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To ?till titot), it in Cat? concert. 
Be it known that I, THEODORE F. W. 

SCHMIDT, residing at Dayton, in the county 
of Montgomery and State of Ohio, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Collapsible Boxes, of which the following 
is a specification. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

collapsible box, preferably of rectangular 
shape and of such size and construction that 
the sides may be folded together and packed 
Within a removable stretching bottom which 
will serve as a body for the box, and the cover 
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of the shipping-box will also serve as a cover 
for the packing-box. Several advantages are 
derived by this construction. 
tity of these boxes may be kept in stock, oc 
cupying but little space, and they can be 
readily set up when they are to be used for 
packing material. They can be shipped from 
the manufacturer to the user in the shipping 
box condition at very much less cost than 
when they are set up in form to receive pack 
ages. Both of these advantages are very ma 
terial in the manufacture and use of said box. 
The features of my invention will be more 

fully set forth in the description of the ac 
companying drawings, making a part of this 
specification, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the body 
of the box in partially-collapsed condition. 
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the stretching 
and shipping bottom. Fig. 3 is a perspective 
view of the lid. Fig. 4 is a central vertical 
section of the box in position for packages. 
Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the packing 
box with parts removed to show position of 
the stretching bottom. 
A represents the body of the box. 
Ct. represent the sides of the box. 
c d represent the ends of the box-body. 

They are made with a central flexible joint 
e, so as to serve as a hinge for the folding of 
the end sections upon each other to collapse 
the body of the box. The body is preferably 
made of strawboard and may be covered with 
a glazing or finish which when made of tough 
material will serve as a hinge or binding ma 
terial to hold the end sections of the box to 
gether. As a feature of my invention, how 
ever, I show a strengthening hinge-piece g, 
which is the end of the tapeh, pasted across 
the sections c. d, as shown in Figs. 1 and 4, 
the end of the tape passing through and out 
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side of the box; and these tape ends serve at 
the same time as a handle. 
D represents the stretching bottom, made 

like the ordinary cover of a box and adapted 
to fit into the inside of the box, as shown in 
Fig. 5. 

represents a hole pierced through the bot 
tom of the box to afford a convenient means 
for lifting it out of the body of the box. 
E represents a flexible bottom, preferably 

made of muslim or paper and pasted to the 
side of the box in the usual manner. This 
serves two purposes. It allows the body of the 
box to be readily collapsed, and, second, it af 
fords a support for the stretching bottom D. 
F represents the cover of the box. It fits 

over the shipping-box or stretching botton 
ID, as well as the box, set up in condition to 
receive packages. The tapes h may be tied 
together to bind the cover on, as well as to 
serve as a handle. 
The stretching bottom D is made of Stiff 

material, preferably strawboard, so that the 
weight of the material packed in the box. Will 
be equally distributed over the flexible bot 
tom, which would otherwise stretch and 
strain the hinges, tending to draw them ill 
ward, as shown in Fig. 1; but by making 
the bottom and sides of stiff material they 
effectually brace the box in position and re 
inforce the same at the bottom, where the 
weight of the packing has to be sustained. 

I claim 
1. A collapsible box having hinged Sec 

tional sides reinforced at the hillges by the 
strengthening-pieces g, as described, a flexi 
ble bottom, and a rigid removable bottom 
made of stiff material and having upturned 
flanged edges lying parallel with and against 
the sides of the box, substantially as de 
scribed. 

2. In combination with the collapsible box 
body A having hinged sectional sides, the 
tapesh attached to the inner adjacent edges 
of the hinged sections and at their free ends 
projecting through the sides to the exterior 
of the box, substantially as described. - 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 

my hand. 
THEODORE F. W. SCHMIDT. 

Witnesses: 
W. R. WooD, 
C. W. MILES, 
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