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This invention relates to improvements in 
driers particularly adapted though not neces 
Sarily limited in use for drying photograph prints, 
and One of the objects of the invention is to pro 
Wide an improved device of this character which 
Will be of a simple and compact structure, effec 
tive and efficient in operation, and easy to handle. 
A further object is to provide an improved de 

Vice of this character in which there is employed 
a plurality of separate drying surfaces upon 
which the prints are placed, with a heating ele 
ment or unit between such surfaces, and Which 
device is shiftable to interchange the positions 
of the drying Surfaces so that the prints in con 
tact With one of the surfaces will be drying while 
the prints are being placed in drying position in 
contact against another drying surface. 
A further object is to provide in a device of 

this character improved means for holding the 
printS in contact with Such drying Surfaces. 
To the attainment of these ends and the ac 

complishment of other new and useful objects 
as Will appear, the invention consists in the fea 
tures of novelty in Substantially the construc 
tion, combination and arrangement of the several 
parts, hereinafter more fully described and 
claimed and shown in the accompanying draw 
ings illustrating this invention, and in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view, partly broken 
away, of a device of this character constructed 
in accordance with the principles of this inven 
tion and showing the position the parts will as 
sune when prints are held against one of the 
drying Surfaces. 

Figure 2 is a view similar to Figure 1 showing 
one side of the device in an open position. 

Figure 3 is a detail sectional View taken on 
line 3-3 Figure 1. 

Figure 4 is a top plan view, partially broken 
away and with parts omited, and on an enlarged 
Scale. 

Referring more particularly to the drawings, 
the numeral ) designates generally a body por 
tion which may be of any desired size and con 
figuration but is preferably substantially elliptical 
in cross-section and is hollow So as to provide 
drying surfaces f -2 which are opposed to each 
other and are preferably slightly convex. These 
surfaces may be formed in any suitable manner, 
such as by means of eiements which may be 
secured to the body portion in any desired or 
suitable manner, such as by ScreWS 3 passing 
through flanges on the surfaces and into the 
body. 
Within the hollow body thus formed is ar 
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ranged a heating unit 4 of any desired or suit 
able construction having any desired number of 
heating elements, current being supplied to the 
heating elements from any suitable source 
through a conductor 5 and which latter may 
be connected to the source of supply by means 
of a Suitable plug (not shown) adapted to be 
plugged into a Wall socket. 
A thermostatic element 6 of any suitable con 

Struction may be provided within the body for 
controlling the elements and a switch device 7 
may also be employed, the latter being accessible 
from the outside of the body portion. 

Portions of the frame of the body are shaped 
to form projections 8 which extend above and 
below the top and bottom convex Walls and which 
Serve as Supports or feet for holding the heating 
Surface Out of contact with the support upon 
which the device rests and they also serve as 
fulcrums upon which the body may be turned. 
Other portions of the body are preferably 

shaped to form horizontal projections 9 which 
may serve not only as handles by means of which 
the drier may be turned on its edge and about 
the fulcrum 8 so as to bring either of the dry 
ing Surfaces uppermost, but such portions 9 
also serve as additional fulcrums upon which the 
drier may be further turned. 
On each end of the body is spaced bearings 

are provided and are preferable in the form of 
housings 29 which have open sides 2. A bar or 
member 22 extends across each end of the body 
and spaced therefrom, and the extremities of 
these rods project through the open sides 2 into 
the respective housings 20. A spring 23 is ar 
ranged in each of the housings 20 and these 
springs tend normally to move the rod or mem 
ber 22 away from the proximate edge of the 
body ?o, for a purpose to be described. 
Secured by one end to each of these rods or 

members 22 is a flexible member 24 which is of 
Substantial area and is adapted to be extended 
across one of the drying surfaces of the body 
portion. 
Spaced arms or members 25 are secured by one 

extremity to each side of the body for pivotal 
movement and also for lengthwise sliding move 
ment. This may be accomplished preferably by 
means of a screw or fastening device 26 which 
passes through a slot 2 in the respective men 
bers 25 and into the body member. ..., 
Supported by these members 25 and extending 

acroSS the Space therebetween is another rod or 
member 28 to which the free end of the member 
24 is secured. The members 25 together with 



2 
the respective rods 28, constitute frames, and 
one of these frames is provided to cooperate with 
each of the drying surfaces fl-2. Each of Said 
frames is connected by one end to the body por 
tion 0 for sliding and pivotal movements With 
respect thereto. 
The ends of the rod or member 28 may be 

shaped to form buttons 29 by means of which 
the members 25 may be swung about the pivots 
formed by the fastening devices 26. 

Stops 30 may also be provided to be engaged 
by the members 25 for holding them in the posi 
tion shown in Figure 2. 
The body member is provided with catches or 

shoulders 3 so shaped as to provide...notches or 
recesses adjacent the side of the drying Surfaces 
opposite the side adjacent which the respective 
rods or members 22 are located, and these shoul 
ders or catches 3 are so positioned that when 
the arms or members 25 are swung into a posi 
tion to cause the flexible member 24 to extend 
across the drying surface and into contact with 
the prints 32 which are being dried, portions of 
the rod 28. will pass thereunder so as to releas 
ably anchor the free end of the flexible member 
24 against the tension or stress of the Spring 23, 
so as to hold the flexible member taut. This is 
accomplished by reason of the fact that the 
springs 22 will yield to permit the rod or mem 
ber 28 to pass under the shoulders 3 while the : 
free end of the flexible member is being - an 
chored and will also yield so as to p3rmit the 
free end of the flexible member to be released. 
This anchoring and releasing operation of the 
flexible member is also accomplished by reason 
of the fact that the arms or members 25 are 
slidable by reason of the pin and slot connection 
26-27 with the body 0 and will slide longitu 
dinally. 
The permanently anchored portions of the re 

spective flexible members 24 are disposed at 
opposite edges of the body portion of the drier 
as are also the anchoring means for the free 
ends of the respective flexible members. 
With this construction and arrangement it '. 

will be manifest that when the device is placed 
in the position shown in Figures i, 2 or 3 and 
after the prints 32 have been placed upon the 
drying surface, the flexible member 24 may be 
anchored or secured in position to hold the 
prints in contact with the drying Surface. The 
drier may then be turned over so as to bring the 
other drying surface uppermost and this is ac 
complished by turning the device upon the re 
spective projections or extensions 9 which serve 
as fulcrums for that purpose. 

If desired, portions of the member 25 may be 
deflected or bent, as at 33, to serve as handles 
by means of which the device may be trans 
ported. 
With this improved construction it will be 

manifest that there will be provided a very light, 
simple and comparatively cheap device which 
may be easily manipulated and is so constructed 
and arranged that while the prints are being 
placed against one of the drying surfaces and 
secured in position by the flexible member 24, 
the prints against the other surface will be dry 
ing, and furthermore that the device may be 
readily turned so as to bring, either of the drying 
surfaces uppermost. . . . . . . . . . 
The Springs 23 which serve to hold the fiexible 

members 24 taut will be housed and protected 
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become injured during the operation or use of 
the device. 
While the preferred form of the invention has 

been herein shown and described, it is to be 
understood that various changes may be made 
in the details of construction and in the con 
bination and arrangement of the Several parts, 
within the scope of the claims, without departing 
from the spirit of this invention. 
What is claimed as new is: 
1. A print drier embodying a drying Surface, 

means for heating said surface, Spaced bearings 
adjacent one edge of said surface and each en 
bodying a housing having an open side, a rod 
extending across the space between said bear 
ings and entering the respective housings, a 
spring in each housing tending normally to move 
said rod in one direction, a flexible member se 
cured by One end to said rod and adapted to 
be extended across said surface, a catch adjacent 
another edge of said surface, and means at the 
free end of said flexible member adapted to co 
operate with said catch for releasably anchoring 
the free end of the said flexible member against 
the tension of said SpringS. 

2. A print drier embodying a body provided 
With a drying surface, means for heating Said 
surface, a slidable member extending in a direc 
tion across said surface, resilient means tend 
ing normally to move said member in one direc 
tion with respect to said body, a flexible member 
secured by one end to said member, a pair of 
spaced members, means securing the Said Spaced 
members to said body for pivotal and sliding 
movements with respect thereto, a cross-member 
supported by said spaced members and to which 
cross-member the free end of the said flexible 
member is secured, and means carried by Said 
body and with which last said means the said 
cross-member co-operates for releasably anchor 
ing the latter to the said body against the ten 
sion of said resilient means. 

3. A print drier embodying a body provided 
with a drying surface, means for heating Said 
surface, a slidable member extending in a direc 
tion across said surface, resilient means tending 
normally to move said member in one direction 
with respect to said body, a flexible member 
secured by one end to said member, a pair of 
spaced members, means Securing the Said Spaced 
members to said body for pivotal and sliding 
movements with respect thereto, a CrOSS-member 
supported by said spaced members and to which 
cross-member the free end of the Said flexible 
member is secured, and shoulders supported by 
said body and beneath which shoulders said 
cross-member is adapted to be positioned against 
the stress resilient means. 

4. A portable and freely reversible print drier 
embodying a hollow body having opposite faces 
of Substantial area, which provide drying Sur 
faces disposed in close proximity to each other, 
means disposed between such Surfaces for heat 
ing them, flexible members of predetermined 
length, yielding means for securing one end of 
each of said, members to the body, said flexible 
members adapted to overlie the respective drying 
surfaces, means individual to the free ends of 
the flexible members for releasably anchoring 
them to the body against the stress of their re 
spective said yielding means, projections carried 
by said body adjacent opposite edges and ex 
tending beyond the respective surfaces to form 
Supports for the body and fulcrums upon which 

and will not be in any position where they will 75 the body may be turned, and additional full 
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crums for the body to turn on and projecting 
therefrom intermediate adjacent first recited 
fulcrums. 

5. A print drier embodying a hollow body to 
provide opposed drying Surfaces, means within 
the body for heating Said Surfaces, a plurality 
of frames, means connecting each of the frames 
to the body for pivotal and lengthwise sliding 
movements with respect thereto, one of said 
frames adapted to co-operate With each of the 
said surfaces, a flexible member for each frame, 
means individual to the flexible members for 
yieldingly anchoring one end thereof to the 
said body, the other end of each flexible means 
being secured to the respective frames and 
adapted to be extended by the movement of the 
frame across the respective drying Surfaces, 
means for releasably securing the respective 
frames in position to hold the flexible members 
in proximity to the respective drying surfaces 
and against the tension of their respective yield 
ing anchoring means, the said means which 
yieldingly anchors one end of the flexible men 
bers each embodying Spaced housings, a member 
to which the flexible member is secured enter 
ing said housings, and SpringS enca.Sed in the 
housings and operating upon the last Said men 
ber to normally move it in one direction. With 
respect to said body. 

6. A freely and bodily reversible print drier 
embodying a hollow body having Substantially 
parallel opposite walls which provide drying 
surfaces disposed in close proximity to each 
other, a flexible member of predetermined length 
co-operating with and adapted to overlie each 
of said surfaces, means yieldingly anchoring 
each of said members by one end adjacent one 
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edge of the respective surfaces, means releas 
ably securing the free end of each of the flexible 
members adjacent the opposite edge of the re 
Spective Surfaces and against the tension of Said 
yielding means, the point at which each of the 
said flexible members is yieldingly anchored 
being disposed adjacent the point at Which the 
free end of the other flexible member is releas 
ably secured, projections extending beyond both 
of said surfaces, said projections Serving as full 
crums upon which the body may be turned and 
also serving as supports for the body, and addi 
tional fulcrums for the body projecting there 
from and disposed intermediate the adjacent 
first said projections. 

7. A print drier embodying a body having 
spaced opposite drying surfaces, projections on 
the body adjacent opposite edges and extend 
ing beyond and at substantially right angles to 
the respective drying Surfaces and forming Sup 
ports for the body, said projections also forming 
fulcruins upon which the said body may be 
turned, additional projections on the body ex 
tending beyond the edges of the body interme 
diate the first said projections, flexible members 
individual to said surfaces, each of Said men 
bers being secured by one end to said body and 
adapted to be drawn over the respective drying 
surfaces, means for releasably anchoring the 
free end of the respective flexible members to 
the body adjacent that edge of the body which 
is opposite to the edge to which the respective 
members are secured, and means operating auto 
matically to maintain a tension upon the re 
spective flexible members when the free ends 
thereof are anchored to the said body. 

HAROLD I. NICHOTAS. 


