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This invention relates to fonts and means for
feeding simall quantities of water from such fonts
and has for its object to so construct a font.and
its feeding means that it is especially adaptable
for use as a “holy water font” with which every-
one may- bless himself by feeding: a.small uni-
form quantity of the “holy water” into the hand.

Another object of this invention is to so con-
struet the font that it will-be completely. covered
at all times =0 as to prevent foreign matter from
settling on'the “holy water” contained therein, ‘

A further object of this invention is fo so con-
struct the feeding means of the font ‘that only
a predetermined amount of the “holy water” ‘can
be taken from the font in order to prevent any
wasting thereof. ) S :

These and other objects of .this invention will
become more readily apparent from the detailed
description of it which follows, reference being
had to the accompanying drawing in which

Figure 1is a front elevation of a “holy water
font” provided with my invention with. which one
may hless himself with the “holy water” con-
tained therein, .. ’ s ‘

- Figure 2 is a vertical sectional view of the font
forming the: subject matter of this: invention.

In-the figures of the.drawing like reference
numersals indicate like parts. B ’

The font forming- the subject matter of my
.bresent-invention is provided with a basin which
may be used in.the form. in which it is made or
the basin: may he:placed into the “holy water
fonts” already in-use in order to provide such
fonts with the advantages inherent to my inven-
tion. ST " o

As illustrated in the drawing, especially Figure
2 thereof, the 'font comprises a suitable basin 1
which may have any desired capacity for the re-
ceipt of the “holy water”.  In the top of the basin
1 is provided an opening 2 thru which the font
is filled. A closure member 3 normally.closes this
opening-and provides the support for the feeding
deviee which operates to bring a predetermined
small quantity of the “holy water” into contact
with the hand of the person desiring blessing
thereby. : - S ‘

This feeding- device comprises a vertical feed-
ing tube 4 which has its-wall perforated within
the basin as indicated at 5, 5. Within the tube is
placed .a sponge :or other member 6 which is
adapted to freely absorb and hold absorbed g
quantity of the “holy: water” which 'is allowed
to enter the tube thru the holes 5, 5.0r the open
bottom thereof. = A portion of the sponge 6 is
allowed to: project-above the top of the feeding

tube 4 as indicated at 7. ‘Over the outwardly ex-
tending portion 7 of the sponge and the upper
porticn - of the feeding tube 4 is telescoped the
sleeve plunger 8 which is closed at the top by
the. contact member 9. This contact member is
slightly depressed in the middle and has a cen-

- tral hole 10 provided in the depression.  The in-

side- of the contact member 9-'normally rests on
top of the projecting portion 7 of the sponge ‘6
and holds the plunger in its elevated position
filustrated in Figure 2. A flange 11 surrounding
the sleeve plunger at the lower end of it within
the closure member 3 keeps the plunger from be-
ing withdrawn from the feeding tube after it has
keen mounted thereon. :

The closure member 3 has g sleeve extension

2 which surrounds the plunzer sleeve 8 and ex-
tends under the overhanging portion of the con-
tact ‘member 9 to have its upper end encased
thereby. The feeding tube is supported ‘in a
fized position on the closure member 3 ‘which,
for this purpese, projects down into the basin
t0 a point where the flange member 13 can pro-
vide & suitable connection between the tube 4
and the closure member extension without in-
terfering with- a - dowhward movement of the
lower end of the sleeve plunger within the clo-
sure member, :

The plunger 8 is thus permitted to be forced
down on the feeding tuibe 4 by means of the con-
tact-member 9 in order to compress the project-
ing portion 7 of the sponge § between the under
side ‘of the contact member and the upper end
of the feeding tube. The small quantity of
“holy water” held suspendsd in this portion of
the sponge is thus forced out thereof and thru

_the hole 19 in the contact member against -the

portion of the hand with which the contact mem-
ber hag been depresséd,

On the release of the contact member by the
hand, the expansion of the compressed portion
of the sponge raises the plunger to its normal
position which allows more “holy water” to be
absoriped by the sponge to replace what has been
used: therefrom.. Any water remaining in the
depression of the- confact member after the
plunger has been released will reenter the hole
19 and be reabsorbed by the sponge. The slid-
ing joint between the inside of the sleeve plunger
and the outside of the feeding tube is provided
with suficient clearance so that any water which
is forced out of the sponge and cannot escape
thru the hole 10 in the contact member of the
plunger will be forced down between the plunger
and the feeding tube into the space surrounding
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the closure member and reenter the basin 1 thru
a suitable opening 14 provided for this purpose
at or near the bottom of this space.

For the purpose of limiting the movement of
the plunger in compressing the portion of the
sponge above the feeding tube a collar 15 may
be threaded on the upwardly projecting portion
of the closure member 3. This collar forms a
stop for the overhanging portion of the contact
member 9 and by threading the collar up or down
on the closure member the movement of the
plunger can be varied to provide the desired com-
pression of the sponge above the feeding tube.

" As illustrated in Figure 1 the basin 2 is made
so as to be adapted to be supported within the
“holy water font” 15.- This figure illustrates the
open exposed type of font now used for the “holy
water” which, with my invention, can be trans-
formed into a closed font as above described. If
for any reason it-is desired to retain the basin
of the original font, a cover made in accordance
with the upper portion of the basin 1 of the font
illustrated in Figure 1 may be used to cover the
original font and support the feeding means
therein to feed the “holy water” from the basin
of the original font.

I claim: .

1. In combination with a font for “holy water”
of a feeding tube, an absorbent member located
within and protruding from the upper end of
said feeding tube, a plunger telescoping over the
outside of the end of said feeding tube and the
protruding portion of the absorbent member car-
ried thereby so as to compress the absorbent
member above said feeding tube on the move-
ment of said plunger down on said feeding tube,
said plunger having an opening therein to per-
mit the escape of water expressed from said ab-
sorbent member on the compression thereof.

2. In combination with a font for “holy water”
of a feeding tube, an absorbent member located
within said feeding tube and protruding from
the upper end thereof, a plunger mounted to
telescope on said feeding tube and providing a
collapsible chamber surrounding the profruding
portion of said absorbent member above said
feeding tube, and means for fixedly supportmﬁ
said feeding tube. .

3. In combination with a font for “holy water”
of a feeding tube, an absorbent member located

- within said feeding tube and protruding from the

upper end thereof, a plunger mounted to slide on
said feeding tube and provide a collapsible cham-
ber surrounding the protruding portion of said
absorbent member above said feeding tube,

- means for fixedly supporting said feeding tube

and adjustable means for limiting the downward
movement of said plunger on said feeding tube.

4. In combination with a font for “holy water”
of a feeding tube, an absorbent member located

- within said tube and protruding from the upper

end thercof, a supporting member surrounding
said feeding tube intermsdiate the ends therecf,
a plunger mounted to slide belween said support-

. ing member and said feeding tube and forming a
" collapsible chamber encasing the protruding por-

tion of said absorbing member, said plunger hav-
ing a hole therein to permit the water expressed
from said sponge to escape therethru when com-

. pressing the protruding portion thereof on the
" movement of said plunger down over said feed-

ing tube.
5. In a “holy water font" the combination of a
basin having an inlet, a closure member for said

. inlet, a supporting member depending from said
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closure member, a feeding tube supported by said
supporting member and. projecting above said
closure member, a plunger mounted to slide on
said feeding tube above said closure member and
providing a collapsible chamber above said feed-
ing tube, an absorbent member located within
said feeding tube and projecting into said col-
lapsible chamber formed by said plunger.

6. In a “holy water font” the combination of a
basin having an inlet, a closure member for
said inlet; a supporting member projecting below
said closure member, a feeding tube mounted
centrally of said closure member and supported
by said supporting member, a tubular extension

_projectinig above said closure member and sur-

rounding said feeding tube, and a plunger mount-
ed to telescope between said tubular extension
and said feeding tube to jointly hold said feeding
tube concentric to said closure member and pro-
vide a free movement of said plunger on said
feeding tube. )

7. In a “holy water font” the combmatmn of
a basin having an inlet, a closure member for
said inlet;-a supporting member projecting he-
low said closure member, a feeding tube mounted
centrally of said closure member and supported
by said supporting member, a tubular extension
projecting above said closure member and sur-
rounding sald feeding tube, and a plunger mount-
ed to telescope batween said tubular extension
and said feeding tube to jointly hold said feeding
tube concentric to said closure member and pro-
vide a free movement of said plunger on said
feeding tube, and an overhanging concentric
flange surrounding the upper end of said plunger
to encircle the upper end of said tubular exten-
sion and provide a cylindrical chamber for said
extension to project thereinto on the downward
movement of said plunger.

8. In a “holy water font” the combination of a
basin having an inlet, a closure member for said
inlet; a supporting member projecting below said
closure member, a feeding tube mounted centrally
of said closure member and supported by said sup-
porting member, a tubular extension projecting
above said closure member and surrounding said
feeding tube, and a plunger mounted to telescope
between said tubular extension and said feeding
tube to jointly hold said feeding tube concentric
to. said closure member.and provide a free move-
ment of said plunger on said feeding tube, an
adjustable member carried by said extension of
said closure member to limit the movement of said
plunger.

9. In combination with a font for “holy water”
having an opening in the top, of a removable
cover for said opening, a movablé plunger carried
by said cover, a feeding tube suspended from said
cover, an absorbent member carried by said feed-
ing tube, said movable plunger being adapted to
compress said absorbent member and having an
outlet in the end thereof thru which the water
expressed from the absorbent member is forced.

18. In combination with a font for “holy water”
of a removable cover for said font, a feeding tube
carried by said removable cover so as to hold it
suspended in said font, a movable closure member
having an opening therein for said feeding tube
on the outside of said removable cover and means

associated with said movable closure member for i

feeding water from the feeding tube thru the
opening in said closure member on the movement
nf the closure member
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