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3 Claims.

‘This invention relates to improved boxes and
cartons such as are used for packaging and re-
tailing commodities and merchandise of the so-
called dry goods variety, and it has more specific

6 reference to a special packaging and dispensing
carton for breakfast foods, granular commod-
ities, condiments and the like. )

Briefly stated, the principal niovelty is predi-
cated on the use of a double-acting ‘or duplex

10 type of closing means which may be said to

embody a main outer closure and a supplemen—_

tary inner closure wherein the inner closure is
especially designed to protect the contents of
the carton after the primary or outer closure is
opened in the home.

I am aware of the fact that many different
kinds of dispensing cartons have been developed
and equipped with peculiar and distinctive clos-~
ing flaps. Notwithstanding this, I have discov-
ered the need for a new form of. closing means
which, to my mind, better fulfills the require-
ment of appurtenances and accessories of this
particular type.

In carrying the principles of the present in-
ventive conception into practice, I have evolved
and produced-a simple and economical arrange-
ment which is easy to use, feasible from a com-
mercial and manufacturing viewpoint, and
equally ‘successful and efficient from the con-
sumer’s viewpoint. -

Other features and advantages will become
more readily apparent from the followmg de-
scription and drawings.

In the drawings:—

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the
complete carton before the closure means is
opened for using the contents of the carton.
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Fig. 2 is a central longitudinal vertical sec-.

0 tional view employed principaily to illustrate the
=" relationship.of the superposed plies msking up
the top of the carton.

Fig. 3 is a horizontal section taken approxi-
mately on the plane of the line 3:—3 of Fig. 1
looking upwardly in the direction of the arrow.

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary and sectional and ele-
vational view showing the double or duplex clo-
sure arrangement.

Pig. 5 is a perspective view of the inner or
supplementary sealing closure or valve,

Attention is first invited to Pigs. 1 and 2,
wherein it will be seen that the carton is of
general rectangular form, the same being made
from cardboard or suitable material and includ-
ing 2 bottom 6, top 7, end walls 8 and 9, spaced
parallel duplicate main or side walls 10. The
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-with the side walls 10. -These cooperate with

- the inside or -secondary closure unit or valve 19.

Serial No. 655,509

blank from which the hox is formed is so made
that the top and bottom are composed of over-
lapping longitudinal flanges 11 and 12. These
are turned. in from the upper and lower longi-
tudinal edges of the side walls 10 and glued or 60
otherwise fastened together. Inward of the
flanges 11 and 12 it will be observed that the
lower end portions of the end walls 8 and 9 are
provided with inturned superimposed flaps 13
glued or otherwise fastened in place. The upper 65
end of the end wall 9 is also formed with a simi-
lar inturned reinforcing flap 13a. The corre-
sponding end portion of the end wall 8 is pro-
vided with a similar flap which is distinguished

by the numeral 14 due t{o the distinguishable 70
function which it here performs, it being glued
to the inner faces of the flanges 11 and 12 as
shown in Fig. 2,

. Particular attention is called to the numeral
15 in Fig. 1 which designates a pair of tongues
defined by the perforated or score line 16. This
tongue is of substantially semicircular config-
uration. The tongue 15 together with the in-
tegral flap 14 forms what I designate as the
primary or outer closure. Manifestly, however,
this is a “closure” oniy during the initial pack-
aging operation, since when it is purchased by
the consumer. it then really functions as an
“opener”. Consequently these features, as a
unit, may be described either as a closure or 88

75

“an opener whichever is preferred. In Fig. 1,

I call attention to the numerals 17 and 18
which designate score lines formed in the
flanges 11 and 12 at their points of juncture o0
the score lines 16 toc facilitate tearing and
swinging of the outer closure to the out-of-the-
way position shown in Fig. 4 in order to expose

As seen in Pig. 5 this comprises a substan-
tially rectangular leaf 20 which is attached at
its right-hand end to the under side of the
aforementioned flap 13a as shown in Fig. 2. It
is to be observed however, that this has posi-
tively no connection at its opposite or left-hand
end with the flap 14. In other words, it is free
of this flap 14.

‘Secured to the under side of the leaf by an
attaching tang 21 is the depending inside clos-
ing flap 22" which normally bears against the
inside of the upper portion of the end wall 8
in the manner shown to close the semieircular
notch which is left after the tongue 15 is forn
off. Hence, this unit 19 functions as a basic
closure or valve which comes into play when
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‘provision of the

2

the primary or outer closure is forn and swung
to the out-of-the-way position shown in Fig. 4.
Moreover by swinging the flap 22 to the position
shown in Fig. 4, the notch is uncovered to fa-
cilitate pouring of the contents of the box and
then' returned to the dotted line position there
shown to perform as a closure to maintain the
contents of the box in good condition.

In practice, a suitable instrument (not shown)
is used in cutling the opener tongue 15 and is
drawn along the score line in the direction of
the arrgw shown in Figure 1. 'Then the flanges
11 and 12 are cut along the lines 17 and 18 in
the direction of the arrows B. This permits
the tongue 15, its attaching flap 14, and the two
overlapping flanges 11 and 12 to be folded up
and back in the direction of the arrow A to
the position shown in Fig. 4 in order to expose
the inner safety valve unit'19. As before stated
this particular unit is employed independently
as an effective closure by the consumer so as
to protect the contenfs of the carton after the
fegtures 14 and 15 have been thus torn and
swung back.

Novelly is believed to reside in the prowsmn
of' & suitable carton having a pouring notch to-
gether with g fexible valve unit attached to the
interior and preferably to the top of the carton
to be utilized as a secondary and subsequent
closure for the box afier the notch is exposed
by tearing back the tongue 15. Such novelty

appears to be present irrespective of the con-

struction of the tongue 15 and its associated
details. .

Further novelty is believed to reside in the
double closure arrangement
wherein the features 14 and 15 serve as a closure
only during the packaging and sale period and
wherein these are torn and swung fto an out-
of-the-way position to bring into play the .sec-
ondery on internal closure which is thereafter
used until the contents of the carton 1s dis-
posed of.

It is thought thaet the description faken in
connection with the drawings will enable a clear
understanding of the invention to be hsd.
Therefore, a more lengthy description of the in-
vention is thought unnecessary.

While the preferred embodiment of the in-

vention has been shown and described, it is to

1,920,858

be understood that minor changes coming

‘within the field of invention claimed may be

resorted to if desired.

Having thus described by invention, what I
claim as new is;—

1. A dispensing and packagmg carton com-
prising a box-like container embodying a bot-
tom, top, end and side walls, the upper portions
of one of the end walls being formed with a
perforated line desigried to deflne a -pouring
notch, and an interpal closure unit attached to
the under side of said top and embodying a clos-
ing flap for said notch, said flap being usable
after the notch is formed by the consumer.

2. In a carton construction of the class.de-
scribed, a box-like container, the uppser portion
of one end wall thereof being formed with a
semicircular score line defining a pouring notch
and = box opening tongue, said tongue being
connected to the under side of the top, and pre-
determined portions of the fop being joined to
the side walls through the instrumentality of
score lines to permit the tongue to be torn
loose and swung back to an out-of-the-way po-
sition in conjunction with the adjacent portion
of the top-end, and supplementary valve means
secured to the inner side of the'top to cooperate
with said notch a,fter the tongue is torn and
swung back.

3. In a carton constructlon of the class de-
scribed, & box-like container, the upper portion
of one end wall thereof heing formed with a
semicircular score line defining a pouring notch
and an opening tongue, said tongue being con-
nected to the under side of the top, and prede-
termined portions of the top being joined to the
side walls through ithe instrumentality of score
lines to permit the tongue to be torn free and
swung back fto an out-of-the-way position in
conjunction with the adjacent portion of the
top-end, supplementary valve means secured
to the inner side of the top to cooperate with
said notch after the tongue is torn out, sald
means comprising an attaching leaf anchored
at one end to the under side of the top at a
point remote from the notch; the free end por-
tion thereof being formed with a depending
closing flap contacting the inner face of the
notched portion of the end wall.

JAMES WILLIAM CAMPBELL,
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