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This invention relates to a toy railroad and 
more particularly to a supporting structure there 
for, and has for the primary object the provi 
sion of a device of this character which may 
be readily set up to permit use of the toy railroad 
without the usual practice of having to assemble 
the railroad by joining the track sections, mak 
ing electrical connections and arranging other 
parts which go to complete the railroad and 
which may be easily and quickly folded into a 
very compact device having an exterior appear 
ance of a chest, trunk, or some other similar de 
vice with all of the parts of the railroad confined 
therein and protected. 
With these and other objects in view, the in 

vention consists in certain other novel features 
of construction, combination and arrangement of 
parts to be hereinafter more fully described and 
claimed. 

20 For a complete understanding of my invention, 

O 

reference is to be had to the following description 
and accompanying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a top plan view illustrating a toy 
railroad constructed in accordance with my...in 

is vention and arranged to be used. 
Figure 2 is a side elevation illustrating the 

Se. 
Figure 3 is an end elevation illustrating the 

device. 
0 Figure 4 is an enlarged fragmentary top plan 

view showing the device. 
Figure 5 is a detail sectional view taken on the 

line - of Figure 4. ". 
Figure 6 is a detail sectional view taken on the 

line - of Figure 4. 
Figure 7 is a detail sectional view taken on 

the line - of Figure 4. 
Figure 8 is a detail sectional view taken on 

the line B-8 of Figure 4. 
d0 Figure 9 is a detail sectional view taken on the 

line 9-9 of Figure 4. 
Figure 10 is a fragmentary sectional view show. 

ing a pair of sections of the supporting structure 
in folded position with a joint closing member 
moved into a position to permit folding of the 
sections. 

Figure 11 is a view similar to Figure 10 showing 
the joint closing member acting as a support for 
One of the track sections. 

Figure 12 is an exploded perspective view 
showing the device in a partly folded position. 

Figure 13 is a perspective view illustrating the 
device in a completely folded position. 

Referring in detail to the drawings, the nu 
is meral indicates a platform on which is assem 
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(C. 238-10) 
bled a toy railroad track which may be either 
of the electrical type or of the mechanical type. 
The arrangement of the track 6 on the platform 
may be as shown in Figure 1 or may be rearranged 
to provide a different route or direction of travel 
for a toy train. The arrangement shown in Fig 
lure includes the conventional figure 8 having 
a crossover 7 and a series of switches indicated 
by the characters 8, 9 and to for connecting the 
figure 8 to an elongated loop arrangement of 
track with a siding indicated by the character 
A. The siding A may also be termed a terminal 
and has located at One end thereof a bumper 

to prevent the train from running off of the 
track. Also located at the siding A is a series 
of hook-shaped elements f2 which extend over 
the track, the purpose of which is to retain the 
cars On the track when the device is folded. The 
hook-shaped elements may be provided with a 
suitable covering 8 to prevent marring or dam 
aging of the cars, as clearly shown in Figure 5. 

If the track is of the electrified type the elec 
trical control therefor is indicated by the char 
acter 4 and is equipped with an extension cord 

which may be readily plugged into an electric 
output. The connection of the electrical control 
f4 to the track is of the well known character. 
The operator of the toy train stands at one 

side of the platform and the electrical control 
4 is arranged in convenient reach of the oper 
ator and the switch 8 has connected thereto an 
operating medium which terminates in close 
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proximity to the operator so that the actuation 
of the switch 8 can be easily carried out by the 
operator. Arranged at suitable places upon the 
platform are various types of structures, indicated 
by the character 7, some of which may repre 
sent station houses, electric signals, a tunnel, 
indicated by the character 8, through which 
the track extends, as clearly shown in Figure 1. 
The arrangement of the structures on the plat 
form can be in accordance with the wishes of 
the user. 
The hooks 2 employed for retaining the cars 

on the siding A are carried by a guard strip 9 
the ends of which are suitably fastened onto the 
platform 5, as shown at 20 which permits removal 
thereof from the platform when desired. 
The platform 5 is constructed from a plurality 

of sectional panels connected together by hinges 
2, the adjacent edges of the panels being beveled 
or cutaway to permit said panels to be swung in 
the direction of each other to fold the platform 
into a box-like structure, as clearly shown in 
Figures 12 and 13. Strips or members 22 are em- S6 
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ployed for filling the spaces between the adjacent 
edges of the panels when the platform is ex 
tended and are of substantially triangular shape 
in cross section. The members 22 have secured 
thereto movable sections 23 of the track while 
the other sections of the track are permanently 
secured on the panels. The hinges 2 and the 
bolts thereof may be used for electric connections 
between the sections of the track terminal wires 
being provided for connecting the track sections 
to the bolts of the hinges 2. Also electric sig 
nails may be wired to the bolts of the hinges 2. 

O 

5. 

Strap-type hinges 24 connect the members 22 
to the panels and also connected to the mem 
bers 22 are arcuately curved arms 25 which are 
pivotally connected to links 26. The links 26 
are pivotally connected to brackets 27 secured 
onto the panels. Through the use of the hinges 
24, arms 25 and links 26 the members 22 are 
caused to move away from the panels when said 
panels are moved in angularly related positions 
with respect to each other, as clearly shown in 
Figure 10. The members 22 when moved away 
from the panels carry therewith the movable 
sections 23 of the track 6. When the panels 
are returned to an operative or flat position as 
shown in Figure 1, the members 22 move into 
the spaces between the adjacent edges of the 
panels to form a continuous and substantially 
smooth surface to the top face of the platform 
with the movable sections 23 of the track placed 
in proper position with respect to the permanent 
sections of the track. 

Panels 28 are secured to certain panels of the 
platform and are arranged at right angles there 
to and when the platform is in an operative 
or extended position, the panels 28 are arranged 
vertically and have secured thereto castors 29. 
One of the panels 28 has mounted thereon a 
box-like structure 30 in which the locomotive 
and its tender may be placed when not in use. 
When the panels of the platform are moved 

into angularly related positions with respect to 
each other for the purpose of collapsing the 
platform into a box-like structure, as shown in 
Figures 12 and 13, the panels 28 coact with each 
other in forming the bottom of the folded de 
vice with the castors disposed outermost so 
that the device may be easily rolled over a floor 
from One place to another. Strips f are se 
cured to certain of the panels of the platform 
on which the panels 28 rest when the platform 
is collapsed into box-like form. A suitable fric 
tion catch is provided for retaining the panels 
folded. 
The panels of the platform are also provided 

with a series of strips 32 on which a cover 33 
may rest when the platform is in a folded po 
sition, the latter having brackets 34 to engage 
with set screws carried by one of the panels of 
the platform and tightened by wing nuts prior 
to closing the device. The cover 33 is held in 
position by friction type catches. 
Certain of the panels of the platform are pro 

vided with hasps 35 for retaining them in closed 
position when the platform is collapsed and the 
panels and platform are further provided with 
strap loops 36 through which straps 37 may ex 
tend. The straps 37 encircle the device when 
in a collapsed position. 
The platform 5 when in an extended or op 

erative position, as shown in Figures 1 and 2, may 
rest on a table or trestle 38 including pairs of 
crossed pivotally connected legs 39 equipped with 
collapsible braces 40. The legs and braces per 

mit collapsing of the trestle 88 when not in use. 
The platform when in operative position may 
be placed directly on the floor and rest on the 
strap loops to keep said platfornia even on the 
floor. 
From the foregoing description, taken in con 

nection with the accompanying drawings it will 
be seen that through the use of this invention a 
toy railroad may be readily set up for use with 
all of the various parts assuming proper opera 
tive position for the running of a train as the 
platform is moved into an unfolded position ob 
viating the necessity of assembling track sections 
and other parts that go to make up the rail 
road system. Further, it will be noted that the 
device may be readily folded into a very con 
pact device without detaching or separating any 
of the track sections or other parts which go 
to make up the railroad system and may be con 
veniently moved from one place to another and 
stored in a comparatively small space. 

It is believed that the simplicity and advan 
tages of this invention will be apparent to those 
skilled in the art to which such a device relates, 
and while I have herein set forth a satisfactory 
embodiment of my invention, it is to be under 
stood that certain changes therefrom as fairly 
fall within the scope of my claims may be re 
sorted to when desired. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim is: 
1. In a device of the class described, a box-like 

structure including a plurality of panels, hinges 
connecting said panels to permit the latter to be 
positioned to form a platform, said panels having 8. 
adjacent edges beveled to permit said panels to 
swing in the direction of each other to form the 
box-like structure, a plurality of strips hingedly 
connected to said panels adjacent said beveled 
edges and adapted to close the spaces between the 
adjacent edges of the panels when the latter are 
extended to form the platform, a toy railroad in 
cluding cars, locomotive, structures and sectional 
tracks, certain sections of the tracks being se 
cured on said panels and the other sections of the 
tracks being secured on said strips, said sections 
of the track adapted to assume a position within 
the box-like structure when the panels are folded 
to form the box-like structure. 

2. In a device of the class described comprising so 
a platform, a collapsible means for supporting 
said platform, said platform including a plurality 
of panels having the adjacent edges thereof 
beveled to form spaces to permit said panels to 
swing into positions at right angles to each other, 
beveled members to fill the spaces between said 
panels, hinges connecting the panels, link means 
connecting said members to the panels and coact 
ing with the latter to bring about movement of 
the members out of the spaces between the adja- to 
cent edges of the panels on the movement of the 
panels into positions at right angles to each other, 
a toy railroad track system including track sec 
tions and having certain sections thereof secured 
on the panels and the othersections thereof being is 
fixed to said members for movement therewith, 
structures mounted on the panels and movable 
therewith. 

3. In a device of the class described comprising 
a platform, a callapsible means for Supporting O 
said platform, said platform including a plurality 
of panels having the adjacent edges thereof bev 
eled to form spaces to permit said panels to swing 
into positions at right angles to each other, bev 
eled members to fill the spaces between said S 
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panels, hinges connecting the panels, links means 
connecting said members to the panels and coact 
ing the latter to bring about movement of the 
members out of the spaces between the adjacent 
edges of the panels on the movement of the panels 
into positions at right angles to each other, a toy 
railroad track system including track sections 
and having Certain sections thereof secured on 
said panels and the other sections thereof being 
fixed to said members for movement therewith, 
structures mounted on the panels and movable 
therewth, a plurality of hook-shaped retaining 
elements carried by one of the panels and over 
lying a part of the track for retaining cars 
thereon. 

4. In a device of the character described com 
prising a platform, a collapsible means for sup 
porting said platform, said platform including a 
plurality of panels having the adjacent edges 
thereof beveled to form spaces to permit said 
panels to Swing into positions at right angles to 
each other, beveled members to fill the spaces be 
tween said panels, hinges connecting the panels, 
link means connecting said members to the panels 
and coacting with the latter to bring about move 
ment of the members out of the spaces between 
the beveled edges of the panels on the movement 
of the panels into positions at right angles to 
each other, a toy railroad track system including 
track sections and having certain of said sections 
fixed to the panels and other of said sections fixed, 
to said members for movement therewith, struc 
tures mounted on the panels and movable there 
with, a plurality of hook-shaped retaining ele 
ments carried by one of the panels and Overlying 
a part of the track for retaining cars thereon, a 
bumper mounted on one of the panels at one end 
of the track, a box-like structure mounted on One 
of the panels forming a closure for a locomotive 
and its tender when not in use. 

5. In a device of the class described comprising 
a platform including a plurality of panes having 

3 
adjacent edges thereof beveled to form spaces to 
permit said panels to assume positions at right 
angles to each other to form a box-like structure, 
beveled members to fill the spaces between the 
beveled edges of the panels, hinges connecting 
said panels, link means for connecting said mem 
bers to the panels and having the latter coacting 
therewith in moving said members into and out 
of the spaces in accordance with the positions 
Occupied by the panels, a toy railroad track sys 
ten including a plurality of sections and having 
certain sections thereof fixed on the panels and 
the other sections secured to said members for 
movement therewith, auxiliary panels secured to 
certain of said first panels and extending at right 
angles thereto, castors carried by the auxiliary 
panels, said auxiliary panels coacting to form a 
closure for one end of the box-like structure, 
strips carried by certain of said first-named panels 
to support the auxiliary panels when forming a 
closure for one end of the box-like structure, a 
COver, means for detachably Securing said cover 
to said first-named panels, and strips carried by 
Said first-named panels for the cover to engage. 

6. In a device of the class described, a platform 
including a plurality of panels having beveled 
edges, hinges connecting said panels to permit the 
platform to be folded into a box-like construction, 
beveled members to engage and fill the space be 
tween adjacent beveled edges of said panels when 
open as a platform, link means connecting said 
panels and said members to engage and disengage 
the members with the beveled edges of the panels 
by the hinging movements of said panels, a toy 
railroad including a sectional track, cars, loco 
motive and other structures and having said other 
structures secured to certain of the panels and 
certain sections of the track being secured to the 
panels and the other sections of the track being 
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secured on said members for movement therewith. 
ABHR SER 


