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This invention relates to the structure of paperboard 
blanks and to containers to be made from said blanks, 
and more particularly relates to an improved container 
having a novel cover closure structure. 

It is the principal object of this invention to provide 
a container having a novel re-closure structure operative 
between its top closure panel and the front panel of the 
container, which front panel has an outside turned-down 
rim along its upper edge. The closure panel has a tear 
open lap which normally overlies the upper part of the 
front anel including the rim and is sealed to the panel 
therebeluw. The region of the seal is bordered by scored 
lines which weaken a strip-shaped area of the front panel 
to which the closure flap is sealed. When the container 
is torn by tearing up the flap, the paperboard of the front 
panel separates and said strip-shaped area comes off at 
the score-lines and remains attached to the flap. Subse 
quently, the closure panel can be reclosed and held in that 
position by catching this strip under said rim along the top 
of the front panel. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a con 
tainer having its top closure panel divided into plural 
portions which can be individually pulled open and/or 
reclosed so as to selectively expose different contents of 
the container, such as different flavors of ice cream. The 
present container is suitable for packaging either liquid or 
solid products, and can be made of materials having gov 
ernment food-law approval. 

Other objects and advantages will become apparent dur 
ing the following discussion of the drawing wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a plan view of a blank suitable for making 
the body portion of a container according to the present 
invention, Score-lines being shown in this figure as solid 
lines, embossed bend lines being shown as dashed lines, 
and rows of perforations being shown as dotted lines; 

FIG. 2 is a plan view of an end blank for a container 
according to the present invention, the dashed lines indi 
cating embossed bend lines; 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a finished container 
made up of a body blank as shown in FIG. 1 and end 
blanks as shown in FiG. 2 and showing one side of the 
container opened for access to its contents; 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary section view taken 
along iine 4-4 of FIG. 3 and showing the container 
sealed closed; and 

Fig. 5 is an enlarged sectional view similar to FIG. 4 
but showing the container closure after it has been torn 
open and then reclosed. 

Referring now to FIG. 1, the body blank 1 comprises 
four main body panels 2, 3, 4 and 5, the lower panel 
being divided into two sections Sa and 5b by a transverse 
line of perforations 5c, the purpose of this line being 
hereinafter set forth. The main body panels 2, 3, 4 and 
5 have their longitudinal edges defined by crease lines 2k, 
3k, 4k, 5k and 6k, the latter crease line separating flaps 
6a and 6b from the main panel sections 5a and 5b, re 
spectively. At the other end of the blank, the longitudi 
nal bend line 2k separates the panel 2 from a rim mem 
ber 7 which can be seen in FIGS. 1, 3, 4 and 5. 

Referring now to FIG. 2, this figure shows one of the 
end blanks of which two are required to complete a fully 
enclosed container. The end blank shown in FIG. 2 is 
referred to generally by the reference character 10 and 
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2 
further includes four end flaps 1, 12, 13 and 14 all of 
which are mutually joined with the main panel of the end 
blank by embossed crease lines labeled ia, 12a, 13a and 
14a. Note that the corners of the end blank are cut out 
So that when the flanges are folded around the crease 
lines 11a, 2a, 13a and 14a the short edges of the flanges 
will abut to form a corner. Small corner webs 11b, 12b, 
13b and 4b are provided to improve the sealing at the 
COCS 

Referring now to FIG. 3, it will be seen that each end 
panel is inserted inside the hollow polygonal body formed 
by the blank 1 when set up, the end blanks being oriented 
So that the flanges, such as the flanges 12 and 12 shown 
in FIG. 3 face outwardly of the finished container. 
The flanges of the end panels 10 are secured to the 

panels of the body by any suitable means, such as cement 
ing or plastic welding, etc., and webs 1 b, 2b, 3b 
and 14b are crushed tightly into the corners and secured 
therein at the same time to insure good corner sealing. 
The precise corner structure forms no part of the present 
nvention and is merely included to show a complete con 
tainer structure. 
The main seam which forms the hollow polygonal body 

can be sealed at any stage in the proceedings. On a prac 
tical basis, however, it is probably desirable that the lon 
gitudinal seam forming the hollow body be sealed prior 
to sealing of the end panels. With particular reference 
to FIGS. 1, 3 and 4, it will be seen that the body blank 
has a rim member 7 joined to the body panel 2 along the 
longitudinal bend line 2k. This rim member 7 is bent 
outwardly as shown in FIGS. 4 and 5 so that its cut edge 
7a, FIG. 4, faces outwardly of the container and is there 
fore not wetted by the contents thereof. The closure 
flaps 6a and 6b are then brought downward over the rim 
member 7 and are sealed against the body panel 2 of the 
container below the edge 7a of the rim member 7. 

This structure provides means whereby the container 
need not be opened on both sides simultaneously, but 
instead the panel 5a can remain closed while the panel 5b 
is opened, or vice versa, as shown in FIG. 3. The trans 
Verse line of perforations 5c provides a weakened junction 
between the panels 5a and 5b along which one side of the 
container may be torn open as shown in FIG. 3. For 
instance, if two flavors of ice cream are packaged in the 
present container, either flavor can be used, without 
necessity of opening the entire container and exposing the 
other flavor, simply by tearing up one of the closure flaps 
6a or 6b to break its seal along panel 2 and then tearing 
the panel 5 of the container directly in half along the 
transverse line of perforations Sc. 
The front panel 2 is provided with score lines 2a, 2b 

and 2c, FiGS. 1, 4 and 5, which score lines cut only part 
way through the thickness of the paperboard panel, as 
can be most clearly seen in FIG. 4. The areas enclosed 
by these score lines are the areas in which the flaps 6a 
and 6b are sealed to the panel 2 along the zone S in 
FIG. 4. When the consumer of a product packaged in 
this container seeks access thereto, he tears a flap, 6a or 
6b, away from the panel 2 and upwardly. However, the 
Seal S does not break, but instead the paperboard sepa 
rates between the score lines 2a and 2b and a strip 2x of 
paperboard pulls out and remains stuck to the flap as 
shown in FIG. 5. The consumer can either tear open the 
container at both flaps 6a and 6b simultaneously, or, al 
ternatively, he can tear the closure panel 5 in half along 
the perforations 5c and open only one side of the con 
tainer as shown in FIG. 3. In the illustrated embodi 
ment, the panel 5b is opened and separates from the 
flange 14 of the end panel by breaking the cemented or 
welded seal therewith. The score line 2c separates the 
strips 2x in the center when only one side is opened. 
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Subsequently, when part of the contents of the con 
tainer has been removed, the closure panel can again be 
closed and held in that position, FIG. 5, by catching the 
strip 2x under the rim member 7. 
This invention is not to be limited to the exact form 

shown in the drawing, for obviously changes may be made 
therein within the scope of the following claims. 

I claim: 
1. A closure structure for a paperboard container hav 

ing side panels and having a closure panel shaped to 
overlie the end of the container, said structure compris 
ing an external rim along the closure-engaging edge of at 
least one side panel; tear-open flap means along each cor 
responding edge of the closure panel and overlying the 
rim and sealed to an area of the panel below the rim, 
the latter panel below the rim being scored around the 
perimeter of said sealed area, whereby when the tear 
open flap means is pulled away from said other panel, the 
paperboard of the panel below the rim will separate along 
said score lines to leave a strip thereof attached to said 
flap means, each strip subsequently catching under each 
corresponding rim to hold the closure panel in reclosed 
position. 

2. In a structure as set forth in claim 1, each rim com 
prising a flap along the edge of the side panel folded out 
wardly parallel against the side panel. 

3. A closure structure for a paperboard container hav 
ing side panels and having a closure panel shaped to over 
lie the end of the container, said structure comprising an 
external rim along the closure-engaging edge of at least 
one side panel; tear-open flap means along each corre 
sponding edge of the closure panel and overlying the 
rim and sealed to an area of the panel below the rim, the 
latter panel below the rim being scored partway through 
the thickness of the paperboard around the perimeter of 
said sealed area, the score line nearest the rim lying paral 
lel thereto and outside the area of sealing, whereby when 
the tear-open flap means is pulled away from said other 
panel, the paperboard of the panel below the rim will sep 
arate along said score lines to leave a strip thereof at 
tached to said flap means, each strip subsequently catch 
ing under each corresponding rim to hold the closure 
panel in reclosed position. 

4. In a structure as set forth in claim 3, each rim com 
prising a flap along the edge of the side panel folded out 
wardly against the side panel and terminating substan 
tially opposite said score line nearest the rim. 

5. A closure structure for a paperboard body having 
side panels and having a closure panel hingedly attached 
to one side panel to overlie the end of the body, said 
structure comprising an external rim along the closure 
engaging edge of at least one other panel; tear-open flap 
means along the corresponding edge of the closure panel 
overlying said rim and sealed to an area of said other 
panel below the rim, the latter panel below the rim being 
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scored around the perimeter of said sealed area, whereby 
when the tear-open flap means is pulled away from said 
other panel, the paperboard of the panel below the rim 
will separate along said score lines to leave a strip thereof 
attached to said flap means, the strip subsequently catch 
ing under the rim to hold the closure panel in reclosed 
position. 

6. In a structure as set forth in claim 5, each rim com 
prising a flap along the edge of the side panel folded 
outwardly parallel against the side panel. 

7. A closure structure for a paperboard body having 
side panels and having a closure panel hingedly attached 
to one side panel to overlie the end of the body, said 
structure comprising an external rim along the closure 
engaging edge of at least one other panel; tear-open flap 
ineans along the corresponding edge of the closure panel 
overlying said rim and sealed to an area of said other 
panel below the rim, the latter panel below the rim being 
scored partway through the thickness of the paperboard 
around the perimeter of said sealed area, the score line 
nearest the rim lying parallel thereto and outside the area 
of sealing, whereby the tear-open flap means is pulled 
away from Said other side panel, the paperboard of the 
panel below the rim will separate along said score... lines 
to leave a strip thereof attached to said flap means, the 
strip subsequently catching under the rim to hold the 
closure panel in reclosed position. 

8. In a structure as set forth in claim 7, each rim com 
prising a flap along the edge of the side panel folded out 
wardly against the side panel and terminating substan 
tially opposite said score line nearest the rim. 

9. A blank for making the body and the closure of a 
hollow container, comprising plural side panels mutually 
joined together along crease lines to form an open body 
when folded therearound; a closure panel hingedly joined 
to one of said side panes and shaped to overlie and close 
the open body; a narrow rim panel joined to another body 
panel along a closure-panel-engaging edge thereof; and 
flap means along the edge of the closure panel corre 
sponding with the rim-panel edge of said another body 
panel, the said another body panel having two score 
lines parallel with said closure-panel-engaging edge, the 
first of said score lines being spaced from the last-men 
tioned edge by substantially the width of said rim panel, 
and the other of said score lines being spaced from that 
edge by a distance greater than the spacing of the first 
of said score lines but less than the width of said flap 
InearlS. 

References Cited in the file of this patent 
UNITED STATES PATENTS 

2,557,914 Miller -----------------June 19, 1951 
2,777,629 Osteen ----------------- Jan. 15, 1957 
2,918,205 Zeitter ---------------- Dec. 22, 1959 


