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1

My present invention relates generally to mems~
orandum devices. )

It is an object of the invention to provide a
device of pleasing appearance in which an ex-
tended length of paper can be accommodated in
such a way that successive areas can be pulled
into an exposed position in which the user can
jot memoranda thereon.

A more particular object is to provide this de-
vice in a form which can be manufactured inex-
pensively and which nevertheless permits the se-
lective employment of a variety of attractive ma-
terials to impart to the finished product an ap-
pearance of quality and aesthetic appeal.

The device consists essentially of a box or en-
closure conforming substantially to a triangular
prism in which the triangular cross- -sectionis sub-
stantially equilateral. More particularly, a pair
of upstanding substantially triangular side walls
are secured to a front wall which slants rearward-
1y upward and to a rear wall which slants rear-
wardly downward. These walls define a tent-like
enclosure within which a strip of paper of ex-
tended length, preferably in the form of a roll
arranged with its axis transverse to the side walls,
can be easily accommodated. The box bottom is
formed of overlying leaves the inner of which is
hinged to the front wall and the outer of which
is hinged to the rear wall.

An attractive feature of the 1nvent10n lies in
the fact that the device is of unique contour and
appearance completely disguising its msmoran-
dum-pad utility. Its manner of use is also unique
since the exposure of the paper for memorandum
jotting purposes is accomplished by tilting the
entire box rearwardly so that it rests on its rear
wall and thus exposes the outer bottom leaf as a
writing base. 'The paper from the roll emerges
from the box around the free end of the inner
leaf, and a retaining element or strip is prefer-
ably mounted adjacent the free end of the outer
leaf so that the paper may be threaded beneath
it. The paper roll remains concealed within the
box at all times.

Other features of the invention reside in g di-
mensioning of the parts so as to achieve the de-
sired cooperative effects in an attractive manner;
in the provision of a means for permitting the de-
vice to be readily reloaded; and in the construc-
tion of the parts in such a way that the front
and rear walls, as well as the inner leaf of the
box bottom, lend themselves well to monogram-
ming or other embellishments.

I achieve the foregoing objects, and such other
objects as may hereinafter appear or be pointed
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2 .
out, in the manner {llustratively exemplified in
the accompanying drawings in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of & memorandum
device of the present character shown in its nor-
mal closed condition;

Figure 2 is a similar view showing the device
tilted into condition for memorandum jotting;

Figure 3 is a similar view; showing the box fully
opened and in exploded relation to a paper roll;

Figure 4 is ‘an-enlarged cross- sectlonal v1ew
along the line 4—4 of Figure 2; and

Figure 5 is an enlarged cross-sectional view
along the line 5-—5 of Figure 2.

Each of the spaced side walls 10 is substan-
tially equilaterally triangular, although in the il-
Justrative  embodiment one of the corners has
been rounded off for ornamental reasons.. In the
normal relationship of the parts of the device,
the rounded ends of the s1de walls are upward as
shown in Figure 1. R

Secured to the side’ walls is"a front wall II
which extends rearwardly upward, and a rear
wall 12 which extends rearwardly downward.
The walls 10; I and 12 define a tent-like en-
closure adapted to- accommodate an extended
length of memorandum paper, preferably in the
form of a roll 13 (Fig. 3) arranged with. its axis
transverse to the side walls- 10, Where a roll of
paper is used, it need not be journaled within the
device, but can. be loosely sccommodated. This
greatly facilitates the loading of the unit.

The bottom of the box is composed of two
overlying leaves. The inner leaf is hinged at 15
to the front wall {1. The outer leaf 16 is hinged
at 17 to the rear wall 12. The free end of the
paper emanating from the supply roll 13 passes
around the free edge 18 of the leaf {4. This is
best depicted in Figure 2 in which the free end
of the paper is designated by the reference nu-
meral 19. It will be noticed that it is threaded
beneath a retaining strip 20 secured to the outer
leaf 16 adjacent to the free edge of the latter.
The strip 20 is preferably composed of a thin
element of plastic, and it may be secured in posi-
tion by rivets 21 or the like. .

A means is provided for normally retaining the
inner leaf i4 in a closing relation to the box. I
have found it satisfactory to secure a bar or strip
22 to the inner face of the leaf 14 adjacent to the
free edge 18, the bar 22 being adapted to engage
frictionally with the inner faces of side walls 19,
as best shown in Figure 5.

To load the device, the parts are first adjusted
into the condition shown in Figure 3. The roll
of paper 18 is inserted into the body of the box,
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and the end {9 is extended across the upper face
of the leaf 18 and threaded beneath the retain-
ing element 20. The inner leaf {4 is then swung
down into the closed condition shown in Figures
2 and 5. This locks in and conceals the roll of
paper 13, but leaves a space adjacent to the free
edge {8 of the leaf {4 through which additional
paper lengths may be withdrawn as required. To
bring the parts into a closed condition, the box
is tilted forwardly from. the position of Figure
2 to that of Figure 1.

In normal usage, the box is tilted back and
forth between the positions shown in Figures 1
and 2.

The device may be constructed of various ma-
terials and in various ways and lends itself read-
ily to aesthetic variations.
shown in the present drawings is intended to
permit the employment of attractive leathers or
similar ornamental materials.

In the. illustrated construction, the side walls
10 are composed of wood, and the front and rear
walls 11 and (2, as well as the leaves 14 and 18,
are integral parts of a single extended.length. of
sheet material, such as cardboard. The various
elements are suitably covered with ornamental
material such as.leather, and the upper face of
the leaf 16 is preferably provided with an addi-
tional layer of plastic or similar pressure-re-
sistant material so as to enhance its usefulness as
a writing base. Thus, in Figure 4,.23 is the basic
cardboard or equivalent material of which the
leaf 16 is composed. On its upper face is a layer
24 of ornamental sheet material such as paper
or leather. Overlying this is the plastic layer
25. 26 is the ornamental outer covering, com-
posed. of leather or equivalent material, which
extends around the edges of the assembly, as
shown. In similar fashion, the other' parts. of
the structure may be covered with leather or the
like, although such details have not. been shown
in the present drawings since they are well known
per se.

For purposes of further ornamental or utili-
tarian embellishment, the leaf {4 may bear on
its exposed face a calendar 21 or other similar
marking; or provision may be made for accom-
modation: of a photograph or the like. On the
outer surface of the front wall |1 it may be de~
sirable to provide similar embellishment, or a
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means for supporting a clock, a photograph, a
monogram, or other features of ornamentation.

In general, it will be understood that these and
other details of construction may obviously be
varied by those skilled in the art. Such details
are herein given merely by way of illustration
and variations may be made without necessarily
departing from the spirit and scope of the in-
vention as expressed in the appended claim.

Having thus described my invention.and illus-
trated its use, what I claim as new and desire
to secure by Letters Patent is:

A memorandum device comprising a pair of
upstanding substantially triangular side walls,
a front wall slanting rearwardly upward, a rear
wall slanting rearwardy downward, said walls
defining a. tent-like box adapted to accommodate
a roll of paper arranged with its axis transverse
to- said side walls, a hox bottom composed of
overlying leaves the inner of which is hinged to
said front wall and the outer of which is hinged
to the rear wall, said box resting normally on
hoth said leaves and being tiltable rearwardly to
resi on said rear wall and thereby expose the

5 inner face of the outer of said leaves, said leaf

being provided on said inner face with a pressure
resistant material whereby when said box is tilt-
ed rearwardly said leaf is adapted to serve as
& writing base for the end of the paper roll
emarging from behind the free end of the inner
of said leaves, a retaining strip mounted on said
outer leaf adjacent its free end and extending
paraliel to said free end and slightly spaced from
said leal to permit passage beneath it of the end
of said paper roll, and a means for releasably
interengaging said inner leaf and the side walls
of the hex to retain said inner leaf in a closing
relation to said side walls whereby said paper
roll is. retained within the box. during the: tilting

movements thereof.
HARVEY LATHROP.

REFERENCES CITED
The following references are of record in the
file- of this patent:
UNITED STATES PATENTS

Number Name Date
2,393,568 ROOV et Jan, 22, 1946
2,566,989 Lathrap —-c———e--—. Sept. ¢, 1851




