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This invention relates to lamp shades and 
lineans for supporting the same. 
One object of the present invention is to 

provide an attractive small lamp shade and 
means for supporting same particularly in 
use with relation to miniature lamps fre 
(tiently used in hotel and other dining rooms 
and at times in lobbies and halls of large es 
tablishments and homes. 

Another object of the invention resides in 
the provision of a combined electric lamp 
shade support and finishing ring whereby in 
a unitary device to provide both for an effec 
tive supporting of the shade and strengthen 
ing it and giving to it an ornamental edge. 
A still further object of the invention is to 

provide a lamp shade having a four point 
supporting engagement with the bulb of an 
electric light so as to support the shade firm 
ly in proper upright relation to the bulb. 
With these and other objects in view, the 

invention consists in the construction and 
novel combination and arrangement of parts 
hereinafter fully described, illustrated in the .ccompanying drawing and pointed out in 
the claims hereto appended, it being under 
stood that various changes in the form, pro 
portion and minor details of construction, 
within the scope of the claims, may be resort 
ed to without departing from the spirit or 
sacrificing any of the advantages of the in 
vention. - 

In the drawing:- . . 
Figure 1 is an elevation embodying the 

present invention. - Fig. 2 is a view partly in elevation, and tion there with. 
partly in section, illustrating the shade 
mounted on an electric light bulb. 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged detail view of the 
coynbined shade strengthening and ornament 
ing ring and the supporting means prior to 
attachment to the shade. 

Fig. 4 is an inverted plan view of the in 
vention unattached to a lamp. Fig. 5 is an enlarged detail fragmentary 
sectional view through the edging ring and 
One of its sockets for the reception of a leg 
or alm of one of the flexible supporting de 
WICeS. 

Referring now more particularly to the ac 

collpanying drawing, the reference character 
| illustrates a miniature or other type of elec 
tric lamp which may be of any suitable ma 
terial and shape and having the conventional 
type of electric light bulb2, having a semi spherical lower portion and a substantially 
conical upper portion. 
A lamp shade is illustrated at 3 and it may be of any suitable material such as stiff or 

flexible paper treated and ornamented as 
may be desired and, as shown, it is preferably 
of frusto-conical formation. A ring 4 of channel shape in cross section 
is fitted over the minor end of the frusto 
conical shade to stiffen and to finish the an 
nular minor end of the shade. This ring 4 
is preferably composed of relatively thin 
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sheet metal and it may be readily tightly 
clamped on the minor end of the shade or 
otherwise firmly secured thereon. To clamp 
the edge of the minor end of the shade in 
he groove of the channel shaped ring 4 the 

sides of the ring may be compressed entirely 
arolind the ring by pressure on either or both 
sides or the connection may be effected other 
Wise as by a spaced pinching action on the 
sides of the jing. If desired, the minor end 
of the shade may be inserted between the 
Walls of the ring 4 and by pressure exerted 
in any suitable manner against the outer sur 
face of the inner wall expand the latter wall 
whereby the minor end of the shade may be 
clamped or loosely seated in the groove of 
the ring and held therein against disconnec 
The ring is preferably formed by cutting 

or otherwise manipulating a relatively thin 
blank of sheet metal and as the blank for the 
ring is cut out provision is also made to cut 
out lugs 5 which may be rolled or otherwise 
worked into tubular form to provide spaced 
pairs of sockets 6 and 7. 
A pair of supporting members are shown 

at A and B. Each supporting member in 
cludes a pair of spaced yieldable legs 8, 
the free ends of which are secured in the re 
spective pairs of sockets 6 and 7 and held 
therein by virtue of a tight fit in the sockets 
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or by a pinching action on the sockets as 
should be well understood. - 
The outer ends of the respective pairs of 

legs S are connected by a yieldable loop form 
of bight, 9 which loops are adapted to snap 
over and embrace opposite sides of the bulb 2. 
as shown particularly in Fig.2 and by reason 
of the bight portion 9 engaging the under 
side of the bulb they exert a constant down 
Ward pull on the supporting legs 8 to hold 
the lower ends a of the legs firmly on the 
upper portion of the bulb and cause the lower 
ends of the legs S at a to engage the upper' 
portion of the bulb 2, thereby holding the 
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shade perpendicular and centrally with rela 
tion to the buib. The supporting legs 8 
which are substantially straight, are connect 
ed at their upper ends to the ring substan 
tially equidistantly around the same at wide 
ly spaced points to provide a four point con 
tact with the conical upper portion of the 
light bulb above the bulge thereof, and the 
curved lower portions 9 of the supporting 
members are adapted to snap over the bulb 
into engagement with the lower portion 
thereof. - 

From the foregoing when read in connec 
tion with the accompanying drawing, it will 
be seen that I provide a simple, inexpensive, 
durable and effective means including flex. 
ible legs for a four point slipport for the 
lan) shade and that said means includes a 
reinforcing ring for the edge of the upper 
open end of the shade which in addition to 
reinforcing the top of the shade gives an 
ornamental effect to the top edge of the 
silade. 

It will also be seen that by virtue of the 
sun porting legs being secured in the sock 
ets projecting inwardly from the inner wall 
of the channel ring 4 that I provide a simple 
initary device for the burposes herein de 
scribed and which provides for a highly sat 
isfactory use of small or miniature lamps for 
display, lighting or other purposes. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A combined electric lamp shade support 

and a finishing and strengthening ring of 
channel shape embracing the upper edge of 
the shade and secured thereto and having in 
wardly directed tubular elements forming 
Sockets, and flexible supporting loop shaped 
members secured in said sockets and con 
structed and arranged to have embracing 
engagement with opposite sides of an electric 
light bulb to support the shade effectively 
on the bulb. 

2. A combined electric lamp shade sup port and a finishing and strengthening ring 
of channel shape embracing the upper edge 
of the shade and secured thereto and having 
inwardly directed tubular shaped elements 
forming pliable sockets, and a pair of sub 
stantially U-shaped members, each including 
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arms secured in the respective sockets and 
having the bight portion thereof formed into 
loop shape to embrace the bulb to thereby 
support the shade effectively on the bulb. 

3. As a new article of manufacture, a sup 
porting means for shades of electric lamps 
comprising an annular channel shaped ring 
having integral, projecting, pliable, tubular 
sockets extending from the inner wall of the 
channel shaped ring, and supporting mem 
bers secured in said sockets. 

4. As a new article of manufacture, a sup 
porting means for shades of electric lamps 
comprising an annular channel shaped ring 
having integral, projecting, pliable, tubular 
sockets extending from the inner Wall of the 
channel shaped ring, and supporting melil 
bel's secured in said sockets, said supporting 
members being substantially U-shape. 

5. As a new article of manufacture, a sup 
porting means for shades of electric lamps 
comprising an annular channel shaped ring 
having integral, projecting, pliable, tubular 
sockets extending from the inner wall of 
the channel shaped ring, and supporting 
members secured in said sockets, said Sup 
porting members being substantially U 
shape with the bight portions thereof having 
loop formation to embrace an electric light 
bulb. ... • 

6. As a new article of manufacture, a sup 
porting means for shades of electric lamps 
comprising an annular channel shaped ring 
having pairs of sockets, and a pair of flexible 

. substantially U-shaped supporting members 
having the free ends secured in the respec 
tive pairs of sockets and their outer ends 
formed into loops to embrace an electric light bulb. 

7. As a new article of manufacture, a de 
vice for supporting shades of electric lamps 
on an electric lightbulb having a semi-spheri 
cal lower portion and a substantially conical 
upper portion, comprising an annular chan 
nel shaped ring, and a pair of Supporting 
members each composed of substantially 
straight upper portions, the straight upper 
portions of the supporting members being 
connected at their upper ends to the ring sub 
stantially equi-distantly around the same 
at widely spaced points to provide a four 
point contact, with the conical portion of the 
light bulb above the bulge thereof, and a 
curved lower portion connecting the lower 
ends of the straight upper portions and 
adapted to snap over the bulb and en 
gage the underside thereof below the bulge 
of the bulb to exert a constant downward 
pull on the lower ends of the straight upper 
portions to hold the latter firmly on the coni 
cal upper portion of the bulb. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand, this 7th day of September, 1932. 

JOHN E. RICHMOND. 
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