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To ?till, Luhon, it inctly concern. 
Be it known that we, THOMAS ALFRED 

RYAN, a subject of Victoria, Queen of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire 

5 land, and ISAAC WHITNEY, a citizen of the 
United States, both residing at Lowell, in the 
county of Middlesex and Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, have invented a certain new 
and useful Improvement in Game Apparatus, 

Io of which the following is a specification. 
Our invention relates to game apparatus; 

and it consists in the improvement hereinaf 
ter described and claimed on the game appa 
ratus which forms the subject of United 

I5 States Patent No. 145,385, granted December 
9, 1873, to Bean, the object of said improve 
ment being to enable the apparatus to be 
packed for storage or transportation. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

2O alongitudinal central section of the apparatus 
packed for storage or transportation, showing 
the balls, the rest, and one of the rods in side 
elevation; Fig. 2, a plan of the apparatus 
packed; Fig. 3, a longitudinal section of the 

25 apparatus in position for use; Fig. 4, a plan of 
the apparatus in position for use; Fig. 5, a 
front elevation of the same in position for use; 
Fig. 6, a horizontal section, enlarged, of the 
rear standard and parts of the rods on line 6 6 

3o in Fig. 1. 
A represents a bed or base provided with 

pockets or recesses a and with standards BC; 
D D', two rods pivoted to the standard Cand 
in use resting upon the head B of the stand 

35 and B and adapted to be moved on said head 
toward Or away from each other; E, balls 
which roll on said rods and are dropped into 
said pockets. These parts are all of the con 
Struction and Operation shown in said patent 

4o except in the respects hereinafter stated. 
Games are played with this apparatus by 

placing a ball upon the rods D D'at the rear 
ends of the same, said rods being then sub. 
stantially parallel with each other and rest 

45 ing upon the head B and inclined downward 
from said head to the rear standard C, so that 
by grasping the handles did of the rods and 
spreading said rods apart on said headB' the 
ball Will move toward said head until it falls 

50 between the rods onto the base A, the object 
being to make the ball fall into one of the 

pockets C, which are numbered successively 
higher from the rear standard to the front 
standard, the ball apparently, but of course 
not actually, running uphill. 55 
The base herein shown is provided on each 

side with ledges C. Ci (not shown in said pat 
ent) to prevent a ball from rolling off from 
said base when in falling said ball fails to 
strike in a pocket, but drops on the space be- 6o 
tween two pockets C or at the side of a pocket, 
thus saving the annoyance and loSS of time 
required to find and pick up a ball when it 
falls on the floor and perhaps rolls under a 
chair, table, or other object. 65 
Where the vertical flat front face of the rear 

standard shown in said patentisused to stop 
a ball E, descending on the rods D D' toward 
said rear standard, the ball is likely to re 
bound sidewise over said rods and fall on the 7o 
floor, with the result above indicated. We 
make the rear standard C shorter than the 
corresponding part shown in said patent and 
use a wire loop F, which acts as a recess to 
catch the ball even when the ball strikes said 75 
loop at a considerable angle to Said rear stand 
ard and prevents the rebounding of the ball, 
said loop F proper being large enough al 
most, but not quite, to allow the ball to pass 
through it. The legs ff of said loop serve 
the further purpose of pintles for the jointing 
or hinging of said rods DD” to said rear stand 
ard C, said rear standard having a transverse 
horizontal groove c to receive screw-eyes d' 
d and two vertical grooves c' c, which cross 85 
said groove c and receive said legs ff' of said 
loop, said legs passing through Said eyes did 
and being driven into the base A. 
To enable the apparatus to be packed in 

small space, the upper part, head, or rest B' of 9o 
the front standard Bisreadily removable from 
the body thereof, said head B' being provided 
On its under side With two Wertical do well 
pins b b', which may be inserted and with 
drawn from two corresponding vertical holes 95 
b°bin the top of the body of said front stand 
ard B, and the top of said body is provided 
with two parallel grooves bb to receive the 
rods D D'. When the apparatus is to be 
packed, the head B is removed and inverted 
on the base A between the rods, as shown in 
Figs. 1 and 2, one end of said head B' enter 
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ing a notch c” in the front of the rear stand 
ard and the other end of said head being held 
down by one of the balls E, which are placed 
in the pockets C, and are then kept in place 
by the rods D ID' resting upon them and in 
the grooves to b, said grooves and the groove 
( being of a suitable height to allow said rods 
to rest horizontally upon the tops of said 
balls. The rods are secured in the grooves 
by a button G, which may be turned over 
said rods when the latter are in said grooves. 
When the button is turned a quarter of a 
revolution and the rods are taken out of the 
grooves to U, the head B may be replaced on 
the front standard, a notch b in the bottom 
of said head receiving said button, as shown 
in Figs. 3, 4, and 5. When packed, the head 
may be held inverted between two balls, that 
is, each end may obviously be held as the 
left end is represented as held in Figs. 1 and 2. 
We claim as our invention 
1. The combination of the base, provided 

with pockets, the real standard, having a 
transverse horizontal groove and having ver 
tical grooves crossing said horizontal groove, 
the rods, having eyes arranged in said trans 
verse groove, the loop, having legs arranged 
in said vertical grooves and passing through 
said eyes into said base, and the front stand 
ard, provided with a rest, as and for the pur 
pose specified. 

2. The combination of the base, provided 
with pockets, the rear standard, rods, pivoted 
to said rear standard, the front standard, 
having a removable head and having grooves 

to receive said rods, and a button, turning On 
said front standard, to retain Said rods in 
said grooves, as and for the purpose specified. 

3. The combination of the base, provided 
with pockets, the rear standard, rods, piv 
oted to said rear standard, the front stand 
ard, having a lemovable head and having 
grooves to receive said rods, and a button, 
turning on said front standard to retain Said 
rods in said grooves, said removable head 
having a groove to receive said button when 
said head is in place on said front standard, 
as and for the purpose specified. 

4. The combination of the base, provided 
with pockets, to receive balls, the rear stand 
ard, rods, pivoted to said lear standard, the 
front standard, having a removable head and 
having grooves to receive said rods, and a 
button, turning on said front standard, to 
retain said rods in said grooves, said head 
having ends, one of which is adapted to enter 
a notch with which said rear standard is pro 
vided, and the other end of which is adapted 
to be held down by a ball in one of said pock 
ets, as and for the purpose specified. 
In witness whereof we have signed this 

specification, in the presence of two attesting 
witnesses, this 7th day of September, A. D. 
1895. 

TIOMAS ALFRED RYAN. 
ISAAC WHITNEY. 

Witnesses: 
ALBERT M. MOORE, 
WILLIAM KENYICK. 
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