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To all thom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JEY GLEN N SCIA FER, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Brighton, in the county of Washington and 
State of Iowa, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Electrical 
Signaling levices, of which the following 
is a specification, reference being had there 
in to the accompanying drawing. 
This invention relates to a signaling de 

vice for mail boxes and has for its object, 
the production of a signaling device, which 
is simple in construction and consists of a 
comparatively small number of parts. 

Another object of this invention is to 
provide an improved signaling device for 
mail boxes which will facilitate the opera 
tion of a signal when mail has been placed 
in a box. 
With these and other objects in view this 

invention consists of certain novel construc 
tions, combinations and arrangements of 
parts as will be hereinafter fully described 
and claimed. 

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a diagram 
matic view of my device showing the con 
nection of the same to a house; Fig. 2 is an 
enlarged pel'spective of the contact device; 
Fig. 3 is a bottom plan view of the same; 
Fig. 4 is a section taken on line 4-4 of Fig. 
2: Fig. 5 is a detail view of a modification 
of the means for securing the transverse 
connecting member to the spring-contact 
members. 

Referring to the drawings by numerals, 
1 designates the box, shown in dotted lines, 
in the bottom of which is adapted to be 
positioned the insulating base 2, which com 
prises a body portion 3 adapted to be Sup 
ported upon lugs, or transversely-extend 
ing Supporting members 4. These support 
ing members 4 support the bottom or body 
portion 3 from engagement with the bottom 
of the box. A plurality of spring-contact 
members 5 are secured at one end to the 
body portion 3 by means of binding posts 
6, which pass through the body portion 3 
to the under side thereof. A plurality of 
longitudinally-extending rods 7 are adapted 
to be secured to the upper face of the spring 
contact members 5 and secure the same to 
gether. Upon the upper face of the spring 
contact members 5 are formed a plurality of bulged portions 8, through which are 
adapted to be positioned the wires or longi 
tudinally-extending members 7. Upon the spring-contact members 5. 

opposite edge of the body portion 3 are 
also positioned binding posts 9, which are 
adapted to form a contact with the outer 
ends 10 of the spring-contact membel's 5. 
and thereby close the circuit as heleinafter 
described. The binding posts 6 are con 
nected by means of a conductor 11 and the 
binding posts 9 al'e connected by means of 
a conductor 12. 
As shown in the diagram in Fig. 1, I. 

preferably, employ a signal, Ol' gong 13 
positioned in some portion of the circuit. 
I also employ a switch 14 to open and close 
the circuit, when it is desired to know if 
there is any mail in the box. As soon as 
a letter, or other mail, is dropped in the 
box 1, the weight of the same will cause the 
spring members 5 to contact with the bind 
ing post 9 and thereby close the circuit, 
provided the Switch 14 is closed, and, there 
fore, the current will pass through the con 
ductor 15 to the binding posts 6, through 
the contact means and out through the bind 
ing posts 9, through the conductor 16 to 
the going 13, through the Switch 14, through 
the conductor 17 and back to the battery 
thereby callsing a complete circuit and caus 
ing the gong to sound, thereby notifying 
the occupants of the house that mail has 
been dropped in the box 1. The switch 14 
may only be closed, when it is desired to 
know whether there is mail in the box, and, 
therefore, as soon as the switch has been 
closed and the signal has been Sounded the 
switch can again be opened, and thereby 
preserve the batteries and prevent the same 
from wasting away. When the switch is 
closed and the going is not sounded, the 
person operating the Switch will readily 
know that no mail has been dropped in the 
box. It will be obvious that it is not neces 
sary for all of the contact members 5 to 
form a contact, as the circuit will be closed 
as soon as One of the spring-contact mem 
bers forms a contact with any one of the 
binding posts. 
From the foregoing description, it will be 

readily seen that I have provided a simple 
and efficient signaling device to be placed in 
rural free delivery boxes, which are often 
placed at a distance from the dwelling, and 
thereby allow any one in the house to know 
whether the box contains any mail. 
In Fig. 5, I have shown a modification 

of the means for securing the rods 7 to the 
The contact 
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member 5 is provided with an upwardly 
bent, or bowed, portion (3, formed from the 
body of the spring-contact member 5, and 
through the bulged, or bowed, portion 6' 
are adapted to be passed the transversely 
extending membel's T. and said rods are 
firmly clamped in said bulged portion. 
What I claim is: 
The combination with a receptacle hav 

ing a botton; of an insulated plate placed 
upon said bottom, a series of spring finger's 
extending across said receptacle each hav 
ing one end secured to said plate, said ends 
being all alined on the plate, spaced lugs 
on each of said fingel's, each lug being pro 
vided with an opening extending trans 
versely of the respective finger, the lugs on 
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each finger being in a linement with the lugs 
on the remaining fingers, and yieldable rods 
extending through the openings in said lugs 
and terminating adjacent the ends of said 
plate, a series of contact terminals mounted 
upon said plate, there being one of Said 
terminals located beneath each of the 
fingers, a wire connected to all of said 
teaminals, a second wire connected to said 
fingers, and a signal and battery connected 
to said wires. 
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 

signature in presence of two witnesses. 
JEY (GLENN SCHIAFEIR. 

Witnesses: 
A. D. LONG, 
S. A. MYERs. 
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