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I, 17,435. 

To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that H, GEORGE F. PEG Low, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at St. 
Paul, in the county of Ramsey and State of 
Minnesota, have invented a new and useful 
Electric Sign, of which the following is a 
specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

electric signs of the class having a skeleton 
frame and a series of boxes detachably 
mounted on the frame and provided each 
with a letter upon its face and electric lights 
arranged to illuminate the letters. 
The object of the invention is to make such 

iš signs fire-proof and more efficient and serv 
iceable by certain improvements upon the 
frame, the boxes and the connections be 
tween the various parts of the sign, as will 
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fully appear in the below description and 
à claim, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawing, in which,— 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of a partly 
completed sign embodying my improve 
ments. Fig. 2 is an enlarged section on 
the line a—a, Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a rear eleva 
tion of the upper left corner of Fig. 1, on 
an enlarged scale. Fig. 4 is a horizontal 
section on the line b—b Fig. 3, of one of 
the boxes having a face showing a letter of 

º the sign. O Referring to the drawing by reference nu 
merals, 1 designates a foot or base of a frame 
composed of two upright tubular posts 2, 
having their upper ends closed by caps 3, 
and a series of pairs of horizontal tubular 
bars 4, 5, 6, and 7. Each horizontal bar is 
held to each post by the loop of a staple 8 
having one leg passed through the post and 
provided with a nut 9 and the other and 
shorter leg, 8, guided in a hole in the side of the post (as Best shown near the bottom 
of Fig. 2). The lower one of each pair of 
tubes is transversely intersected at any de 
sired number of places and at each point of 
intersection is inserted a block 10 having in 
its rear side two sockets 11 and 12 (see Fig. 
3) connected with electric wiring 13 extend 
ing through said tubes. 

14 designates letters or characters detacha 
bly mounted on the frame, each of them 
comprises a box 14 having upon its rear side 
hooks 15 and 16 adapted to fit downwardly 
over the horizontal tubular frame bars; the 
hooks 16 are provided with set-screws 17 
arranged to engage the adjacent tube and 
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hold the box against accidental displace 
nent. The front side or face of the box has 
the desired letter or character produced upon 
it in a White color and dotted by incan 
descent lamps 18 by which the face of the 
letter is illuminated. Said lamps are con 
nected by wiring 19 inside the box but ter 
liminating in a plug 20 outside the box, so 
that by inserting said plug into the socket 
11, 12 the current in the wire 13 will pass 
through all the lamps in the letter. 

In order to reach the interior of the box 
14, the latter has its rear side closed by a large downwardly slidable lid 21 provided 
with a finger catch 22 and made of sheet 
metal and held in normal position by its 
frictional contact with the grooves in which 
it slides when forced to move. 

In the production and use of the sign, 
the blockS 10 may be few or many in each 
bar having such blocks according to the in 
tended later changing and varying of the 
reading of the sign, and whenever such 
changing is to take place the plugs 20 
are withdrawn, the screws 17 loosened and 
the boX 14 removed and replaced by one 
having the desired i letter, and the plug 
of the new letter inserted. If it is de 
sired to move letters in one line to the 
right or left less than the width of the box 
carrying the letter, then such adjusting may 
be done by loosening the staples 8 and slid 
ing endwise the horizontal bar containing 
the wiring 13 and switches 10, and then 
tightening the staples again by their nuts 9. 
The sign may be put up by securing either 

the end or the rear edge of its base 1 to a 
post or a wall, as the posts 2 are firmly fixed 
in the base. If the sign is extra large, braces 
(not shown) may be extended from the posts 
2 to the front of the building, as usually in 
hanging signs. 
One of the several advantages of the con- , 

struction Set forth is that the entire sign 
is metallic So the electric wires in it can 
not possibly set fire to the sign, nor can they 
or the sign get much damaged by fire which 
may start in anything near the sign. 
What I claim is:--- 
In a sign of the class described, the combi 

nation with a skeleton frame having hori 
zontal bars some of which are hollow, and 
electric sockets arranged along said hollow 
bars and connected to circuit wires extend 
ing into and longitudinally through the hol 
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low bars, of boxes detachably suspended on insertion in the adjacent socket on the 
the bars and having each a letter or other frame. 2009 
character upon its front side, electric wiring In testimony whereof I affix my signature, 
in the box, electric lamps arranged to illu- in presence of two witnesses. 
minate said letter or character and having GEORGE ET. PEGELOW. 
electric connection with the wiring within Witnesses: 
the box, said wiring extending beyond the WILLIAM W. FRY, 
box and provided with a plug adapted for ROSE ILIPIKE. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents, 
washington, D. C.” 


