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In the commercial manufacture of shoes, 

the linings of the shoes are frequently soiled 
and discolored by the hands of the operators 
and the machinery, tools and materials em 5 ployed. 
The objects of this invention are to pro 

vide inexpensive, practical means for clean 
ing the shoe linings. 
These and other desirable objects are at 

10 tained by the novel form of cleaner described 
in the following specification and illustrated 
in the accompanying drawing forming part 
of the specification: 

Figure 1 in the drawing is a perspective 
15 view illustrating the method of using the 

cleaner to scour out the inside of a shoe. 
Figure 2 is a plan and broken sectional 

view of the cleaner. 
Figure 2a is a broken detail of one end por 

20 tion of the cleaner, turned at right angles 
from the position illustrated in Figure 2. 

Figure 3 is a plan view of the rubber sheet 
which is rolled to form the cleaner. ". . 

in the form of the invention illustrated, a 
25 sheet 5 of unvulcanized or virgin crepe rub 

beris rolled upon a length of flexible reed 6. 
This reed, as indicated in Figure 2, does not 
extend the full length of the roll, thus leav 
ing resilient, flexible and more or less tap 

30 ered portions 7 at the ends of the intermedi 
ate body portion. This intermediate por 
tion, reinforced by the reed or stick, serves as 
a handle by which the device may be held and 
used after the manner indicated in Figure 1, 

35 to scour out the inside of the shoe. 
The rolling of the sheet material provides 

the external ridges 8, which serve as should 
to: aiding in the scrubbing and cleansing ac 
O. 

40 The tips of the cleaner may be flattened 
down after the manner indicated at 9 in Fig 
ure 2a, and these flattened tip portions may 
be cut of squarely at the E. at 10, and on 
inclines 11 at the p edges to form a 

45 series of angularly related facets adapted to 
reach up into the toe portions of the shoes. 
The sheet of unvulcanized rubber may be 

cut after the manner indicated in Figure 3; 
that is, in generally trapezoidal form, and be 

50 rolled on the reed starting with the base edge 

feing 

12 so that the convergent side edges 13 
will form the helical scrubbing edges or 
shoulders 8. 
The crepe rubber in the unvulcanized form 

is more or less sticky so that the overlaid con 
volutions will adhere and form a tight roll by 
simply rolling the sheet over the reed. A sep 
arate adhesive, however, may be employed if 
found desirable. The reed provides a form 
and reinforcement for the roll, giving it suffi 
cient strength and stiffness to operate up into 
the far toe portion of the shoe, and will itself 
yield sufficiently to prevent pressure being 
applied which might injure the material of 
the lining. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A cleaner for shoe linings, comprising a 

trapezoidal sheet of unvulcanized crepe rub 
ber rolled closely upon itself with external 
helical scrubbing shoulders provided by the 
convergent side edges of the sheet and a stif 

rod at the center of said roll. 
'leaner for shoe linings, comprising 

a trapezoidal sheet of unvulcanized creperub 
ber rolled closely upon itself with external 
helical scrubbing shoulders provided by the 
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convergent side edges of the sheet, the ends of 
said roll being flattened and the layers of rub 
ber at such ends being cut off to form angu 
larly related scrubbing facets. 

3. A cleaner for shoe linings, comprising 
a short stick and a sheet of unvulcanized vir 
gin crepe rubber having a portion of greater 
width than the length of said stick rolled 
tightly on said stick with the wider portions 
of the sheet projecting beyond the ends of the 
stick, thereby entirely enclosing the stick and 
providing freely flexible resilient portions 
projecting beyond the ends of the stick, the 
outer convolutions of the roll being of less 
width than said projecting portions and form 
ing helical scrubbing shoulders on the outside 
of the roll. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

HAROLD S. BUTTENHEIM. 
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