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To all whom it may concern; 
Beit known that I, WILLIAM. M. JENKINs, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State 

5 of Illinois, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Wall Board, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention pertains in general to wall 

boards adapted for use in building construc 
l0 tions, the present invention being of the gen 

eral character of and an improvement upon 
the wall boards disclosed in my prior ap 
plications, Serial No. S.A. October 
1, 1921, and No. 588,462, filed September 15, 

l6 1922, respectively. One of the primary pur 
poses of this invention is to provide a com 
position wall board having novel and im 
proved reenforced edges which will permit 
the driving of nails therethrough without . 

20 chipping or breaking the board and which 
will protect the edges of the board so that 
they will not become chipped or cracked in 
handling and transporting. - 
Another object of the invention is to 

25 strengthen the general structure of the board 
by providing a break joint connection be 
tween the composition body and the mar 
ginal reinforcing member or members so that 
any tendency to break or fracture along the 

30 juncture line between the composition body 
and the marginal reenforcing member is ob 
viated. . . . . 

Referring now to the drawings: 
E. 1 is a transverse sectional view of a 

wallboard embodying my invention; 
Figs. 2 to 4, inclusive, are similar frag 

mentary views of modified forms of the in 
vention. 

. Referring now to the drawings more in 
40 detail, reference character 5 indicates the 

: , , body of my improved board which is formed 
: ; of suitable composition usually comprising 
... as its principalingredient gypsum which is 

mixed with fibrous material and water and plastic 
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45 set-regulating material to form a 
mass commonly termed "stucco. - 

. . In the form of the invention shown in Fig. 1, the edges of this composition body 
are reenforced by members or elements em bracing the margins of the body and form 
ing beyond the edges of the body properly 
reenforced laminated edges through which 
nails may be driven without splitting the 
same and which serve as a protection to the 
edges of the body to prevent cracking and 
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chippin g of the same during the handling 
of the board. 
The reenforcing member illustrated in 

E. 1 is formed from a single sheet of suit 
able material such, for instance, as heavy 
paper or other fibrous material which is 
Ely scored at the proper places to 
acilitate its being bent and folded into the 
desired shape. As illustrated in Fig. 1 the 
sheet of reenforcing fibrous material is first 65 
folded upon itself at the joint 6 remote from 
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its edge so as to reach the projecting member 
, forming one element of one of the reen 
forcing legs, and is then, folded back and 
forth to form the intermediate accordion plaited portion 8 providing'alaminated mar 
gin for the board. The material is then ex 
tended inwardly for some distance beyond 
the inner end of the element 7 and then 
folded back upon itself to form the leg 9. 
The material is then folded up over the 
outer edge of the laminated portion as in 
dicated at 11 and inwardly 
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y-over the 
element to complete the leg 12. - . . . 

Suitable adhesive indicated generally by 80 
reference character 10 is interposed between 
the various folds of the member and while 
the same adhesive is indicated between the 
various adjacent surfaces of the reenforce 
ment, it should be understood that the com 
position of the body 5 may be forced under 
pressure into the spaces between the in 
wardly opening folds so that this material 
in itself may serve as the adhesive between 
these surfaces. 

It will be observed that the legs 9 and 12 
straddle the margin of the composition body 
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5 and form a dovetail joint therewith, and 
in this connection, the fact that one of the legs is longer than the other is of prime 
importance for the reason that this variation 
in length of the legs affords a break joint 
connection between the composition body and 
the reenforcing element which obviates any 
danger of the breaking of the board along 
the line of juncture between the composition 
and the reenforcing element. The body and 
the reenforcing element being united as de 
scribed, the board is finished by applyin 
covering sheets 13 and 14 preferably of 
paper, to the upper and ioterface re 
spectively of the board. . . . 
In the form of the invention illustrated in Fig.2 the strip of reenforcing material 

15 is folded upon itself to form the legs 16 110 
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and 17 and also the intermediate folds 18 
which in this instance are spaced apart per 
mitting the composition of the body 5 to 
flow in the center of the board outwardly 
to the vertical edge forming portion of the 
reenforcement by which the edge of the 
board is defined. 

In the board shown in Fig. 3 the reen 
forcing material is accordion plaited be 
tween its ends to form the laminated inter 
mediate portion 19 and the edges project 
inwardly therefrom to form the legs 21 and 
22 which, in this instance, are single in 
stead of double ply. 
of the reenforcement are not enclosed and 
therefore serve to define the edge of the 
board. This form of the invention is ob 
viously more economical to manufacture 
than the heavier and stronger form illus 
trated in Fig. 1. 
In the form of the invention illustrated 

in Fig. 4 the reenforcing material is folded 
upon itself to form the leg 23, and is then 
carried downwardly to provide the edge de 
fining portion 24, then inwardly and back 
upon itself to form leg 25, and is then ac 
cordion plaited to form the laminated in 
termediate portion 26. In this instance, 
similarly to the form shown in Fig. 2, the 
composition of the body itself extends 
throughout the thickness of the board out 
wardly to the edge defining portion 24 of 
the reenforcement. 
From the foregoing it will be manifest 

that I have provided a wall board having 
a laminated and reenforced margin which 
protects the edge of the board against chip 

40 
ping and breaking and also serves as a nail 
E. strip through which nails may be driven 
without injury to the board. Furthermore, 
the laminated margin is not only securely 
united to the composition of the body by 
a dovetail joint, but this joint, because of 
the variation in length between the two legs 
embracing the opposite edges of the board 

In this instance the 
outer edges of the accordion plaited portion 
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body, is of break joint constructon which 
obviates any danger of fracture or cleavage 
tion body and the marginal reenforcing 
element. 
and described may obviously be varied with 
in considerable limits within the scope of 
the invention as defined in the following 
claims. 
I claim: 

The structural details illustrated 

'along the juncture line between the composi 
50 
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1. A wall board comprising a composi 
tion body provided with a reenforced mar 
gin having a break joint connection with 
said body. 

2. A wall board comprising a composition 
body provided along an edge with a chan 
nel shaped reenforcement having a break 
joint connection with said body. 

3. A wall board comprising a composition 
body provided along an edge thereof with 
a reenforcement including spaced legs strad 
dling the edge of said body, one of said 
legs being longer than the other to provide 
a break joint connection with said body. 

4. A wallboard comprising a composition 
body provided along an edge with a reen 
forcing element shaped to-provide a lami 
nated intermediate portion, and spaced leg 
portions embracing the oppositesides of 
said body. s 

5. A wallboard comprising a composition 
body provided with a reenforcing element 
at one edge thereof, formed from a single 
piece of material folded so as to provide 
a channel shaped member comprising a pair 
of spaced legs, and an intermediate accor 
dion plaited portion. 

6. A wallboard comprising a composition 
body provided with a marginal reenforce 
ment formed from a single piece of reen 
forcing material folded to provide an inter 
mediate accordion plaited portion and in 
wardly projectin 
faces of said body, and covering material 
disposed over the faces of said board. 

WILLIAM M. J.ENKENS. 

egs embracing opposite 
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