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the priority date claimed
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This international search report has not been established in respect of certain ¢laims under Article 17(2){a) for the following reasons:

1 D Claims Nos.;
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2. D Claims Nps.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements o such an
extent that no meaningfirl international search can be carried out, specifically;

3. D Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Bax No.IIl  Observations where unity of invention is [acking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheef)

‘This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
-***Pleaga See Supplemental Page-"*-

1. I:] As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2, D As all searchable claims could be searched withont effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite paymeat of
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‘3 |:| As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically ¢laims Nos.:

4, No required additionsl search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequenily, this international search report is restricted

to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is co claims Nos.:
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Remark oo Protest I:l The additional search foes were accompanied by the epplicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fecs were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
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="*-Continued From Box Na. I1I; Observations whare unity of Invention is Jacking-""-

This appllcation contains the follewing inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a singla genaral inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all Inventions to,be axamined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be peid.

Group [: Clalmg 1-40 are directed toward a securement device to secure to a patient a medical tube when inserted Into the patient and
method of securing a medical tube to a patlent with a securemant device having a variable-length securement sleeve and a tube passage
through the securement sleeve to recslve a medical tube for sacuremant.

Group II: Claims 41-51 are directad toward a method of making a securement devica or a product including a securament device,
wherain the sacuremant device Is configured to secure to a petient a medical tube when Insarted into the patient.

Tha Inventions listed as Groups |-l do not relate to a single general Inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 bacause, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or coresponding special technical features for the following reasons:

Group ! Include a bent slseve helder salectively engageabla and disengageabie with the securement sleeve to selectively retain and not
retain the securement sleeve in a bent configuration in which the securement sieeve has a bend In which the tube passage is
correspondingly bent, and preferably in the bent conflguration the bend blases a portion of the sleeve distal of the bend toward the
attachment pad; with a medical tube extending through the tube passage and into the body of a patient, gripping the madical tube In tha
tube passage with the securement portion of the securement sleeve, which are not present in Group Il

Group Il Indlude and wherein the coupling the securement sleeve to the structural sheet comprises: securing flared end material adjacent
praximal end of the securemant sleave betwaen a first surface of a first securement member and a second swface of a sscand
sacurement mernber; and whanain tha first secursment member s selected from the group consisting of the structural sheet with the first
surfaca being on the distal side of the structural sheet and an intermediate member coupled, directly or indirectly, 1o the distal side of the
structural shaet, which are not presant in Group |.

The common fechnical features of Groups | and !l are a securement device, whereln the securement device is configured to secure to a
patient a medical tube when inserted Into the patlent; an attachment pad configured to Interface with akin of a patiant for attachment of
the securemant device to the skin; thie securement sleeve being coupled to the attachment pad through a coupling structure adjacant the
proximal end of the securament sleeve; the securemant sleevs induding a securement portion through which the tube passage extends,
whetein a croes-sectional area of tha tube passags In the escuremant pertion tranavarse to a longltudinal path of the fuba passage
expands as the securemant sleeva Is shortenad and contracts as the securament sleeve Is lengthened and the length of the sacurement
sleave is adjustable to expand the cross-sectional area to recelve a medical tube for franslation through the tube passage in the
sacuramant portion and to contract the cress-sectional area to grip the medical tube in the tube pessage by the securement portien to
secure the madical tube to the securement devica.

These common technical features are disclosed by US 2015/0141627 A1 ta BRAIDLOCK LIMITED (hereinafter 'BRAIDLOCK') .
BRAIDLOCK discloses a securement device (apparatus for securing a medical or surgical line with respect to a patient; abstract),
whaeraln the sacurament device |s conflgured to secure 1o a patient a medical tube when Insertad Into the patlent (secure a surgical line
Insarted Into a patlent; paragraph [0024]); an atlachment pad configured to Interface with skin of a patient for attachmant of tha
securement device {o the skin {plaster 118 comprises an adhesive material with sufficient adhesion to secure the plaster to a patient's
siin; figure 1a; paragraph [0097]); a securement sleave (sleeve 110" figure 1a; paragraph [0224]); the securement slesve belng coupled
to the attachment pad through a coupling structure adjacent the proxdmal end of the saecuremant sleave (flange 116 of the sleeve 110 Is
sacured to the plester 118 using a second layer of plaster 120; figures 1a, 1b; paragraphs {0098], [0094]); the securement sleeve
indluding a securement portion through which the tube passage extends (braided tubular sleeva 110 comprising a tuba passage for
sacuring the medical Tne; figure 1a; paragraphs [0084]-[0087], [0094]), wherein a cross-sectional area of the tube passage in the
sacurament portion transverse to a longltudinal path of the tube passage expands as the securement sleeve is shortened (when the
sleave Is shortened, the diameter of the apariure formed by the sleeva is at a maximum; paragraphs [0084]-[0087]) and contracts as the
gacuremeant gleeve s lengthenad {contracts as the securement sleeve is lengthened; paragraphs [0084]-[0087]) and the length of the
securement sleeve is adjustable to expand the cross-sectional area to receive a medical tube for translation through the tube passage in
the securement portion and to contract the croas-sectional area to grip the medical tubs in the tube passage by the sacurement postion to
sacura the medical tuba to the sacurement device (tha length of the sleeve is adjustable to expand o receive the tube and to contract to
grip the tube in the sleeve to secure the tube in the sleeve; paragraphs [0DB4]-{0087]).

Since the common technical featuras ara previously disclosed by the BRAIDLOCK referance, the common features are not special and
50 Groups | and [ lack unity.
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