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To all whom it may concermw:

Be it known that I, JAMES P. O'BRIEN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at New
York, in the county of New York and State of
New York, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Signs, of which the following

is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
advertising-signs; and it consists of the pecu-
liar combination of devices and in the novel
construction and arrangement of the various

- parts for service, substantially as hereinafter
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fully described, and particularly pointed out

in the claims.

The primary object of my invention is to
provide an improved advertising-sign of novel
and simple construction, which shall attract
theattention of passengersin railroad-cars and
vehicles of any description, the customers in
stores, passers on streets, &c.

Heretofore it has been proposed to provide
an advertising-sign with one or a series of
openings, and to suspend or pivot in each
opening a movable plate or disk which is free
to vibrate or move therein under the action of
the wind on the sign, and also when a jarring
or other movement is imparted to the sign; and
it has also been proposed to connect the sign
to an electro-magnet, so that all of the series of
disks in the sign will be moved simultaneously
by the vibration of the sign. These devices

‘are somewhat expensive and difficult of man-

ufacture, and hence they do not meet the de-
mands of all advertisers.

In my improved sign I propose to provide
a piece or back, which is usually arranged in
rear of the sign proper, and carries the spots,
disks, or other devices, and is loosely sus-
pended by suitable means, so that all of the
disks or spots appear to move together. The
disks on the vibrating piece or back can.be
seen or observed throngh the openings in the
sign proper, and the back or piece is caused

. t0 vibrate or move while the sign proper re-

mains stationary, and thus secure the attract-
jve and desirable feature in a sign of the class
to which my invention relates at a verysmall
cost.

In the accompanying drawings, which illus-
trate a sign-embodying my improvements,
Figure 1 isa front elevation. TFig. 2 is a ver-
tical transverse sectional view thereof, and

Fig. 3 is a front elevation with the sign proper
removed. to show the manner of suspending
the sign-back more clearly. Fig. 4 is a front 355
elevation of a modified form of my invention.
Referring to thedrawings, in which like let-
ters of reference denote corresponding parts
inall the figures, A designates the sign proper,
which has the usual word or words printed, 6c

. painted, stamped, or otherwise impressed

thereon. Each word, letter, or character of the
sign has a series of transverse openings, «,
formed therein, as is usual in signs of this
class; or the entire letter may he cut out. 65
B designates the vibrating piece or back,
which is arranged in rear of the sign proper,

-and this piece or back has a series of spots or

disks, b, thereon, which are arranged so that
they can be observed through the openings a jc
in the sign A. These disks can be made sep- -
arately from the vibrating piece or back and -
suitably secured or affixed thereto. Thespots

or disks can be printed, stamped, painted, or
otherwise impressed thereon. The spots or yr
disks are arranged to form the word, letter,
or character in outline of the part through
which the spots or disks can be seen—as, for
instance, in the case of the sign here shown,
the word ‘‘Eden’’ is formed on the back in out- 8o
line by a series of disks, which are suitably
arranged to form the letters of which the word

is composed, as will be very readily under-
stood.

The sign proper, A, is preferably secured or 85
affixed in.a frame, C, in any suitable or pre-
ferred manner, and this frame is to be rigidly
held in place in a car or other vehicle, astore,
or other place where it can be observed by
passers, although the sign can be fixed in any go
other suitable manner. I haveshown it fixed
in the frame C merely for the purpose of illus-
trating the manner of holding and protecting
the sign in a street-railway car; buf it is ob-
vious that the sign can be fixed directly to the g5
car, and without the frame, or to any other
place. :

The vibrating piece or back is loosely sus-
pended in rear of the sign by resilient devices
which give or impart the vibrating motion roo
to the same when the slighest shock or jar is
imparted to the device—as, for instance,when
the car to which the sign is affixed is in mo-
tion. Theseresilient suspending deviees pref-
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ures such as ITemploy. Furtherthan this, the
letters on the flexible sheet of glass being vis-
ible-solely by reason of the stationary sheet,
it necessarily follows that the letters would
show very dimly, and the variegated or chang-

ing appearance of the letters would not be

plainly visible, especially since the glass sheets
are colored. In my device these objections
are overcome and the advantages heretofore
pointed out are attained to the highest degree.

Having thus fully desceribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. Ina sign, the front or sign proper, con-
structed of some opaque material and having
the words, letters, characters, or figures there-
on, and the transverse openings cut through
the sign-front at’ the point where the words,
characters, or figures are arranged, combined

> with a vibrating piece having a plain ground

with spots, disks, or other figures thereon,
whieh spots, disks, or figures correspond in
shape and size to the openings cut out of the

sign-front, and can only be seen through the
openings of the sign-front, as set forth.

2. Inasign, the front or sign proper, having
the opaque figures thereon, and the openings
cut through the sign-front at the points where
the figures are arranged, which openings are
either at the eyes, mouth, or at any point of
the figure, as explained, combined with the
vibrating piece or back having spots or disks
or figures thereon, which spots or disks or
figures correspond with that portion of the
figure on the sign-board through which the
openings are cut, and said spots, disks, or fig-
ures being seen only through the said open-
ings, as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

JAMES P. O'BRIEN.

Witnesses:
E. H. MERRITT,
‘WM. N. MOORE.
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P. PALM.
SODA WATER BOTTLE FILLER AND SIRUP MEASURE GOMBINED‘
No. 360,901, Patented Apr. 12, 1887.
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