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To ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
Beit known that I, HENRY HUNGERFORD, of the city of New York, in the county of New York, and State 

of New York, have invented a new and improved Carpet-Stretcher; and I do hereby declare that the following 
is a full, clear, and exact description thereof, and of its mode or manner of operation, reference being had to 
thé accompanying drawings, and to the letters of reference marked thereon, and making a part of this specifi 
cation. . . 

My invention consists in the production of a caipet-stretcher Which is greatly simplified in construction 
as compared with those heretofore used, and which can be operated also much more easily, and is alike conven 
ient for use both in large and small rooms. 

Figure 1 shows this improved carpet-stretcher in position ready for use. 
Figure 2 shows it folded together. . 
Tigure 3 shows it packed suitably for transportation. 
My improved carpet-stretcher is composed of or consists of tYo.arms or legs, A and B, Which Connect 

together at one end, like a pair of dividers, by a hingejoint, li, so contrived that the other ends of Such legs can 
open or spread horizontaly or sideways from each other, as shown in fig.1, as far as desired or found neces 
sary. The lower ends of these legs are. armed on their under sides with sharp points or Spurs a and b, 
which pass through the carpet and into the floor, and thus furnish the points of resistance against Which the 
movable arm or lever C, whichis used to stretch the carpet, acts. This leve: O connects, aboutora little below 
its centre, with the jointed ends of the legs A and B, or with a central piece or block, E, in which such legs 
have their joints, by a hingejoint, e, so arranged that Such lever can have free motion up and down, or in a 
direction opposite to that in which the legs A and B move. To the lower end of Such lever Cis firmly and 
rigidly fixed a serrated ortoothed spade or stirrup, D, which takes into the carpet more orless, at the Will of 
the operator, and by which the carpetis pushed forward and stretched, as the upperend of such leveris pressed 
downvard and forward by him. The long arm of this leveris such asto require the application of but moderate 
power, such as even females can easily exert, to suficiently stretch anycarpet, and the arrangement of such 
lever is also such that the power is applied at the best advantage. To retain the stretching-lever in any posi. 
tion to which it may be pressed and moved, and thus keep the carpet stretched while it is being nailed, a small 
chain, E, attached to such lever, drops over a-hook or projection, d, on the central block E, and prevents that 
lever rising and its Iower end sliding back. This device or contrivance for holding or fastening such lever is 
aiso such as to be nearly, if not vholly, self-acting, and requires but the slightest atention to manipulate it. 
In tacking down at first a carpet at one side of a room, if any stretching is necessary, the legs are brought 
together, and the lever then acts in the same line of direction with them; and when a carpet isto be stretched 
near the side of any room where the legs cannot conveniently be spread they canalso be brought together and 
the carpet strained and tacked and the stretcher moved, and the carpet be again strained and tacked as oftem 
as required. Generally, however, in using this stretcher the legs are spread from each other at their lower 
ends about the distance of a breadth of carpeting, or suficiently far so as not to interfere with or hinder the 
action of the stretching-lever C, which exerts its greatest power of tension about midway between the legs or 
the points a and & Which make the points of resistance against Whichthe lever Cacts to stretch the carpet. As 
such points of resistance can, by the construction and arrangement of the legs A and B, bethrown each side 
of and away from and beyond the line of greatest strain or tension, they can be taken or placed on any part 
of the floor instead of against the side of the room, as heretofore has been necessary, and the stretcher can 
thus be made very short-short enough for the smallest ordinary rooms, out yet long. enough for the, longest: 
This improved carpet-stretcher consists, in fact, of but four pieces, the two legs A and Band the stretching: 
lever C, with the small central block E, to and on Which the legs and lever hinge and nove. Such central block 
E and the joints of the legs A and B, and of the lever C, vili generally be made of maleable iron or other 
metal, and the legs and stretching-lever will be of Wood. The legs are generally about three feet long and 
the lever abouta foot longer. The stretcher is thus strong, and at the same time light and convenient to handle 
and operate. For convenience of transportation the hingé orjoint e is made easily detachable, so as to readily 
permit the several parts to be placed and bound together, as shown in fig. 3. A firm and rigid toothed foot to 
take hold of and by which the carpet is stretchedor pushed forward, isalso secured instead of a hinged or 
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flexible foot. This latteris objectionable, as it is dificult always to make such a foot always properly take hold 
of the carpet, and such a foot, to be efective, requires diferent surfaces or teeth of diferent lengths for carpets 
of diferent thicknesses. . • . 

What I claim as my invention, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is 
1. A carpet-stretcher, so constructed and arranged that its fixed points, or points of resistance, against 

which the straining-leveracts, can be placedeach sideofor away from and beyond the line of direction of strain 
sortension of such straining-lever, for the purposes set forth. - • • 

2. The combination and arrangement of the lever C, legs A and B, and central or supporting-block E, 
operating severally and together, substantially as and for the purposes set forth. . 

3. In combination with the supporting-legs A B, ortheir equivalent, the arrangement of the straining-lever 
C, with its fastening F, and operating substantially asset forth. . V 

HENRY HUNGERFORD. 
Witnesses: 

S. D. LAw, 
W. R. Rona LDS. 

  


