 
example a commercially-available Linksys(R router. In the 
example of FIG. 2A, the server 18a can receive a comment 
80a that is input into the user device 14a by the user 16, 
identify the user 16, associate the comment 80a with an 
identified position within the addressable media stream 82, 
and generate and output a media comment message 90 (illus 
trated in FIG. 5) that identifies the user 16, the comment 
(A1) 80a generated by the user, the addressable media 
stream 82 and the identified position within the addressable 
media stream 82 that coincides with the time that the user 
generated the comment. The server 16 of FIG. 2A can con 
currently receive comments via other user comment input 
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devices (not shown) from respective users at the same cus 
tomer premises, for example other user remote-control 
devices 14a, a laptop computer 14b, etc. 
0024 FIG. 2B illustrates alternative examples of user 
devices 14b and 14d that are utilized as user comment input 
devices configured for sending comment messages to a 
remote server 18b, according to example embodiments. The 
server 18bis reachable by the user devices 14b and/or 14d via 
the network 12 of FIG.1. Hence, the comments 80 are trans 
ported within comment messages generated by the user 
device 14b and/or 14d if the associated server is not reachable 
via a direct local link. The example web-enabled cell phone 
14d can output a comment message identifying the user 16 
and containing the comment 80b to a prescribed destination 
18b that is configured for associating the comment 80b with 
an event which is presented in an addressable media stream. 
As described in further detail below with respect to FIG. 4A, 
the comment server 18b can associate the comment 80b 
received from the cell phone 14d with a given addressable 
media stream based on the user 16 having performed a prior 
registration. For example, the server 18b can register the user 
via the corresponding user device 14d as witnessing a live 
event such as a sports event. Hence, the comment server 18b 
can associate the comment 80b to the corresponding broad 
cast of the live event, and associate the timestamp specified 
within the comment 80b with the corresponding position of 
the event within the addressable media stream that is broad 
casting the live event. 
0025 FIG. 2B also illustrates an example user device 14b, 
for example apersonal computer implemented for example as 
a laptop computer or some other personal communications 
device having a video display monitor 15', where the user 
device 14b serves as both the user device that is presenting the 
addressable media stream and the user comment input device 
that is recording the comment (A3) 80c that is input by the 
user. As described in further detail below, the user device 14b 
can be implemented Such that the presentation device portion 
15 presenting the addressable media stream is distinct and 
independent from the portion of the user comment input 
device that records the comment 80c, such that the user device 
14b is incapable of performing the associating of the user 
comment 80c to the events presented in the addressable media 
stream 82: in this case, the user device 14b can be configured 
for outputting to the comment server 18b a comment message 
identifying the user and containing the comment 80c. 
0026. The comment server 18b can associate the comment 
80c within the collected comment message with an address 
able media stream and an identified position within the 
addressable media stream based on preregistration of the user 
device 14b by the user 16. The comment server 18b also can 
associate the comment 80c with the addressable media stream 
based on the server 18b detecting a proximity between the 
destination device for the addressable media stream being 
supplied by the network 12 to the user 16, and the source of 
the comment 80c. Hence, the comment server 18b can be 
configured for associating the comment 80c with a given 
addressable media stream based on detecting a proximity 
between a first device (e.g., 15) receiving the addressable 
media stream and the second device 14b Supplying the com 
ment 80c, even if the first and second devices are distinct from 
each other. 

0027. If desired, the user device 14b of FIG.2B also can be 
configured as a server for at least one other local user device 
14e based on including an association circuit 56 configured 
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for associating the comment 80c with the event presented in 
the addressable media stream. Hence, the user device 14b can 
generate and output a media comment message that specifies 
the user, the comment 80c generated by the user, the addres 
sable media stream presented to the user, and the identified 
position within the addressable media stream coinciding with 
the time that the user generated the comment. In this case, the 
user device 14b can be configured for outputting the media 
comment message to a prescribed destination that serves as a 
database server for accumulating the media comment mes 
sage as a socially relevant gesture generated by the user and 
expressing an affinity toward the event in the addressable 
media stream. 

0028. As illustrated in FIGS. 1, 2A and 2B, each example 
implementation of the server 18, including examples 18a and 
18b, include a device interface circuit 20, a processor circuit 
22, and a memory circuit 23. As described below with respect 
to FIGS. 3-6, each device interface circuit 20 is configured for 
collecting a comment 80 from a user 16 via a user comment 
input device 14. 
0029. Each processor circuit 22 can be configured for 
identifying a user 16 and a time 86 that the user 16 has 
generated a comment 80 received by the server 18, 18a or 
18b, and associating the comment 80 input by the user 16 with 
an identifiable media stream 82 and at an identified position 
84 that coincides with the time 86 that the user generated the 
comment 80 relative to an event 85 presented in the address 
able media stream 82. Each processor circuit 22 also can be 
configured for generating and outputting a media comment 
message 90, illustrated in FIG. 5, that identifies the user 16, 
the comment 80 generated by the user, the addressable media 
stream 82 by its corresponding identifier 134, and the position 
84 within the addressable media stream.82 that coincides with 
the time 86 that the user 16 generated the corresponding 
comment 80. The device interface circuit 20 can be config 
ured for outputting the media comment message 90 to various 
prescribed destinations depending on the application, for 
example to another user device for enhanced multimedia 
instant messaging communications between users, to a social 
network website messaging board, to a media server 30 for 
concurrently presenting the comment 80 with the addressable 
media data stream 82, and/or to a database 24 or 26 for 
accumulation of socially relevant gestures demonstrating 
affinity by the user 16 toward the event 85. 
0030. As illustrated in FIG. 2A, the server 18a can be 
configured to associate the comment 80a input by a user 16 
via a distinct user device (“D1) 14a. In particular, the user 
comment input device (“D1) 14a can include a processor 
circuit 40 that includes a media controller circuit 42 and a 
comment circuit 44. The user comment input device 14a also 
can include a memory circuit 23, one or more comment input 
keys 46 for entering user comments, one or more navigation 
keys 48, a microphone 50 for entering spoken comments, and 
a device interface circuit 20' configured for outputting the 
comment 80 input by the user 16. 
0031. The comment input keys 46 (for example, comment 
input keys 46a, 46b, and/or 46c) can be configured for 
enabling a user to input a corresponding input based on apply 
ing a prescribed input pressure to the corresponding key 46. 
The comment circuit 44 can be configured for recording the 
comment input by the user 16 in response to detecting the 
corresponding input pressure of the corresponding comment 
input key 46 that is input by the user 16. For example, the user 
16 can press a recording input key 46a, for example an audio 
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input key that also can be referred to as a "scream” key 46a, 
that causes the comment circuit 44 to record an audible com 
ment by the user 16 that is detected by an internal microphone 
50 while the user depresses the audio input key 46a in 
response to detecting that the user has released the audio input 
key 46a, the comment circuit 44 can cease recording and 
forward the audible comment 80a to the server 18a via a 
wireless device interface 20', for example an infrared (IR) 
interface. Alternately, the comment circuit 44 can be config 
ured to simultaneously record and stream an audio stream 
input to the server 18a, starting in response to the user 
depressing the audio input key 46a and stopping in response 
to the user releasing the audio input key 46a. The comment 
circuit 44 also can be implemented to record digital images or 
videos, for example if the microphone 50 is supplemented 
with a built-in camera that can record images or videos: 
hence, the recorded comment can be stored as audio, image, 
or video, depending on implementation. 
0032. The comment circuit 44 also can be configured for 
detecting if a user has pressed a prescribed comment input 
key 46b that is assigned to represent a favorable opinion 
(illustrated on the key 46b in the form of a smiling face), or a 
prescribed comment input key 46c that is assigned to repre 
sent an unfavorable opinion (illustrated on the key 46c as a 
frowning face). Hence, the comment circuit 44 can be con 
figured for outputting the corresponding comment 80 based 
on whether the user has input a favorable comment input key 
46b or an unfavorable comment input key 46c. As apparent 
from the foregoing, the input keys 46 are configured to enable 
a user to provide near instantaneous feedback during presen 
tation of the addressable media stream 82, since a user may 
have limited time to enter detailed comments, depending on 
the context of the addressable media stream 82. 

0033. The navigation key 48 (illustrated as a single key for 
simplicity) can be configured for selection of the addressable 
media stream to be presented, for example changing chan 
nels, where the media controller circuit 42 sends control 
inputs to the server 18a; the media player circuit 54 in the 
server 18a, in response to the control inputs, presents the 
addressable media stream 82 to the display device 15 viewed 
by the user 16. The addressable media stream also can be 
stored locally, for example on a tangible storage medium Such 
as a DVD-ROM 52 or in the memory circuit 22 
0034. As illustrated in FIG. 2A, the device interface circuit 
20 of the server 18a (implemented for example as a set-top 
box residing at the customer premises) can include an infra 
red interface circuit 21 and a network interface circuit 25 
(implemented for example as a 100 Mb per second Ethernet 
or 100-Base T interface circuit): the infrared interface circuit 
21 is configured for collecting the comment 80a input by the 
user 16 from the user device (“D1) 14a. The processor 
circuit 22 within the server 18a can include an association 
circuit 56 configured for associating the comment 80a input 
by the user 16 with the addressable media stream 82 that is 
being presented to the user 16. In particular, the association 
circuit 56 can identify the user 16, for example based on the 
user providing via the user input device 14a a prescribed 
registration Such as a prescribed alias, a prescribed input key 
sequence assigned to the user 16, or Personal Identification 
(PIN) number. Ifa user input device 14 is assigned to a unique 
user, a unique device identifier also can be used to identify the 
user. The “identification' of the user 16 as described herein 
does not necessarily require determining the user's personal 
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identity, but simply requires some identifier or “alias’ that can 
distinguish the user from other users. 
0035. The association circuit 56 also can identify the time 
86a that the user generated the comment 80a based on deter 
mining from an internal system clock the time that the inter 
face circuit 21 received the comment 80a from the user com 
ment input device 14a. In response to identifying the time 86a 
that the user 16 generated the comment via the user comment 
input device 14a, the association circuit 56 within the proces 
sor circuit 22 can identify the identified position 84 within the 
addressable media stream 82 that coincides with the time 86a 
that the user generated the comment 80a relative to an event 
85 presented in the addressable media stream 82. 
0036 FIG.3 illustrates an example association that can be 
executed by the server 18a of FIG. 2A, the server 18b of FIG. 
2B, or the server 18 of FIG. 1, where the server 18 can record 
the comments input by multiple users utilizing respective user 
comment input devices 14. Alternately, the users 16 can be 
located at different locations and submit their respective com 
ments 80 via respective IP-based comment messages using 
their respective user comment input devices 14. The comment 
messages can be output either to the same server 18 via an 
Internet Protocol (IP)-based connection, or to distinct distrib 
uted servers 18that generate and store respective media com 
ment messages 90 in the databases of FIG. 1. 
0037. As illustrated in FIG. 3, the association circuit 56 
within the processor circuit 22 of the server 18a of FIG. 2A 
can detect that the time instance 86a that the user 16a inputs 
the comment 80a is coincident with presentation to the user 
16a of the event (“E1')85 at the identified position 84a of the 
addressable media stream (“C1) 82, illustrated as the time 
code "0:14:45”. Assuming that the users 16b, 16c and 16d are 
located at distinct locations and communicate with respective 
servers 18a, the association circuit 56 in each of the respective 
servers 18a associate the respective comments 80b, 80c, and 
80d with the addressable media stream (“C1') 82 as coincid 
ing with the respective positions based on the respective time 
instances 86b, 86c, and 86d that the users input the comments. 
As illustrated in FIG. 3, the comments 80a, 80b, and 80c can 
coincide with the same position 84a of the addressable media 
stream (“C1) 82 since the time instances 86a, 86b, and 86c of 
the respective users 16a, 16b, and 16c are essentially identical 
in response to the event “E1’ 85. In contrast, the association 
circuit 56 for the server 18a collecting the comment 80d at the 
time instance 86d associates the comment 80d with the 
addressable media stream “C1' 82 and coinciding with the 
comment “E2 at position 84b. 
0038. As illustrated in FIG. 5, the association circuit 56 
can generate a media comment message 90 for each corre 
sponding comment 80. The media comment message 90 for 
the corresponding comment 80 can be output by the network 
interface circuit 25 of the device interface circuit 20 (or 20' of 
FIG. 2B) to a prescribed destination, for example for storage 
in a database 24, 26, and/or 28 as a Socially relevant gesture by 
the user 16. The media comment message 90 also can be 
output by the device interface circuit 20 or 20' to a prescribed 
destination (e.g., any one of the databases 24, 26, or 28) that 
collects the media comment messages 90. The collected 
media comment messages 90 can be retrieved (e.g., from 
database 26) by the media server 30 for concurrent presenta 
tion of the comments 80 (e.g., 80a, 80b, and 80c) with the 
associated event “E1’ 85 at the position 84a within address 
able media stream 82, illustrated in FIG. 6. The concurrent 
presentation of the comments 80a, 80b, and 80c with the 
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addressable media stream can be implemented by the media 
server 30, for example, during a televised broadcast where 
spectators 16a, 16b, and 16c at a live sports event each inde 
pendently enter the respective comments 80a, 80b, and 80c in 
response to witnessing the event “E1’ 85 in person. 
0039. As illustrated in FIG. 2A, the server 18a, imple 
mented as a consumer set-top box, also can be configured for 
including the input keys 46 and 48 for direct input by a user 
16; hence, the server 18a also can be configured for including 
the media control circuit 42 and the comment circuit 44 for 
local control by the user 16. In this example, the comment 
circuit 44 within the processor circuit 22 can pass the com 
ment directly to the association circuit 56 via a hardware 
connection. 

0040. As illustrated in FIG. 2B, the user device 14b also 
can include a processor circuit 40, a device interface circuit 
20', and a memory circuit 23. The processor circuit 40 of the 
user device 14b can include a media controller circuit 42 and 
a media player circuit 54 for controlled presentation of an 
addressable media stream 82. The addressable media stream 
can be received as streaming media via the interface circuit 
20', for example via an Internet connection, or retrieved from 
a local tangible storage medium such as a DVD-ROM 52. 
0041 Hence, a user of the device 14b can use the same 
device 14 for viewing the addressable media stream 82, and 
inputting comments using the comment input keys 46a, 46b, 
and/or 46C. The comment circuit 44 responds to the user 
pressing the comment input keys 46 by recording the com 
ment input by the user, causing the interface circuit 20' to 
output the comment 80 to a prescribed destination (e.g., the 
comment server 18b) that associates the comment with the 
event presented in the addressable media stream coincident 
with the time that the user input the comment. If the pre 
scribed destination (e.g., the comment server 18b) is remotely 
reachable via a data network, the comment circuit 44 and/or 
the interface circuit 20' can be configured for generating a 
unique identifier for identifying the user 16, and generating a 
comment message specifying the unique identifier for iden 
tifying the user, the comment 80, and a time stamp indicating 
a time that the comment was input by the user. Alternatively, 
the association circuit 56 illustrated in the server 18a of FIG. 
2A also can be implemented within the user device 14b, 
enabling the user device 14b to generate and output the media 
comment message 90 illustrated in FIG. 5. As described pre 
viously, the device 14b can act as a server for other user 
devices 14e that forward their comment messages to the 
device 14b. 

0042. As illustrated in FIG. 1, the server 18 can be config 
ured for accessing databases 24, 26, and/or 28. The example 
server 18 can be implemented as a single server that can be 
implemented at the head end of an access network 12 for a 
content provider offering content services to the user 16, the 
access network 12 providing access to other content or ser 
vice providers 30 via a wide area network such as the Internet. 
The example server 18 also can be implemented as a distrib 
uted server system within the network 12, where a first server 
(e.g., 18) within the distributed server system associates the 
comments 80 to events 85 within an addressable media 
stream 82 and generates the media comment message 90 of 
FIG. 5, and a second server (e.g., 18") within the distributed 
server system manages distribution and implementation of 
the media comment message 90, for example updating the 
databases 24, 26, and 28 based on the media comment mes 
sage 90 in order to forward the comment 80 to other users or 
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destinations, or cause the comment 80 to be concurrently 
presented with the addressable media stream 82. 
0043 Hence, the example server 18 can be implemented 
as a single, integrated server implemented at a customer pre 
mises or withina wide area network infrastructure; the server 
18 also can be implemented in a distributed server system 
implemented within an access network locally reachable by 
the user devices 14, or a distributed server system imple 
mented within a content provider network that is remotely 
reachable by the user devices via a wide area network. 
0044) The server 18 can update the user database 24, the 
item database 26, and/or the community database 28 based on 
the media comment message 90 describing the comment 80 
generated relative to the event 85 at the identified position 84 
within the addressable media stream 82. The user database 24 
can be configured for storing information related to the user 
16, including a user profile 32 and user selection preferences 
34. The user profile 32 can include information about the user 
16, including personal account Subscription information 
related to establishment and maintenance of any network 
service utilized by the network devices 14, identification of 
other network users that have a close relationship with the 
identified user 16 (e.g., “buddy lists' for instant messaging 
sessions or cell phone Subscriptions), or users of online 
forums that the user 16 has identified as being “favorite' users 
or “disliked users. The user selection preferences 34 can 
illustrate the socially relevant gestures of the identified user 
16 based on an accumulation of the user selection inputs 
executed by the identified user 16 relative to the context of 
those user selection inputs, for example the media comment 
message 90 identifying the event 85 as the context for the 
addressable media stream 82. 

0045. The item database 26 can be configured for storing 
information about network items that are available for pre 
sentation to the user, including item-to-user relationships that 
can correlate the affinity values for all users having com 
mented on a given asset such as the event 85 within the 
addressable media stream 82. The community database 28 
can include information identifying relationships between 
the identified user 16 and other elements of a community 
based network service, for example messaging boards, Inter 
net-based recommendation sites, Internet-based social com 
munity websites, etc., where the identified user 16 can 
identify himself or herself as having particular preferences in 
terms of political interests, hobbies, “favorite' users, "dis 
liked users, preferred content, or content to avoid. 
0046) Any one of the disclosed circuits of any disclosed 
server 18 (including the network interface circuit 20, the 
processor circuit 22, and/or the memory circuit 23, as well as 
their associated components), or any of the disclosed circuits 
of the any disclosed user input device 14, can be implemented 
in multiple forms. Example implementations of the disclosed 
circuits include hardware logic that is implemented in a logic 
array Such as a programmable logic array (PLA), a field 
programmable gate array (FPGA), or by mask programming 
of integrated circuits such as an application-specific inte 
grated circuit (ASIC). Any of the disclosed circuits also can 
be implemented using a software-based executable resource 
that is executed by a corresponding internal processor circuit 
Such as a microprocessor circuit (not shown), where execu 
tion of executable code stored in an internal memory circuit 
(for example, within the memory circuit) causes the processor 
circuit to store application state variables in processor 
memory, creating an executable application resource (for 
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example, an application instance) that performs the opera 
tions of the circuit as described herein. Hence, use of the term 
“circuit' in this specification refers to both a hardware-based 
circuit that includes logic for performing the described opera 
tions, or a software-based circuit that includes a reserved 
portion of processor memory for storage of application state 
data and application variables that are modified by execution 
of the executable code by a processor. Any disclosed memory 
circuit can be implemented, for example, using a non-volatile 
memory such as a programmable read only memory (PROM) 
or an EPROM, and/or a volatile memory such as a DRAM, 
etc. 

0047. Further, any reference to “outputting a message' or 
“outputting a packet' (or the like) can be implemented based 
on creating the message/packet in the form of a data structure 
and storing that data structure in a tangible memory medium 
in the disclosed apparatus (for example, in a transmit buffer). 
Any reference to “outputting a message' or "outputting a 
packet' (or the like) also can include electrically transmitting 
(for example, via wired electric current or wireless electric 
field, as appropriate) the message/packet stored in the tan 
gible memory medium to another network node via a com 
munications medium (for example, a wired or wireless link, 
as appropriate) (optical transmission also can be used, as 
appropriate). Similarly, any reference to "collecting a mes 
Sage' or “receiving a packet' (or the like) can be implemented 
based on the disclosed apparatus detecting the electrical (or 
optical) transmission of the message/packet on the commu 
nications medium, and storing the detected transmission as a 
data structure in a tangible memory medium in the disclosed 
apparatus (for example, in a receive buffer). Also note that the 
memory circuit 23 can be implemented dynamically by the 
processor circuit 22, for example based on memory address 
assignment and partitioning executed by the processor circuit 
22. In addition, the processor circuit 22 can be implemented 
as a multi-processor System or based on a distributed server 
system. 
0048 FIGS. 4A and 4B illustrate an example method by 
any of the disclosed servers 18 of associating comments input 
by users with an event presented in an addressable media 
stream, according to an example embodiment. The steps 
described in FIGS. 4A and 4B can be implemented as execut 
able code or encoded logic stored on a tangible computer 
readable storage medium (for example, floppy disk, hard 
disk, ROM, EEPROM, nonvolatile RAM, CD-ROM, etc.) 
that are completed based on execution of the code by a pro 
cessor, the steps described herein also can be implemented as 
executable logic that is encoded in one or more tangible 
media for execution (for example, programmable logic arrays 
or devices, field programmable gate arrays, programmable 
array logic, application specific integrated circuits, etc.). 
0049. As illustrated in FIG. 4A, the processor circuit 22 of 
the server 18 associates in step 100 a user comment input 
device (e.g., “D1) 14a with a given addressable media 
stream (“C1) 82, and stores the association between the user 
input device (“D1) 14a and the addressable media stream 
(“C1) 82 for subsequent retrieval as the user inputs com 
ments 80. The manner in which the association is executed in 
step 100 can depend on the implementation of the user com 
ment input device 14 relative to the server 18. For example, if 
as illustrated in FIG. 2A or FIG. 2B the user comment input 
device either plays the addressable media stream 82 (for 
example the personal computer 14b) or controls selection of 
the addressable media stream 82 (for example the remote 
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control 14a), the processor circuit 22 can inherently associate 
the user comment input device with the addressable media 
stream 82 that is being presented. For example, the processor 
circuit 22 in the set-top box 18a can inherently associate the 
device 14a with the addressable media stream "C1' 82 
because the set-top box 18a currently is presenting the 
addressable media stream "C1' 82 to the display 15; in the 
example of the user computer 14b, if the user computer 14b is 
receiving the addressable media stream 82 via an IP-based 
connection via the network 12, processor circuit 22 in the 
server 18b that receives the comment 80c can determine that 
the user device 14b is currently receiving the addressable 
media stream “C1 82. 
0050 Referring to FIG. 1, if the server 18 is implemented 
within the access network 12, the processor circuit 22 within 
the server 18 also can associate a user comment device (e.g., 
14b) with the addressable media stream (“C1') 82 based on 
detecting that the user comment input device 14b is in proX 
imity with the media player device (for example, the televi 
sion 15) that is receiving and presenting the addressable 
media stream (“C1) 82 to the user 16. In other words, the 
processor circuit 22 within the server 18 can detect that the 
user 16 is viewing the addressable media stream 82 via a user 
device 15 that is distinct from the user comment input device 
14b. Depending on implementation, the server 18 can identify 
the proximity between the user comment input device 14b 
and the media player device 15 based on various attributes, 
for example if both user devices 14b and 15 are within the 
same IP address prefix (assigned to a single household or 
apartment), the same physical location, or the same radio 
frequency space. 
0051. The server 18 also can associate the user comment 
input device, for example the cellphone 14d of FIGS. 1 or 2B, 
based on the user 16 executing an explicit registration of the 
user comment input device 14d independent of any media 
player device. The explicit registration between the user 16 
and the comment server 18 can be particularly effective in 
enabling the user to comment on live events, for example 
sports events that the user is witnessing in person. In this 
example, the processor circuit 22 can identify the addressable 
media stream corresponding to the broadcast of the live event 
that is being witnessed by the user 16, for example based on 
accessing a directory server that identifies the addressable 
media streams for respective broadcast events. 
0052. If in step 102 the processor circuit 22 detects a 
second addressable media stream (e.g., “C2) 82 is being 
supplied to another user device 14d that is within the detected 
proximity between the user's other registered devices 14b and 
15, the processor circuit 22 within the server 18 can send in 
step 104 a query to the user requesting that the user manually 
associate the user comment input device relative to either the 
first addressable media stream (“C1') or the second addres 
sable media stream (“C2). The processor circuit 22 within 
the server 18 can then associate in step 106 the user comment 
input device 14b to the selected addressable media stream 
(e.g., “C1') in response to the reply to the query received from 
the user 16. 

0053. After the user input device 14 has been associated 
with the addressable media stream (e.g., “C1), the associa 
tion circuit 56 within the processor circuit 22 of the server 18 
can begin associating comments 80 input by the user 16 to 
identifiable positions 84 of the addressable media stream 82. 
As apparent from the foregoing, the steps of FIG. 4A can be 
repeated for each user comment input device. 
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0054 Referring to FIG. 4B, assume the user 16a inputs in 
step 108 a comment into his or her user comment input device 
14a of FIG. 2A in response to an event “E1’ 85 observed by 
the user 16a. The comment circuit 44 of the user comment 
input device 14a records the comment 80 and outputs the 
comment via the corresponding device interface 20': if the 
user comment input device is not directly linked with the 
server 18, the user comment input device 14 can be config 
ured to generate a timestamp value indicating the time that the 
user entered the comment, and generate and output a com 
ment message specifying an identifier identifying the user, 
the comment 80, and the timestamp value. 
0055. The device interface circuit 20 of the server 18 col 
lects in step 110 the comment 80, and identifies the user and 
the time that the user generated the comment 80: if no times 
tamp is included, for example if the user comment input 
device is a local device, the association circuit 56 can log the 
time that the comment is received. If the user comment input 
device is a local device, the association circuit 56 also can 
identify the user for example using a device identifier of the 
user comment input device, or based on the user having 
previously supplied a unique registration key sequence. As 
described previously, if the user comment input device 14 is 
not local to the server, then the user comment input device 14 
typically will output a comment message including a user 
identifier, a timestamp value, and the comment 80. The asso 
ciation circuit 56 also can forward the comment 80 to a speech 
to text translation resource if the comment is implemented as 
an audible comment. 

0056. The association circuit 56 identifies in step 112 the 
association between the user comment input device 14 and 
the chosen addressable media stream based on retrieving the 
association for the user comment input device 14 as described 
above with respect to FIG. 4A, and determines in step 112 the 
position (e.g., 84a) in the addressable media stream 82 that 
coincides with the time instance 86a that the user 16a input 
the comment 80a. As illustrated in FIG. 3, the association 
circuit 56 can determine that the comment 80a was input by 
the identified user 16a at the time instance 86a coinciding 
with the position (“0:14:45') 84a of the addressable media 
stream "C1' 82. Hence, the association circuit 56 within the 
processor circuit 22 of the server 18 creates the association in 
step 114 between the comment 80a and the position 84a in the 
addressable media stream 82. The association circuit 56 
within the server 18 generates in step 116 the media comment 
message 90, illustrated in FIG. 5. 
0057. As illustrated in FIG. 5, the media comment mes 
sage 90 generated by the association circuit 56 specifies a 
destination field 92 that specifies the destination of the media 
comment message 90, a source field 94 specifying the server 
18 that generated the media comment message 90, a content 
identifier 134 identifying the addressable media stream “C1 
82, a position identifier that identifies the position 84a of the 
identified addressable media stream'C1' 82 for the identified 
comment 80a. The media comment message 90 also identi 
fies the user 16a, and can include the text 96 of the comment 
80a, for example utilizing speech to text translation or pre 
scribed text messages generated in response to the user press 
ing 'shortcut keys. The media comment message 90 also can 
include an option field 97 identifying whether a user-gener 
ated media file 98 is attached, for example an audio file for an 
audio-based comment, an image file for an image-based pic 
ture comment (e.g., a graphical image of a Smiley face or an 
angry face or a user-personalized image), or a video file for a 
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video-based comment. The source field 94 and the destination 
field 92 also can be added to the media comment message 90 
by the device interface circuit 20 or 20' according to the 
protocol used to send the media comment message 90 (e.g., 
TCP/IP). 
0058 As illustrated in FIG. 4B, the association circuit 56 
also can be configured for executing in step 118 an affinity 
calculation that interprets in step 120 whether the comment 
80a is favorable, unfavorable, or neutral toward the event 
“E1' at the identified timecode 84a. The association circuit 
56 can add in step 120 the affinity value 99 to the media 
comment message 90, plus any desired metadata related to 
the event, as desired. Note that is not necessary for the actual 
event 85 to be interpreted. 
0059. In response to the association circuit 56 of the pro 
cessor circuit 22 in the server 18 generating the media com 
ment message 90, the device interface circuit 20 in step 122 
can output the message 90 to prescribed destinations, as 
appropriate. For example, the device interface circuit 20 can 
output in step 122 the 92 media comment message 90 to a 
media database server, illustrated for example as the media 
server 30 of FIGS. 1 or 2A, with instructions to concurrently 
present the comment 80a with the addressable media stream 
“C1' 82 at the specified time code 84a. As illustrated in FIG. 
6, the accumulation of multiple comments 80a, 80b, and 80c 
relative to the position 84a enables the media server 30 to 
present the addressable media stream"C1'82 in combination 
with the comments 80a, 80b, and 80c that are presented 
concurrently with the event “E1’ 85 at the position 84a, 
resulting in a richer multimedia presentation 130. As 
described previously, the comments 80a, 80b, and 80c may 
have been generated by users witnessing a live performance 
of the event 85, such that the multimedia presentation 130 can 
be presented to other users during broadcasting of the live 
event; alternately, the messages 90 associated with the respec 
tive comments 80 can be stored in the item database 26 of 
FIG. 1, enabling the media server 30 to retrieve the comments 
80 as needed during Subsequent presentations of the addres 
sable media stream 82. Note that if a comment (e.g., 80c) is 
implemented as a video comment, the video comment can be 
presented concurrently with the event 85, for example in a 
separate display window of the multimedia presentation 130, 
within a picture-in-picture window, etc. 
0060. The device interface circuit 20 also can send in step 
124 the message94 the corresponding comment 80 to the user 
database 24 and/or the item database 124 for storage of the 
comment 80 as a socially relevant gesture toward the event 85 
occurring at the corresponding position 84a of the address 
able media stream 82. As described previously, the accumu 
lation of socially relevant gestures can be used to identify user 
preferences and potential recommendations for the user for 
network content that can be determined as most appropriate 
for the user. 

0061 The device interface circuit 20 also can send in step 
126 the media comment message 90 containing the comment 
80 to a prescribed destination user device according to a 
prescribed messaging protocol, for example short message 
service, a Social network website, an instant messaging client, 
etc., enabling a destination user that is also viewing the same 
addressable media stream 82 to consume the comment 80 
coincident with the presentation of the corresponding event 
85 at the corresponding position 84a. As apparent from the 
foregoing, the steps of FIG. 4B can be repeated for each 
comment 80 input by a user. 
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0062 According to the example embodiments, comments 
entered by a user via any user comment input device can 
automatically be associated not only with a particular addres 
sable media stream that is being consumed by the user, but the 
comment also can automatically be associated with an iden 
tified position within the addressable media stream that is 
coincident with the time that the user generated the comment 
relative to an event presented in the addressable media 
stream. Hence, the context of the comments relative to the 
event presented within the addressable media stream is pre 
served, enabling the comment to be concurrently presented 
with future presentations of the addressable media stream, 
applying the comment as a Socially relevant gesture identify 
ing an affinity toward the event within the addressable media 
stream, or presenting the comment to other users at the time 
the event appears to the other users consuming the address 
able media stream. 
0063. While the example embodiments in the present dis 
closure have been described in connection with what is pres 
ently considered to be the best mode for carrying out the 
Subject matter specified in the appended claims, it is to be 
understood that the example embodiments are only illustra 
tive, and are not to restrict the subject matter specified in the 
appended claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method comprising: 
collecting, by a server from a user device, a comment input 
by a user into the user device, the collecting including 
identifying the user and a time that the user generated the 
comment, 

associating, by the server, the comment input by the user 
with an identifiable addressable media stream and at an 
identified position within the addressable media stream 
that is coincident with the time that the user generated 
the comment relative to an event presented in the addres 
Sable media stream; and 

generating and outputting by the server a media comment 
message that identifies the user, the comment generated 
by the user, the addressable media stream and the iden 
tified position within the addressable media stream coin 
ciding with the time that the user generated the com 
ment. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the associating includes: 
registering the user, via the user device, as witnessing a live 

event; and 
identifying the addressable media stream as a broadcast of 

the live event; 
the identifying the time that the user generated the com 

ment based on detecting a timestamp value Supplied 
with the comment from the user device and identifying 
the time that the user generated the comment. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the associating includes 
detecting that the user is viewing the addressable media 
stream via a second user device distinct from the user device. 

4. The method of claim3, wherein the associating includes 
associating the user device as a comment input device for the 
addressable media stream Supplied to the second user device, 
based on the server identifying a determined proximity 
between the user device and the second user device as the 
addressable media stream is Supplied to the second user 
device. 

5. The method of claim 4, further comprising the server 
detecting a second addressable media stream Supplied to a 
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third user device within the determined proximity between 
the user device and the second user device, the associating 
further comprising: 

sending a query to the user for associating the user device 
as the comment input device for one of the addressable 
media stream or the second addressable media stream; 
and 

associating the user device with one of the second user 
device or the third user device, based on receiving a reply 
to the query from the user that associates the comment 
input device to a corresponding one of the addressable 
media stream or the second addressable media stream. 

6. The method of claim 4, wherein the determined proxim 
ity is based on at least one of radio frequency (RF) proximity, 
network address prefix proximity, or determined geographic 
proximity. 

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising the server 
causing the comment to be presented concurrently with the 
addressable media stream at the identified position, for con 
Sumption of the comment at the identified position by a sec 
ond user viewing the addressable media stream. 

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the generating includes: 
determining an affinity by the user toward the event based 

on interpreting the comment relative to the event; and 
inserting within the media comment message an item affin 

ity value that quantifies the affinity by the user toward at 
least one attribute of the event. 

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the comment is a media 
file, the generating including at least one of Supplying the 
comment in a form of the media file, or Supplying the com 
ment in the form of text translated from the media file. 

10. The method of claim 1,further comprising: 
collecting, by the server from a second user device, a sec 
ond comment input by a second user into the second user 
device, the collecting of the second comment including 
identifying the second user and the time that the second 
user generated the second comment; 

associating by the server the second comment with the 
identifiable addressable media stream and at a second 
identified position within the addressable media stream 
coincident with the time the second user generated the 
second comment; and 

generating and outputting by the server a second media 
comment message that identifies the second user, the 
second comment, the addressable media stream and the 
second identified position, the first and second media 
comment messages output to a prescribed destination 
for collection of the respective first and second com 
ments relative to the addressable media stream. 

11. An apparatus comprising: 
a device interface circuit configured for collecting, from a 

user device, a comment input by a user into the user 
device; and 

a processor circuit configured for: 
identifying the user and a time that the user generated the 

comment, associating the comment input by the user 
with an identifiable addressable media stream and at an 
identified position within the addressable media stream 
that is coincident with the time that the user generated 
the comment relative to an event presented in the addres 
Sable media stream, and 

generating a media comment message that identifies the 
user, the comment generated by the user, the addressable 
media stream and the identified position within the 
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addressable media stream coinciding with the time that 
the user generated the comment; 

the device interface circuit configured for outputting the 
media comment message to a prescribed destination. 

12. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the processor cir 
cuit is configured for associating the comment with the event 
based on: 

registering the user, via the user device, as witnessing a live 
event; and 

identifying the addressable media stream as a broadcast of 
the live event; 

the processor circuit configured for identifying the time 
that the user generated the comment based on detecting 
a timestamp value Supplied with the comment from the 
user device and identifying the time that the user gener 
ated the comment. 

13. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the processor cir 
cuit is configured for associating the comment with the event 
based on detecting that the user is viewing the addressable 
media stream via a second user device distinct from the user 
device. 

14. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the processor cir 
cuit is configured for associating the user device as a com 
ment input device for the addressable media stream Supplied 
to the second user device, based on identifying a determined 
proximity between the user device and the second user device 
as the addressable media stream is Supplied to the second user 
device. 

15. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the processor cir 
cuit is configured for: 

detecting a second addressable media stream Supplied to a 
third user device within the determined proximity 
between the user device and the second user device; 

sending a query to the user for associating the user device 
as the comment input device for one of the addressable 
media stream or the second addressable media stream; 
and 

associating the user device with one of the second user 
device or the third user device, based on receiving a reply 
to the query from the user that associates the comment 
input device to a corresponding one of the addressable 
media stream or the second addressable media stream. 

16. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the determined 
proximity is based on at least one of radio frequency (RF) 
proximity, network address prefix proximity, or determined 
geographic proximity. 

17. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the processor cir 
cuit is configured for causing the comment to be presented 
concurrently with the addressable media stream at the iden 
tified position, for consumption of the comment at the iden 
tified position by a second user viewing the addressable 
media stream. 

18. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the processor cir 
cuit is configured for determining an affinity by the user 
toward the event based on interpreting the comment relative 
to the event, and inserting within the media comment message 
an item affinity value that quantifies the affinity by the user 
toward at least one attribute of the event. 

19. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the comment is a 
media file, the processor circuit configured for Supplying the 
comment in the media comment message in a form of at least 
one of the media file, or text translated from the media file. 
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20. The apparatus of claim 19, wherein: 
the device interface circuit further is configured for collect 

ing, from a second user device, a second comment input 
by a second user into the second user device; 

the processor circuit further configured for identifying the 
second user and the time that the second user generated 
the second comment, the processor circuit further con 
figured for associating the second comment with the 
identifiable addressable media stream and at a second 
identified position within the addressable media stream 
coincident with the time the second user generated the 
second comment, and generating a second media com 
ment message that identifies the second user, the second 
comment, the addressable media stream and the second 
identified position, the first and second media comment 
messages output to a prescribed destination for collec 
tion of the respective first and second comments relative 
to the addressable media stream. 

21. Logic encoded in one or more tangible media for execu 
tion and when executed operable for: 

collecting, from a user device, a comment input by a user 
into the user device, the collecting including identifying 
the user and a time that the user generated the comment; 

associating the comment input by the user with an identi 
fiable addressable media stream and at an identified 
position within the addressable media stream that is 
coincident with the time that the user generated the 
comment relative to an event presented in the address 
able media stream; and 

generating and outputting a media comment message that 
identifies the user, the comment generated by the user, 
the addressable media stream and the identified position 
within the addressable media stream coinciding with the 
time that the user generated the comment. 

22. An apparatus comprising: 
means for collecting, from a user device, a comment input 
by a user into the user device; and 

means for identifying the user and a time that the user 
generated the comment, the means for identifying fur 
ther configured for associating the comment input by the 
user with an identifiable addressable media stream and 
at an identified position within the addressable media 
stream that is coincident with the time that the user 
generated the comment relative to an event presented in 
the addressable media stream; 

the means for identifying further configured for generating 
a media comment message that identifies the user, the 
comment generated by the user, the addressable media 
stream and the identified position within the addressable 
media stream coinciding with the time that the user 
generated the comment; 

the means for collecting further configured for outputting 
the media comment message to a prescribed destination. 

23. An apparatus comprising: 
a media controller circuit configured for causing an addres 

sable media stream to be presented to a user of the 
apparatus from a media Source that is distinct from the 
apparatus; 

a comment input key responsive to input pressure by the 
user, 

a comment circuit configured for identifying the user and 
recording a comment input by the user in response to 
detecting the input pressure of the comment input key by 
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the user, the comment circuit configured for generating 
a comment message identifying the user and containing 
the comment; and 

a device interface circuit configured for outputting the 
comment message to a prescribed destination that asso 
ciates the comment with an event presented in the 
addressable media stream and that is coincident with a 
time that the user input the comment. 

24. The apparatus of claim 23, wherein: 
the device interface circuit is configured for retrieving the 

addressable media stream from a tangible storage 
medium accessible by the apparatus and that stores the 
media Source; 

the apparatus further comprising a media player circuit 
configured for presenting the addressable media stream 
to the user based on controls from the media controller 
circuit. 

25. The apparatus of claim 23, further comprising an asso 
ciation circuit configured for implementing said prescribed 
destination that associates the comment with an event pre 
sented in the addressable media stream and that is coincident 
with a time that the user input the comment, the association 
circuit further configured for generating and outputting a 
media comment message that identifies the user, the comment 
generated by the user, the addressable media stream and an 
identified position within the addressable media stream coin 
ciding with the event and the time that the user input the 
COmment. 

26. The apparatus of claim 25, wherein: 
the device interface circuit is configured for collecting, 

from a user device distinct from the apparatus, a second 
comment input by a second user into a user device; 

the association circuit is configured for identifying the 
second user and the time that the second user generated 
the second comment, the association circuit further con 
figured for associating the second comment with the 
identifiable addressable media stream and at a second 
identified position within the addressable media stream 
coincident with the time a second user generated the 
second comment, and generating a second media com 
ment message that identifies the second user, the second 
comment, the addressable media stream and the second 
identified position, the media comment message and the 
second media comment message output to a prescribed 
destination for collection of the respective first and sec 
ond comments relative to the addressable media stream. 

27. An apparatus comprising: 
means for causing an addressable media stream to be pre 

sented to a user of the apparatus from a media source that 
is distinct from the apparatus; 

a comment input key responsive to input pressure by the 
user, 

means for identifying the user and a comment input by the 
user in response to detecting the input pressure of the 
comment input key by the user, and generating a com 
ment message identifying the user and containing the 
comment, and 

means for outputting the comment message to a prescribed 
destination that associates the comment with an event 
presented in the addressable media stream and that is 
coincident with a time that the user input the comment. 
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