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To all whom it may concern: o

Be it known that I, Nora E. Duxvap, a
citizen of the United States of America, and
a resident of Chicago, county of Cook, State
of Illinois, have invented certain new and
useful Tmprovements in Bust - Girdles, of
which the following is a specification.

The main object of this invention is to
provide an improved form of bust girdle
which is capable of accurate adjustment to
the form of the wearer and which is of such
construction that it may be readily slipped
on and off by the wearer. This object is ac-
complished by the device shown in the ac-

companying drawings, which illustrates a.

specific embodiment of this invention.
Figure 1 is a front view, in perspective, of
the girdle in position upon the wearer, the
apron which covers the lacing at the front,
shoulder- of the
wearer. ' I'ig. 2 is a similar view of the same
with the apron in position. Fig, 3 is a back
view. Fig.' 4 is a detail of the garment,
showing the shape and arrangement of its
parts, the shoulder straps being separated

‘for the sake of clearness,

In the form shown, the body of the girdle
is formed with integral back and side por-
tions provided with shoulder straps 1 and 2
respectively. . The back 8 and side portions
4 are shaped to'snugly fit the form of the
wearer, and the two parts of each shoulder
strap are

gether. The body portion is also preferably

provided with straps 6 suitably arranged at-

the side and back, as is usual'in devices of
this character. :

- A front portion, comprising a pair of sub-
stantially triangular gores 7, is interposed
between the front edges 8 of the sides 4 of
the body part. The inner or meeting edges
of the gores are provided with hooks and
eyes or other detachable engaging means
which permit them to be readily fastened to-
gether or separated, and the outer edges of
the gores 7 are connected to the adjacent
parts of the front edges of the side portions
by lacings 9, whereby the girth of the main
part of the girdle may be adjusted. Each
gore 7 is also provided with a Hap 10 under-
lying the lacing. :

The gores 7 are of substantially triangular
shape, being widest at the top and gradually
tapering to narrow width at their lower
ends. The lower ends of the gores are ex-
tended in the form of straps or tapes 11 by

preferably permanently sewed to- .

means of which the lower parts of.the sides
of the girdle are drawn together so-as to
snugly. fit the form of the wearer. The
lower front corners of the side portions of
the body part are cut away below the lacings
9Osothatthereis a substantially wedge-shaped
space below the gores. Each of the front
edges of the side portions is provided with a
plurality of loops 12 adjacent to said wedge-
shaped space, which are arranged to permit

.the tapes 11 to be laced through them so as

to draw the lower front edges of the body
part together. This is illustrated in Fig. 1,
where the tapes 11 are shown after having
beén passed through the loops 12 and the
wearet is shown in the -act of tying them.
The hooks and eyes by means of which the
adjacent edges of the gores 7 are connected
are designated 13 in Fig. 4.

In order to hide the gores 7 and the lacing
9 which connects them to-the sides 4 of the
body part, an apron 14 is provided which is
of such form as to completely cover the lac-
ing. The upper edge of the apron is cut to

“conform with the shape of the adjacent up-

per parts of the side portions 4 of the body
part, and one of the upper corners 15 of the
apron is permanently sewed to the .corre-

sponding side part of the body, while the.

other upper corner 16 is provided with a
heok and eye or other means for detachable
connection with its respective side portion.
The lower part of the apron is shaped to

form wings 17 extending toward each side,
-and each wing terminates in a tape 18, which"
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tapes are passed around the waist of the .

wearer and tied together as illustrated in
Fig. 2. ‘ .

In putting on the garment, the wearer
enters it as she would a jacket, and fastens
the hooks -and -eyes 13, the lacing parts 9
being adjusted only at times when readjust-
ment of the girth of the girdle is desired.
After the hooks and eyes 13 are fastened,
the tdpes 11 are laced back and forth be-
tween the loops 12 on opposite side portions
of the girdle and are then drawn up and

tied so that the lower portion of the girdle’

fits snugly below the bust. During . this

operation the apron 14 is thrown over the-

wearer’s shoulder, as illustrated in -Fig. 1.

After the adjustment of the girdle is com:

pleted, the corner 16 of the apron is hooked
Into its position on.the body part, and the
tapes 18 are passed around the waist in op-
posite directions as shown in, Fig. 2. '
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Although but one specific embodiment of
this invention is herein shown and de-
scribed, it will be understood that some of
the details may be altered or omitted, with-
in the scope of the following claims, with-
out departing from the spirit of this inven-
tion.

I claim:

1. A girdle comprising integral back and
side portions, a front portion interposed be-
tween and having adjustable connection
with the adjacent front edges of the side
portions and comprising a pair of depend-
Ing straps spaced apart and adapted to be
tied together to draw the lower parts of
the side portions together so as to adjust

‘the fit of the girdle, and a plurality of loops

formed on said side portions near the lower
front edges thereof and adapted to permit
said straps to be laced through them. -

2. A bust girdle comprising a body part
permanently closed across the back and
open at the front, shoulder straps thereon
for supporting the girdle, a pair of gores in-
terposed between the front edges of said
hody part, said gores being detachably con-
nected together along their adjacent edges
and having their outer edges laced to fhe
respective front edges of the body part, a
depending strap extending from the lower
end of each of said gores, and means on the
edges of said body part below said lacing,
sald means being adapted to be engaged by
said straps and to permit them to be laced
between the opposite edges of the body part
for adjusting the fit of the girdle.

3. A bust girdle comprising a body part
permanently closed across the back and
open at the front, shoulder straps thereon
for supporting the girdle, a pair of gores
interposed between the front edges of said
body part, said gores being detachably con-
nected together along their adjacent edges
and having their outer edges laced to the

‘respective front edges of the body part, said

gores being of greatest width at the top and
being tapered down to the width of said
straps at their lower ends, a depending stran
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extending from the lower end of each of said
gores, and means on the edges of said body
part betow said lacing, said means being
adapted to be engaged by said straps and to
permit them to be laced between the oppo-
site edges of the body part for adjusting
the fit of the girdle.

4. A bust girdle comprising a body part
permanently closed across the back and
open at the front, shoulder straps thereon
for supporting the girdle, a pair of gores
interposed between the front edges of said
body part, said gores being detachably con-
nected together along their adjacent edges
and having their outer edges laced to the re-
spective front edges of the body part, a de-
pending strap extending from the lower end
of each' of said gores, and means on the
edges of said body part below said lacing,
sald means being adapted to be engaged by
said straps and to permit them to be laced
between the opposite edges of the body nart
for adjusting the fit of the girdle, and an
apron extending across the front of said
girdle so as to hide said gores and lacing,
being adapted to be secured at its upper
corners to said body part and having wings
terminating in side straps adapted to be
passed around the waist of the wearer for
securing the lower edge of the apron.
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5. A girdle comprising integral back and -

side portions, means on the lower parts of
tween. the upper parts of the adjacent front
edges of said side portions, lacing connect-
ing said front portion with one of the said
side portions, means on the lower parts of
the front edges of said side portions for en-
gaging a strap, and a strap adapted to co-
act with said means for drawing the lower

"parts of said side portions together below

said front portion. .
Signed at Chicago this 9th day of June
1909. N

NORA E. DUNLAP.
Witnesses: ‘ .

Eveene A. RuMMLER,
- Mary M. Douman.
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Corrections in Letters Patent Ng. 985,735,

)

It is hereby certified that in Letters Patent No. 985,735, granted Februf;lry 28,1911,
upon the application of Nora E. Dunlap, of Chicago, Illinois, for an improvement in
““ Bust-Girdles,” errors appear in the printed specification requiring correction as
follows: Page 1, line 85, the word ‘“straps” should read stays, and page 2, line 80,
the words ‘“means on the lower parts of ” should be stricken out and the words

@ front portion interposed be- be. inserted instead; and that the said Letters Patent

should be read with these corrections therein that the same hmy conform to the
record-of the case in the Patent Office.

Signed and sealed this 98th day of March, A. D., 1911, A
[sEAT. ] E. B. MOORE,

Commissioner of Patents.



