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To all, Luhon, it inctly concern. 
Be it known that I, HENRY J. SITTERLY, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Broc 
ton, in the county of Chautauqua and State 
of New York, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Baskets and Covers 
Therefor, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. 
My invention relates to an improved cover 

for baskets employed to transport fruit or 
Vegetables; and the object of the invention is 
to provide a basket of this character with a 
detachable cover which is fastened to the bas 
ket against horizontal or vertical movement 
and in such a manner as to prevent the sides 
of the basket from bulging or spreading from 
each other. 

For a full understanding of the merits and 
advantages of the invention reference is to 
be had to the accompanying drawings and 
the following description. 
The invention is susceptible to various 

changes in the form, proportion, and minor 
details of construction without departing from 
the principle or sacrificing any of the advan 
tages thereof, and to a full disclosure of the 
invention an adaptation thereof is shown in 
the accompanying drawings, in which 
Figure 1 is a top plan view of my improved 

cover and basket. Fig. 2 is a vertical sec 
tion on or about line a. a, Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a 
detached top plan view of the cover. 

In referring to the drawings in detail like 
numerals designate like parts. 
My improvement is chiefly adapted for 

transporting Wine-grapes, and the basket em 
ployed is preferably oblong in shape, having 
a bottom 1, formed of a piece of wood of 
Suitable shape and thickness, sides 2 and 
ends 3, of thin veneering or similar material, 
which are secured at their lower edges to the 
edge of the bottom and slope or extend out 
Wardly from each other, and a top protect 
ing and strengthening strip 4, which extends 
around the top edge of the sides and ends. 
These parts are all secured together by staples 
or similar fastenings 5, and a strip of wood 6 
is fastened to the inner surface of about the 
middle of each side 2. To each of these strips 
6 is fastened a flat strip of metal 7, which has 
its upper end 8 bent outwardly at substan 
tially a right angle, substantially as shown 
in Fig. 2. 

The cover is preferably formed of Wood,and 
comprises the side bars 9, end bars 10, and 
cross-bars 11, which extendatintervals trans 
versely across the space. between the side 
bars 9. Each of the side bars 9 has an inner 
depression or recess 12 at or near its middle, 
and in securing the cover to the basket the 
sides of the basket are sprung toward each 
other sufficiently to permit the passage of the 
horizontal upper ends 8 of the metal strips 7 
through these depressions or recesses 12, as 
shown in dotted lines in Fig. 1. After the 
cover is in place the pressure of the sides of 
the basket is removed, which permits them to 
spring back and resume their normal posi 
tion and brings the bent ends 8 into locking 
position over the sides of the cover, as shown 
in full lines in Fig. 1. - - 
The sides of the cover project sufficiently 

beyond the basket sides to prevent other 
baskets or articles from crushing in the basket. 
The upper portions of the strips 7 set in 

the depressions or recesses 12 when the basket 
and cover are in their locked assembled po 
sition and prevent any lateral or longitudinal 
movement of the cover on the basket, and 
the bent ends 8 project over the top of the 
cover and prevent vertical separation, thereby 
locking the cover to the basket against re 
lease by any means save by springing the 
sides of the basket toward each other--some 
thing practically impossible when the basket 
is packed with fruit. In returning these bas 
kets and covers the baskets can be nested and 
the covers tied up in bundles. 
I claim as my invention- s 
1. The combination with a basket, a cover 

adapted to fit upon said basket, of fasteners 
secured to the sides of said basket and hav 
ing bent portions adapted to be sprung over 
the cover by the spring action of the basket 
sides. 

2. The combination with a basket having 
metal strips provided with outwardly-bent 
upper ends of a cover having inner depres 
sions through which the bent ends of the 
strips pass when the basket sides are sprung 
toward each other; the bent ends projecting 
over the cover when in place on the basket. 
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