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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

JOHN E. DUSANG, OF LARUE, OHIO. 

FENCE 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 504,570, dated September 5, 1898. 
Application filed April 28, 1893, Serial No. 472,240. (No model.) 

To all tufton, it inctly concer'72: 
Beit known that I, JOHN E. DUSANG, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Larue, in 
the county of Marion and State of Ohio, have 
invented a new and useful Fence, of which the 
following is a specification. 
The invention relates to improvements in 

wire fences. 
The object of the present invention is to 

improve the construction of wire fences, to 
enable the wires to be readily maintained at 
the desired tension, and to maintain the fence 
firmly in a vertical position. 
The invention consists in the construction 

and novel combination and arrangement of 
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings and pointed 
Out in the claims hereto appended. 
In the drawings-Figure 1 is a perspective 

yiew of a fence constructed in accordance 
with this invention. Fig. 2 is a transverse 
Sectional view. Fig. 3 is a detail perspective 
yiew of one of the feet. 

Like numerals of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw 
lingS. 
1-1 designate end posts having secured to 

them horizontal fence-wires 2, which are tight 
ened to the desired tension by a centrally lo 
cated tension post 3, provided with a vertical 
shaft 4 having wire openings 5 to receive the 
fence wires. The tension post consists of a 
rectangular casing composed of sides 6, a top, 
which is provided with a central bearing open 
ing to receive the shaft 4, and a horizontal 
cross-piece, which is arranged near the lower 
end of the post, and which has a bearing 
opening to receive the lower portion of the 
vertical shaft. The upper end of the vertical 
shaft is bent at an angle to provide a pawl S 
for engaging a circular ratchet 9, which is se 
cured to the top of the post, and which extends 
around the bearing opening. The lower end 
of the shaft is provided with a collar 10, and 
interposed between the same and the horizon 
tal cross-piece is a spiral spring Il, which is 
disposed on the shaft for holding the pawl in 
engagement with the ratchet, The shaft may 
be readily lifted against the action of the 
spring to disengage the pawl, which is adapt 

ed to serve as a handle for turning the shaft 
to tighten the wires; and when the latter 
are stretched to the desired tension, the pawl 
is released to enable the spring to carry it 
downward into engagement with the circu- 55 
lar ratchet. The tension post has secured to 
the outer faces of its sides vertical braces 12, 
which extend along the post and are provided 
at their lower ends with curved diverging 
feet 13 having flattened and enlarged outer 6o 
extremities. The curved feet form anchors, 
and serve to support and hold securely the 
fence in an upright position. 
The fence is provided with intermediate 

posts 14, which have braces 15 similar to those 65 
of the tension post. The braces 15 of the in 
termediate posts are provided at their inner 
edges with notches 16 to receive the fence 
Wires, and the latter are Supported at inter 
vals between the posts by vertical stays 17. 7c, 
The vertical stays are each provided with 
notches 18 to receive the fence wires, and are 
secured to them by wire ties 19 extending 
around one side of the stay, and coiled at each 
end around the fence wires. 

It will be seen that the fence is simple, in 
expensive, strong and durable, that it is main 
tained firmly in an upright position, and that 
the fence wires may be readily stretched to 
the desired tension. Changes in the form, proportion and the 
minor details of construction may be resorted 
to without departing from the principle or 
Sacrificing any of the advantages of this in 
vention, 
What I claim is 
1. The combination with the wires of a 

fence, of a tension post provided with bear 
ings, a horizontally disposed circular ratchet 
mounted on top of the post, and a vertical 9o 
shaft journaled in the bearings and receiving 
the fence wires and adapted to wind the same 
around it and having its upper end benthori 
Zontally and engaging the ratchet to provide 
a combined handle and pawl, substantially as 95 
described. 

2. The combination with the wires of a 
fence, of a tension post arranged at an inter 
mediate point and consisting of a rectangu 
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lar casing and provided with a horizontal Ioo 
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cross-piece and having bearing openings, a flattened outer extremities, substantially as Io 
circular ratchet secured to the top of the post, described. 
a vertical shaft journaled in the post and In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
having its upper end bent at an angle for em- my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
gaging the ratchet, a spiral spring disposed the presence of two witnesses. 
on the shaft for holding the upper bent end JOHN E. DUSANG. 
of the same in engagement with the ratchet, Witnesses: 
and the braces secured to the sides of the THOS. L. BARTOW, 
post and having curved feet provided with W. M. BARTOW. 


